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A child and adult at play during organized recreational activities conducted by local civil society organizations. These activities are part of 
a larger programme to support children and families living on the streets in São Paulo, Brazil.

The UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2014–2017 guides the organization’s 
work in support of the realization of the rights of every child. 
At its core, the UNICEF equity strategy – which emphasizes 
reaching the most disadvantaged and excluded children, 
caregivers and families – translates this commitment to 
children’s rights into action.

The following report summarizes how UNICEF and its partners 
contributed to child protection in 2017, and reviews the impact 
of these accomplishments on children and the communities 
in which they live. This is one of nine reports on the results 
of efforts during the past year, encompassing gender and 
humanitarian action as well as each of the seven strategic plan 
outcome areas – health; HIV and AIDS; water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH); nutrition; education; child protection; and 
social inclusion. It complements the 2017 Executive Director 
Annual Report, UNICEF’s official accountability document for 
the past year.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The child protection sector is at a watershed moment. 
Global commitments to address child protection issues are 
accelerating with the integration of relevant targets into 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a significant 
departure from the Millennium Development Goals that 
failed to address these issues directly. Together with the 
increased availability of data and evidence on good practice 
programming, child protection is poised to make significant 
strides in achieving the goals of the 2030 Agenda.

This momentum will be necessary to address the growing 
scale of child protection concerns. Over the past 10 years, 
the number of political conflicts alone has almost doubled, 
and nearly one in four children live in countries affected by 
humanitarian crises. Every 7 minutes an adolescent is killed 
by an act of violence. Around 7 in 10 (300 million) children 
aged 2–4 years worldwide are regularly subjected to 
violent discipline in the home. Around 15 million adolescent 
girls (aged 15–19 years) have experienced forced sexual 
intercourse in their lifetime. More than one in three (130 
million) students aged 13–15 years experience bullying. 

Almost one in five homicide victims worldwide was a child 
– 70 per cent of whom were adolescent boys. Very few 
children who are victims of violence seek professional  
help, and even those that do, rarely receive support. An  
estimated 168 million children (aged 5–17 years) are 
working – including a staggering one in four children in 
some of the world’s poorest countries. More than 650 
million children under the age of 16 years are without a 
birth certificate. If current rates prevail, more than 150 
million additional girls will marry before their 18th birthday 
and 68 million more girls will undergo female genital 
mutilation (FGM) by 2030.

These challenges will be further compounded by 
anticipated changes in the global landscape. The changing 
nature of humanitarian conflicts and increasing number 
of children on the move, calls for enhanced advocacy for 
children’s rights and basic protection, and sustained action 
to strengthen the humanitarian–development nexus. The 
impact of a growing population and changing urban–rural 
demographics increases the burden on social service 

Playtime for preschool children in Mae Hong Son Province, northern Thailand. UNICEF provides technical support to schools in offering 
holistic development to small children.
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structures. This is likely to be further heightened as many 
new arrivals move to informal settlements, elevating 
the risk of violence, abuse, and social and economic 
marginalization. Moreover, the rapid digitalization of the 
world, while bringing a wealth of benefits, is increasingly 
exposing children to a growing threat of online exploitation 
and abuse.

UNICEF’s work and key results in 
2017
Significant progress in child protection capped the final year 
of the UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2014–2017, with interventions 
reaching more children than ever before. Since 2014, more 
than 52 million children have had their births registered 
through UNICEF-supported programmes; around 25 million 
girls and boys involved in child labour were reached by 
one or more UNICEF-supported interventions; around 24 
million people in almost 9,000 communities made public 
declarations to abandon FGM; and over 11 million people 
were reached through community-based messaging on 
child marriage. UNICEF has significantly scaled up action to 
address gender-based violence in emergencies, increasing 
coverage from a reach of over 400,000 girls, boys and 
women in 2014 to about 3.6 million in 2017. Since 2014, 
more than 120,000 children released from armed forces 
and groups received appropriate care and services through 
UNICEF and partner advocacy and support; and close to 
15 million girls and boys received weapons-related risk 
education.

UNICEF has worked to protect children from violence, 
exploitation and harmful practices at multiple levels – from 
strengthening the capacity of front-line social workers to 
building systems, such as in Kenya, Philippines, Serbia 
and the United Republic of Tanzania; building knowledge 
and gathering evidence, including developing at least 187 
knowledge products in 2017; advancing agreements on 
protection-related child rights at the normative level through 
input into the United Nations Third Committee process 
including co-authoring of the Secretary-General’s annual 
Rights of the Child Report and related resolutions; while 
supporting the recovery and resilience of children, including 
in humanitarian situations across 81 countries. UNICEF 
has led in establishing new programming to respond to 
emerging issues such as online child protection and child-
related road traffic injuries. Innovative programming and 
use of new technologies such as Primero are being used 
to strengthen information and case management systems 
to safely and confidentially manage data on vulnerable 
children.

A significant milestone is the increasing visibility of child 
protection on political and policy agendas, notably the 
global traction and international commitment to address 
violence against children. UNICEF has been instrumental 
in driving forward this momentum. UNICEF’s 2017 global 
theory of change for violence against children provides 

a long-needed foundation for coherent evidence-based 
guidance for multisectoral programming on addressing 
violence in all settings including in the home, in schools, 
and in communities.

UNICEF is increasingly prioritizing programming focused 
on prevention of child protection threats in humanitarian 
contexts. To prevent and respond to sexual exploitation 
and abuse, a framework for global coordinated action 
was established, and capacity scaled up in 16 high-risk 
countries. The UNICEF 2016 Six-Point Agenda for Action 
for uprooted children is providing a critical framework for 
the organization’s engagement towards the planned 2018 
Global Compact on Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, 
and the Global Compact on Refugees.

As a global leader on data for child protection, UNICEF has 
accelerated national, regional and global efforts to improve 
data coherence and develop a robust infrastructure for 
global monitoring. With only one fifth of countries having 
sufficient data to assess progress towards protection-
related Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), sustained 
long-term investment is crucial. UNICEF is sole data 
custodian for 10 SDG indicators and joint custodian 
for a further seven. Of these 17 indicators, 8 are child 
protection indicators. UNICEF is ramping up efforts to 
meet this challenge by mainstreaming data on children and 
adolescents into national systems and plans, developing 
universal indicators and measurement tools, and supporting 
national capacities to monitor and use SDG indicators.

UNICEF has led the way on the availability of data, 
including, most recently, through the publication of 
A Familiar Face: Violence in the lives of children and 
adolescents. UNICEF represents one of a core group of 
lead agencies that created INSPIRE: Seven strategies 
for ending violence against children, which provides a 
global framework for action to meet SDG targets and is 
supporting the development of an INSPIRE implementation 
strategy and monitoring framework. Furthermore, in the 
context of SDG 16, UNICEF, the United Nations Special 
Representative for the Secretary-General on Violence 
against Children, the Global Partnership to End Violence 
Against Children (End Violence) and other partners are 
exploring ways to effectively map and align data, and 
monitor and evaluate work on violence against children. 

For national social goals to be met for the most vulnerable, 
a renewed recognition exists of the need for states to 
build social service workforce systems that adopt a 
holistic approach to prevent and respond to the risks 
and vulnerabilities for children and families. In response, 
UNICEF has continued to shift focus from targeted service 
delivery models to broader system-strengthening initiatives 
on all aspects of national child protection systems. More 
countries than ever before have developed child protection 
sector plans and UNICEF child protection worked closely 
with more than 90 per cent of the countries with whom it 
engages, in supporting national actions to strengthen child 
protection systems.
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NEARLY 870,000 GIRLS 
AND WOMEN

at risk or affected by FGM 
received services

OVER 1.1 MILLION GIRLS

at risk of child marriage  
reached with life skills and 

education support

AROUND 3.5 MILLION CHILDREN

in humanitarian situations received 
psychosocial support

ALMOST 16 MILLION BIRTHS

across 58 countries were registered

ABOUT 3.6 MILLION 
CHILDREN AND WOMEN

benefitted from gender-based 
violence risk mitigation  

or support services

AROUND 12,000  
CHILDREN

released from armed forces and 
groups were reintegrated with 
their families or communities

ABOUT 36,000 
UNACCOMPANIED 

OR SEPARATED CHILDREN

were placed in alternative care, and 
nearly 19,000 reunited with their 

caregivers or families

2017 
PERFORMANCE 

ON SELECTED 
STRATEGIC 

INDICATORS 
IN CHILD 

PROTECTION 

FIGURE 1: 2017 performance on selected strategic indicators in child protection

Partnerships are key to enhancing coordination, 
strengthening programming through cross-learning, 
harnessing and leveraging resources, and engaging in 
advocacy to influence policy. UNICEF was instrumental 
in establishing End Violence in 2016. The United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA)–UNICEF Global Programme to 
Accelerate Action to End Child Marriage and the UNFPA–
UNICEF Joint Programme to Eliminate Female Genital 
Mutilation: Accelerating Change – the United Nations’ 
two largest joint global programmes – are demonstrating 
how the United Nations can effectively work together to 
achieve results in line with the United Nation’s Secretary-
General’s reform agenda. UNICEF’s leadership role in the 

Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action and the 
Call to Action on Protection from Gender-based Violence 
in Emergencies are critical to improving the organization’s 
own programming as well as that of partners, significantly 
advancing improved coordination, programming and global 
standards.

In 2017, UNICEF child protection expenses were US$689.6 
million, 14 per cent higher than in 2016 (US$605.7 million). 
Investment in prevention and responding to violence 
against children is increasing, but challenges remain in 
covering gaps in critical areas such as protection from 
sexual exploitation and abuse, child online protection, 
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child labour, and supporting alternative care reform; and 
unaccompanied and separated children. In response, 
UNICEF child protection continues to strengthen 
engagement with key public sector partners, opening 
possibilities for increased support from the private sector, 
and capitalizing on opportunities afforded by the increased 
focus on adolescents and the area of migration.

Looking ahead
To ensure that no child is left behind, the UNICEF Strategic 
Plan, 2018–2021 aims to achieve results that will in turn 
serve as milestones in achieving the SDGs. UNICEF’s 
direction is centred around three reinforcing outputs to 
support advocacy efforts and programming to scale both 
in and out of emergencies – preventing and responding 
to violence against children (Output 1), accelerating the 

reduction of harmful practices such as FGM and child 
marriage (Output 2), and enhancing children’s access to 
justice (Output 3). Achieving this level of impact will not be 
possible without substantial investment in strengthening 
social service systems and focused efforts on young people 
in the second decade of life. Child protection will continue 
to harness the power of evidence as a driver of change for 
children, working with partners to build data systems to 
ensure accountability for achieving the SDGs.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development offers 
the potential for transformative change. The world has 
new commitments and, increasingly, the knowledge and 
means to overcome obstacles that prevent children from 
realizing their potential and rights. UNICEF will leverage its 
technical leadership, field presence, communications reach 
and resources to intensify the protection of children from 
violence, abuse and exploitation in all settings.

Young children benefiting from community-based activities provided by local partners at a school in Rwanda. 
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STRATEGIC CONTEXT 

Leaving no child behind
As the world enters the third year of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, the child protection sector is at 
a critical moment. Global commitments to address child 
protection issues have reached an all-time high, not least 
because of the integration of relevant targets into the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – notably SDGs 5, 
8 and 16.

Yet increasing evidence confirms the scale of challenges 
ahead for the child protection sector and this remains a 
concern (see Box: The global situation for children). Urgent 
action is required to ensure no child is left behind. This is 
particularly apparent in settings with a humanitarian crisis. 
Over the past 10 years, the number of political conflicts 
alone has almost doubled;1 an estimated 535 million 
children live in countries affected by humanitarian crises. 
Projections indicate that this figure is likely to rise, with 
continued escalation of protracted conflicts with many 

THE GLOBAL SITUATION FOR CHILDREN: LATEST DATA AND TRENDS

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN: Around 7 in 10  
(300 million) children aged 2–4 years are 

regularly subjected to violent discipline in the home. 
More than one in three (130 million) students aged 
13–15 years have experienced bullying. Some 732 
million school-age children, half the global population 
aged 6-17, live in countries where they are not legally 
protected from corporal punishment at school.   
Around 15 million adolescent girls aged 15–19 years 
have experienced forced sex in their lifetime. Very few 
children who are victims of violence seek professional 
help, and even those that do, rarely receive support.1

ARMED VIOLENCE: Almost one in five homicide 
victims was a child, 70 per cent being adolescent 

boys; and nearly half of all homicides were caused by 
firearms.2

CHILD MARRIAGE: The total number of girls  
married in childhood is estimated at 12 million a 

year, but this figure is 25 million less than would have 
been anticipated under global levels 10 years ago. 
However, without further efforts, more than 150 million 
additional girls will marry before their 18th birthday  
by 2030.3

ALTERNATIVE CARE: An estimated 2.7 million children 
are growing up in residential care.7

FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION: An estimated 200 
million girls and women alive today have 

undergone some form of female genital mutilation. 
Continuing at the current rates, 68 million more girls will 
be cut by 2030, in 25 countries where it is routinely 
practised and where relevant data are available.4

CHILDREN ON THE MOVE: Nearly 50 million children 
have migrated across borders or been forcibly 

displaced.  More than half of these children - 28 million in 
total - fled their homes to escape violence and insecurity. 
Today, 12 million children are refugees and child asylum 
seekers, and 16 million children are living in internal 
displacement – a dramatic increase over the past decade.5 

BIRTH REGISTRATION: More than 650 million children 
under 16 have no birth certificate, rendering them 

invisible in the eyes of the state.6

JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN: More than one million 
children are deprived of their liberty by law 

enforcement officials.8

CHILD LABOUR: 168 million children aged 5–17 years 
work, including 5 per cent in the worst forms of child 

labour. Child labour rates in countries affected by armed 
conflict are 77 per cent higher than global averages and 
the incidence of hazardous work is 50 per cent higher.9

Sources: 1 United Nations Children’s Fund, A Familiar Face: Violence in the lives of children and adolescents, UNICEF, New York, 2017;  2 Ibid;  3 UNFPA–UNICEF Global 
Programme to Accelerate Action to End Child Marriage, 2018 data;  4 UNFPA–UNICEF Joint Programme on Eliminating FGM [Female Genital Mutilation]: Accelerating Change, 
2017;  5 Data brief children on the move key facts and figures, UNICEF and UNICEF, UNHCR, IOM, Eurostat and Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, A call 
to action: Protecting children on the move starts with better data, New York, 2018, https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Migration_advocacy_brief.pdf;  6 Wenz, 
Kristen, et al., ‘Beyond Health: Breaking silos to strengthen systems, the need for multi-sector collaboration for improved civil registration and vital statistics’, article being writ-
ten for World Health Bulletin;  7 Petroswki, Nicole, Claudia Cappa and Peter Gross (2017) ‘Estimating the Number of Children in Formal Alternative Care: Challenges and results’, 
Child Abuse and Neglect, vol. 70, August 2017, pp. 388–398;  8 United Nations Children’s Fund, Progress for Children, UNICEF, New York, 2009;  9 8.7 Alliance, Global Estimates of 
Child Labour: Results and trends, 2012–2016, International Labour Organization, 2017.
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in middle-income countries including Libya, the Syrian 
Arab Republic and Ukraine, all of which are experiencing 
disturbing breakdowns in established social service 
structures.

Global trends impacting child 
protection
The humanitarian context is characterized by a shift 
in tactics of parties to conflict, growing disrespect for 
international law, and intentional denial of humanitarian 
access to children. This new landscape calls for sturdier 
social service systems and for even stronger advocacy 
for children’s rights and basic protection. Sustained action 
to strengthen the humanitarian–development nexus is 
also critical, requiring action over multi-year horizons – 
an important entry-point for long-term national system 
development.

The recent and increased flow of people leaving 
their communities of origin has made migration and 
displacement an urgent and increasingly polarizing global 
priority. By 2030, it is estimated that 100 million people will 
be on the move and, though South-to-South migrations 
are likely to remain stable, South-to-North migrations 
are likely to increase.2 UNICEF is already reacting to this 
new dynamic by fostering mutual understanding and 
common approaches between actors in origin, transit and 
destination countries, and creating opportunities to develop 
partnerships with recipient countries. An illustration of 
this is the collaborative launch by UNICEF and the German 
Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth of a national, multi-partner initiative to improve 
protection and care to refugees and migrants in refugee 
centres and support their integration.3

A related issue is that recipient (donor) countries coping 
with increased migration are redirecting resources with 
major consequences on humanitarian aid budgets.4 Donor 
refugee costs rose to more than 10 per cent of total net aid 
flows for 11 core donor countries between 2015 and 2016, 
an average increase of 1.6 per cent of in-country donor 
flows. In 2017, a slight dip in these costs is noted with in-
donor refugee costs amounting to US$14.2 billion; 9.7 per 
cent of total official development assistance compared to 
11 per cent in 2016.5

By 2030, the world’s population is expected to reach 8.5 
billion, largely concentrated in East and South Asia and 
sub-Saharan Africa, placing significant burden on fragile 
social welfare infrastructure.6 Furthermore, with almost 
two thirds of people projected to live in cities by 2050, 
child protection systems will need to be better adapted to 
cope with the new urban complexities. These issues are 
compounded by increasing numbers of protracted crises 

Protecting Children from Violence: An 
evaluation of UNICEF’s strategies and 
programme performance (evaluation)

Global Action to Prevent and Address 
Trafficking in Person and the Smuggling 
of Migrants (2015–2019) (partnership)

Launch of multi-year Global Study 
on Children Deprived of their Liberty 
(report)

United Nations, Rights of the Child, 
General Assembly Resolution 70/137, 
17 December 2015 (Resolution)

2014

2015

Global Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics Group (partnership)

Know Violence in Childhood 
(partnership)

Launch of Children, Not Soldiers 
(campaign)

Ending Violence Against Children: 
Six strategies for action (report)

Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism 
Guidelines and Field Manual 
(guidance)

United Nations, Child, Early and Forced 
Marriage, General Assembly 
Resolution 69/156, 18 December 
2014 (Resolution)

United Nations, Protecting Children 
from Bullying, General Assembly 
Resolution 69/158, 18 December 
2014 (Resolution)

Hidden in Plain Sight: 
A statistical analysis of 

violence against 
children (report)

Minimum Standards for 
Prevention and Response 
to Gender-Based Violence 
in Emergencies (guidance)

United Nations, Rights of the 
Child, General Assembly 

Resolution 69/157, which 
included a call upon the 

Secretary-General to 
commission a global study on 

children deprived of liberty, 18 
December 2014 (Resolution)

Integrated Disarmament, Demobiliza-
tion and Reintegration Standards and 
Operational Guide (guidance)

Safe Schools Declaration and 
Guidelines for Protecting Schools and 
Universities from Military Use during 
Armed Conflict (guidance)

Guidelines for Integrating 
Gender-Based Violence Interventions 
in Humanitarian Action: Reducing risk, 
promoting resilience and aiding 
recovery (guidance)

Child Protection Planning, Monitoring 
and Evaluation Resource Pack 
(guidance)

CHILD PROTECTION STRATEGIC 
MILESTONES, 2014-2017

United Nations, Security 
Council Resolution 2225, 
adding Parties Abducting 

Children During Armed 
Conflict to List Monitoring 

Grave Human Rights 
Violators, 18 June 2015 

(Resolution)

Global Working Group 
to End School-Related 

Gender-Based Violence 
(partnership)

Launch of UNFPA–UNICEF 
Joint Programme to 

Eliminate Female Genital 
Mutilation Phase II 
(Joint Programme)

Evaluation of the 
Gender-Based Violence 

Information Management 
System (evaluation)

FIGURE 2: Tracking the key milestones 2014–2017 
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and urban displacement, with cities accommodating ever 
larger influxes of people in search of security, better access 
to basic services and greater economic opportunities.7 
UNICEF is already addressing these challenges; for 
example, in Latin America, by integrating violence/
adolescent programming in urban municipalities and 
addressing the particular vulnerabilities of children on  
the move.

Digital technology is rapidly changing the world, and as 
more children go online this increasingly changes the 
nature of childhood. An estimated one in three Internet 
users is under 18, so connectivity has the potential to be a 
‘game changer’ for some of the world’s most marginalized 
children, helping them fulfil their potential and break 
intergenerational cycles of poverty. Yet it also brings 
increased risks. Recent evidence suggests there are more 
than 1 million child sexual abuse images on the Internet 
daily, making UNICEF’s work to protect children online of 
increasing urgency.

Value for money – the cost of inaction
Without sustained action for children, countries will 
continue to pay a heavy price. Global costs of violence 
against children is estimated to be around US$7 trillion 
(or 8 per cent of the world’s gross domestic product), 
impacting employment markets and national productivity, 
and requiring greater investments across sectors including 
health, social services and justice.8 Forced labour is 
estimated to supply more than US$150 billion in illegal 
profits per year, and costs of children’s association with 
armed forces or groups are estimated to be in excess of 
US$144 million per year.9 

Moreover, social consequences are daunting. Violence 
during the early years of life cause life-long impacts not 
only on the boys and girls themselves, but also on their 
families and communities; and the intergenerational impact 
of sexual violence is well documented. Despite progress 
across many countries in strengthening child protection 
systems, national budgets for child protection remain low 
and fragmented. For example, as part of UNICEF’s pilot 
work to develop benchmarks for national child protection 
budgeting, recent studies in Côte d’Ivoire and Indonesia 
note that spending on child protection accounts (on 
average) for less than 0.5 per cent of annual government 
expenditure in each of these countries. 

Within this context, UNICEF is committed to driving 
forward cost-effective evidence-based strategies 
that maximize equitable results, increase programme 
efficiencies and effectiveness to deliver results at scale, 
and bring about long-term improvements.

Protecting Children from Violence: An 
evaluation of UNICEF’s strategies and 
programme performance (evaluation)

Global Action to Prevent and Address 
Trafficking in Person and the Smuggling 
of Migrants (2015–2019) (partnership)

Launch of multi-year Global Study 
on Children Deprived of their Liberty 
(report)

United Nations, Rights of the Child, 
General Assembly Resolution 70/137, 
17 December 2015 (Resolution)

INSPIRE: Seven strategies for ending 
violence against children (global policy)

New York Declaration for Refugees 
and Migrants (declaration)

Alliance 8.7 (partnership)

Alliance for Child Protection in 
Humanitarian Action (partnership)

Launch of UNFPA–UNICEF Global 
Programme to Accelerate Action to 
End Child Marriage (partnership)

2015 (continued)

2016

Integrated Disarmament, Demobiliza-
tion and Reintegration Standards and 
Operational Guide (guidance)

Safe Schools Declaration and 
Guidelines for Protecting Schools and 
Universities from Military Use during 
Armed Conflict (guidance)

Guidelines for Integrating 
Gender-Based Violence Interventions 
in Humanitarian Action: Reducing risk, 
promoting resilience and aiding 
recovery (guidance)

Child Protection Planning, Monitoring 
and Evaluation Resource Pack 
(guidance)

Global Partnership to 
End Violence Against 

Children (End Violence) 
(partnership)

10-year anniversary of 
the Paris Commitments 

and Paris Principles 
(global summit)

Terminology Guidelines 
for the Protection of 

Children from Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual 

Abuse (‘Luxembourg 
Guidelines’) (guidance)

Coalition on Every Child’s 
Right to a Nationality 

(partnership)

Call to Action on 
Protection from 

Gender-Based Violence 
in Emergencies: Road 

map 2016–2020 (plan)

WePROTECT Global 
Alliance to End Child 

Sexual Exploitation 
Online (partnership)

Growing Up in Conflict: 
The impact on children’s 

mental health and 
psychosocial well-being 

(report)

United Nations, Elimination of Female 
Genital Mutilation, Human Rights 
Council Resolution 32/21 
(A/HRC/32/L.31/Rev.1, 32nd Session), 
1 July 2016 (Resolution)
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Linking child protection to the SDGs 
and 2030 Agenda 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
represents a new level of ambition in social, economic and 
environmental development. The international community’s 
adoption of the Agenda and its 17 SDGs represents a 
commitment both to complete the unfinished business 
of the Millennium Development Goals and to expand it to 
address the new emerging trends that will shape 2030. 
The SDGs place a much stronger emphasis on equitable 
development and on leaving no one behind, which demand 
greater attention to addressing inequalities along multiple 
dimensions – both within and between countries.10 UNICEF 
is leading efforts to track progress against the SDG targets 
as the global ‘data custodian’ for 10 SDG indicators, and 
joint custodian for an additional 7 SDG indicators. Of these 
17 indicators, 8 are child protection indicators.

If the world is to meet commitments in the ‘new’ global 
child protection agenda, UNICEF and partners will need to 
be judicious and flexible in responding to the trends and 
growing complexities impacting children around the world 
today. Leveraging its comparative advantage as the global 
convening authority, alongside a technical presence in more 
than 150 countries, UNICEF leads the way in supporting 
Member States to translate global commitments 
for children into national plans, processes and public 
investments that deliver sustainable change. UNICEF has 
been a critical leader in facilitating the many milestones 
that have contributed to the sector reaching this high point 
in the past four years (see Figure 2): through advocacy 
and influencing policy and action; providing thought 
leadership in evidence generation and global standard 
setting; fostering strategic partnerships for cohesive, 
coordinated action (see Annex 3: List of partners); scaling 
up programming; and developing mechanisms to measure 
progress against the SDGs. This report details the results 
accomplished over the strategic plan period, with particular 
reference to reporting on the key results emerging in 2017.

Positioning UNICEF to respond to 
the challenges – the new strategic 
direction
UNICEF’s strategic direction over the next four years 
builds on the lessons learned and results achieved during 
2014–2017. The new UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2018–2021 
provides a vehicle to support the 2030 Agenda, and 
articulates UNICEF child protection’s future directions and 
strategic priorities over the coming four years. It articulates 
what UNICEF will focus on, how it will deliver results for 
children, and identifies the enabling factors to support 
implementation. Responding to the 2030 Agenda and the 
call to “leave no one behind”, UNICEF will help countries 
to continue to close equity gaps related to child protection, 

INSPIRE: Seven strategies for ending 
violence against children (global policy)

New York Declaration for Refugees 
and Migrants (declaration)

Alliance 8.7 (partnership)

Alliance for Child Protection in 
Humanitarian Action (partnership)

Launch of UNFPA–UNICEF Global 
Programme to Accelerate Action to 
End Child Marriage (partnership)

2016 (continued)

2017

World Bank Group’s 
Identification for 

Development (ID4D) 
initiative (partnership)

United Nations, Rights of the 
Child, General Assembly 
Resolution 71/177, 19 

December 2016 (Resolution)

Global Programme 
Framework for Children 

on the Move (plan)

Inter-Agency 
Gender-Based Violence 

Case Management 
Guidelines (guidance)

World Bank, Principles 
on Identification for 

Sustainable Develop-
ment: Toward the digital 

age (guidance)

INSPIRE Handbook and 
Indicators Compendium 

(guidance)

United Nations, Child, 
Early and Forced 

Marriage in Humanitari-
an Settings, Human 

Rights Council 
Resolution 35/16, 22 

June 2017 (Resolution)

United Nations, Elimination of Female 
Genital Mutilation, Human Rights 
Council Resolution 32/21 
(A/HRC/32/L.31/Rev.1, 32nd Session), 
1 July 2016 (Resolution)

Vancouver Principles on Peace 
Operations and Preventing the 
Recruitment and Use of Child Soldiers 
(global policy)

Field Handbook on Unaccompanied and 
Separated Children (guidance)

Beyond Borders: How to make the 
global compacts on migration and 
refugees work for uprooted children 
(report)

Council of Europe’s Guidelines on 
Children’s Rights in a Digital 
Environment (guidance)

A Familiar Face: Violence in the lives of 
children and adolescents (report)

Toolkit on Unaccompanied and 
Separated Children (guidance)

Preventing and Responding to Violence 
Against Children and Adolescents: 
Theory of change (guidance) 

Tracking Progress Initiative: Tool for 
measuring the implementation of the 
Guidelines for the Alternative Care of 
Children (guidance)

United Nations, Rights of the Child, 
General Assembly Resolution 72/245, 
24 December 2017 (Resolution) 
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which predominantly affect the hardest to reach and the 
most vulnerable.

Greater emphasis is being placed on scaling up action and 
investments to strengthen child protection systems, and in 
particular, the role of the social service workforce. Priority 
will be on addressing the specific protection needs of boys 
and girls and on strengthening the protective environment 

through critical investments in national systems. UNICEF 
will advocate and support programming to scale up action 
in three key output areas: preventing and responding 
to violence against children (Output 1); accelerating the 
reduction of harmful practices, such as FGM and child 
marriage (Output 2); and enhancing children’s access to 
justice (Output 3) (see also Figure 24). 

A Just Play Programme Manager, preparing children in Samoa to participate in a 2017 sports event organised by Just Play - the Oceania 
Football Confederation’s sport for a development programme, that works with UNICEF to reach thousands of children through the powerful 
medium of sport.
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RESULTS BY PROGRAMME AREA
To achieve improved and equitable prevention of and 
response to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect of 
children (UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2014–2017, Outcome 
6), UNICEF implements an integrated approach to child 
protection, addressing the full spectrum of risk factors 
and underlying vulnerabilities in children’s lives from early 
childhood to adolescence, across development, fragile 
states and humanitarian contexts. The UNICEF Strategic 
Plan, 2014–2017 set specific targets for child protection 
at three levels: outputs reflecting UNICEF’s contributions 
most directly, outcomes reflecting results of shared action; 
and impacts reflecting collective actions of Member States 
with support from UNICEF and partners.

UNICEF child protection measures progress towards 
achievement of strategic outputs through 20 targets across 
various categories. The categories impact on demand 
factors (such as galvanizing social change in individuals, 
families and communities), supply factors (such as scaling 
up the quality and accessibility of social services), fostering 
an enabling environment (such as improving and enforcing 
legislative and policy frameworks), targets related to 
humanitarian situations, and addressing issues of gender 
parity and human rights. This section covers country actions 
and results around seven child protection programme areas 
that contribute towards achieving these outputs (see also 
Annex 2).

BETWEEN  
2014 AND 2017, 

UNICEF-SUPPORTED  
CHILD PROTECTION  

Interventions reached 

millions of boys and girls 

across development and  

humanitarian contexts

25.3 MILLION CHILDREN 

involved in child labour were 
reached by one or more UNICEF-

supported interventions

52.4 MILLION CHILDREN 

had their birth registered through 
UNICEF-supported programmes

24.5 MILLION PEOPLE in almost 
9,000 COMMUNITIES

 made public declarations to abandon  
female genital mutilation

15 MILLION CHILDREN

 received weapons-related  
risk education

11.6 MILLION PEOPLE

were reached through 
community-based messaging on 

child marriage

AROUND 3.6 MILLION GIRLS, 
BOYS AND WOMEN

were reached with actions to address 
gender-based violence in emergencies  

in 2017, compared to an annual  
reach of 400,000 in 2014

MORE THAN  
120,000 CHILDREN

released from armed forces and groups 
through UNICEF and partner advocacy 

support received appropriate care 
 and services

FIGURE 3: UNICEF child protection programme reach 2014–2017: selected highlights
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OUTPUT A: Enhanced support and increased capacity 
of children and families to protect themselves and to 
eliminate practices and behaviours harmful to children

•	 The number of countries in which UNICEF-supported 
programmes aimed at increasing children’s capacity to 
identify, prevent and/or report more than one form of violence 
reached at least 75 per cent of the target population 
increased from 7 countries in 2014 to at least 35 countries  
in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 3’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with 75 per cent of targeted parents 
reached by programmes addressing child-rearing practices 
increased from 3 countries in 2014 to 36 countries in 2017  
(see ‘Programme Area 3’ for further results).

OUTPUT D: Increased country capacity and delivery of 
services to ensure that children’s right to protection from 
violence, abuse and exploitation is sustained and promoted 
in humanitarian situations

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children in humanitarian situations 
benefiting from psychosocial support increased from a reach of 81 per 
cent of targeted children in 2014 to 89 per cent in 2017. 

•	 The number of countries in humanitarian action in which the country 
sub-cluster coordination mechanism for child protection met 
UNICEF’s Core Commitments for Children standards for coordination 
increased from coverage of 74 per cent in 2014 to 85 per cent in 2017. 

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children released from armed 
forces and groups who were reintegrated increased from a reach 
of 82 per cent of targeted children in 2014 to 119 per cent of targeted 
(plus other) children in 2017.

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children who benefited from 
weapons-related risk education increased from a reach of 86 per 
cent in 2016 (when data was first available) to 114 per cent of  
targeted (plus other) children in 2017.

•	 All country situations with UNICEF-supported mechanisms to monitor 
and report on grave violations against children were monitored during 
2014–2017 (see ‘Programme Area 6’ for further results).

OUTPUT B: Increased national capacity to provide 
access to child protection systems that prevent and 
respond to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

•	 The number of countries with functioning child protection 
systems offering preventative and response services  
increased from 38 in 2014 to 50 in 2017 (see ‘Programme  
Area 2’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with availability of free and universal 
birth registration increased from 114 in 2014 to 125 in 2017  
(see ‘Programme Area 5’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries in which procedures and services for 
children in contact with the law are applied and delivered in 
line with international norms increased from 26 in 2014 to 35  
in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 4’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries (of those in which child marriage 
prevalence is 25 per cent or higher) with national strategies or 
plans on child marriage with a budget increased from 2 countries 
in 2014 to 12 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 7’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with comprehensive national 
approaches on early childhood development that include 
budgets and functioning coordination mechanisms increased 
from 56 in 2014 to 63 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 3’ for 
further results).

OUTPUT E: Increased capacity of governments and 
communities to identify and respond to human rights and 
gender-equality dimensions of child protection

•	 The number of countries that have revised or improved child 
protection policies on the basis of a gender review supported by 
UNICEF increased from 23 in 2014 to 51 in 2017.

•	 The number of countries that collect and publish routine 
administrative data on violence, exploitation and abuse of children, 
including violent deaths and injuries increased from 25 in 2014 to  
31 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 1’ for further results).

OUTPUT C: Strengthened political commitment, 
accountability and national capacity to legislate, plan 
and budget for scaling up interventions that prevent and 
respond to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

•	 The number of countries with legislation on child protection 
consistent with or better than international standards 
increased from 33 countries in 2014 to 48 in 2017 (see 
‘Programme Area 2’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with legislation in place 
that recognize children’s right to be heard in civil and 
administrative proceedings that affect them (in line with 
article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child) 
increased from 119 countries in 2014 to 133 in 2017 (see 
‘Programme Area 4’ for further results).

OUTPUT F: Enhanced global and regional capacity to 
accelerate progress in child protection

•	 Since 2014, UNICEF produced 133 peer-reviewed journals or research 
publications on child protection. In 2017, UNICEF child protection 
generated at least 187 knowledge products, including 40 peer-reviewed 
journals or research publications.

•	 Action to amplify and enhance coordination and partnerships to 
advocate and influence policy, harness and leverage resources 
and strengthen programming for at-scale results for children was 
significantly advanced, including through partnerships such as the 
Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children (End Violence); 
INSPIRE partners; the Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian 
Action; with the International Organization for Migration and the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and as part of 
the Coalition on Every Child’s Right to a Nationality, and World Bank’s 
Identification for Development (ID4D) initiative on legal identity. In the 
context of the UN reform agenda, UNICEF and UNFPA co-lead the two 
largest UN joint programmes. Joint, large-scale innovative programming 
is contributing to national efforts to reduce child marriage rates, 
including in priority countries such as India where rates have declined 
by 21 per cent since 2005. In the 17 joint FGM programme countries, 
there has been a threefold increase in the number of communities 
participating in public declarations of support for the abandonment 
of FGM since 2014 (see Annex 3 and all Programme Areas for more 
information on key global and regional partnerships).

UNICEF 2014-2017 STRATEGIC PLAN OUTPUTS: RESULT SUMMARY  
OUTPUT A: Enhanced support and increased capacity 
of children and families to protect themselves and to 
eliminate practices and behaviours harmful to children

•	 The number of countries in which UNICEF-supported 
programmes aimed at increasing children’s capacity to 
identify, prevent and/or report more than one form of violence 
reached at least 75 per cent of the target population 
increased from 7 countries in 2014 to at least 35 countries  
in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 3’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with 75 per cent of targeted parents 
reached by programmes addressing child-rearing practices 
increased from 3 countries in 2014 to 36 countries in 2017  
(see ‘Programme Area 3’ for further results).

OUTPUT D: Increased country capacity and delivery of 
services to ensure that children’s right to protection from 
violence, abuse and exploitation is sustained and promoted 
in humanitarian situations

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children in humanitarian situations 
benefiting from psychosocial support increased from a reach of 81 per 
cent of targeted children in 2014 to 89 per cent in 2017. 

•	 The number of countries in humanitarian action in which the country 
sub-cluster coordination mechanism for child protection met 
UNICEF’s Core Commitments for Children standards for coordination 
increased from coverage of 74 per cent in 2014 to 85 per cent in 2017. 

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children released from armed 
forces and groups who were reintegrated increased from a reach 
of 82 per cent of targeted children in 2014 to 119 per cent of targeted 
(plus other) children in 2017.

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children who benefited from 
weapons-related risk education increased from a reach of 86 per 
cent in 2016 (when data was first available) to 114 per cent of  
targeted (plus other) children in 2017.

•	 All country situations with UNICEF-supported mechanisms to monitor 
and report on grave violations against children were monitored during 
2014–2017 (see ‘Programme Area 6’ for further results).

OUTPUT B: Increased national capacity to provide 
access to child protection systems that prevent and 
respond to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

•	 The number of countries with functioning child protection 
systems offering preventative and response services  
increased from 38 in 2014 to 50 in 2017 (see ‘Programme  
Area 2’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with availability of free and universal 
birth registration increased from 114 in 2014 to 125 in 2017  
(see ‘Programme Area 5’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries in which procedures and services for 
children in contact with the law are applied and delivered in 
line with international norms increased from 26 in 2014 to 35  
in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 4’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries (of those in which child marriage 
prevalence is 25 per cent or higher) with national strategies or 
plans on child marriage with a budget increased from 2 countries 
in 2014 to 12 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 7’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with comprehensive national 
approaches on early childhood development that include 
budgets and functioning coordination mechanisms increased 
from 56 in 2014 to 63 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 3’ for 
further results).

OUTPUT E: Increased capacity of governments and 
communities to identify and respond to human rights and 
gender-equality dimensions of child protection

•	 The number of countries that have revised or improved child 
protection policies on the basis of a gender review supported by 
UNICEF increased from 23 in 2014 to 51 in 2017.

•	 The number of countries that collect and publish routine 
administrative data on violence, exploitation and abuse of children, 
including violent deaths and injuries increased from 25 in 2014 to  
31 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 1’ for further results).

OUTPUT C: Strengthened political commitment, 
accountability and national capacity to legislate, plan 
and budget for scaling up interventions that prevent and 
respond to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

•	 The number of countries with legislation on child protection 
consistent with or better than international standards 
increased from 33 countries in 2014 to 48 in 2017 (see 
‘Programme Area 2’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with legislation in place 
that recognize children’s right to be heard in civil and 
administrative proceedings that affect them (in line with 
article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child) 
increased from 119 countries in 2014 to 133 in 2017 (see 
‘Programme Area 4’ for further results).

OUTPUT F: Enhanced global and regional capacity to 
accelerate progress in child protection

•	 Since 2014, UNICEF produced 133 peer-reviewed journals or research 
publications on child protection. In 2017, UNICEF child protection 
generated at least 187 knowledge products, including 40 peer-reviewed 
journals or research publications.

•	 Action to amplify and enhance coordination and partnerships to 
advocate and influence policy, harness and leverage resources 
and strengthen programming for at-scale results for children was 
significantly advanced, including through partnerships such as the 
Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children (End Violence); 
INSPIRE partners; the Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian 
Action; with the International Organization for Migration and the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and as part of 
the Coalition on Every Child’s Right to a Nationality, and World Bank’s 
Identification for Development (ID4D) initiative on legal identity. In the 
context of the UN reform agenda, UNICEF and UNFPA co-lead the two 
largest UN joint programmes. Joint, large-scale innovative programming 
is contributing to national efforts to reduce child marriage rates, 
including in priority countries such as India where rates have declined 
by 21 per cent since 2005. In the 17 joint FGM programme countries, 
there has been a threefold increase in the number of communities 
participating in public declarations of support for the abandonment 
of FGM since 2014 (see Annex 3 and all Programme Areas for more 
information on key global and regional partnerships).
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OUTPUT A: Enhanced support and increased capacity 
of children and families to protect themselves and to 
eliminate practices and behaviours harmful to children

•	 The number of countries in which UNICEF-supported 
programmes aimed at increasing children’s capacity to 
identify, prevent and/or report more than one form of violence 
reached at least 75 per cent of the target population 
increased from 7 countries in 2014 to at least 35 countries  
in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 3’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with 75 per cent of targeted parents 
reached by programmes addressing child-rearing practices 
increased from 3 countries in 2014 to 36 countries in 2017  
(see ‘Programme Area 3’ for further results).

OUTPUT D: Increased country capacity and delivery of 
services to ensure that children’s right to protection from 
violence, abuse and exploitation is sustained and promoted 
in humanitarian situations

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children in humanitarian situations 
benefiting from psychosocial support increased from a reach of 81 per 
cent of targeted children in 2014 to 89 per cent in 2017. 

•	 The number of countries in humanitarian action in which the country 
sub-cluster coordination mechanism for child protection met 
UNICEF’s Core Commitments for Children standards for coordination 
increased from coverage of 74 per cent in 2014 to 85 per cent in 2017. 

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children released from armed 
forces and groups who were reintegrated increased from a reach 
of 82 per cent of targeted children in 2014 to 119 per cent of targeted 
(plus other) children in 2017.

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children who benefited from 
weapons-related risk education increased from a reach of 86 per 
cent in 2016 (when data was first available) to 114 per cent of  
targeted (plus other) children in 2017.

•	 All country situations with UNICEF-supported mechanisms to monitor 
and report on grave violations against children were monitored during 
2014–2017 (see ‘Programme Area 6’ for further results).

OUTPUT B: Increased national capacity to provide 
access to child protection systems that prevent and 
respond to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

•	 The number of countries with functioning child protection 
systems offering preventative and response services  
increased from 38 in 2014 to 50 in 2017 (see ‘Programme  
Area 2’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with availability of free and universal 
birth registration increased from 114 in 2014 to 125 in 2017  
(see ‘Programme Area 5’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries in which procedures and services for 
children in contact with the law are applied and delivered in 
line with international norms increased from 26 in 2014 to 35  
in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 4’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries (of those in which child marriage 
prevalence is 25 per cent or higher) with national strategies or 
plans on child marriage with a budget increased from 2 countries 
in 2014 to 12 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 7’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with comprehensive national 
approaches on early childhood development that include 
budgets and functioning coordination mechanisms increased 
from 56 in 2014 to 63 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 3’ for 
further results).

OUTPUT E: Increased capacity of governments and 
communities to identify and respond to human rights and 
gender-equality dimensions of child protection

•	 The number of countries that have revised or improved child 
protection policies on the basis of a gender review supported by 
UNICEF increased from 23 in 2014 to 51 in 2017.

•	 The number of countries that collect and publish routine 
administrative data on violence, exploitation and abuse of children, 
including violent deaths and injuries increased from 25 in 2014 to  
31 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 1’ for further results).

OUTPUT C: Strengthened political commitment, 
accountability and national capacity to legislate, plan 
and budget for scaling up interventions that prevent and 
respond to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

•	 The number of countries with legislation on child protection 
consistent with or better than international standards 
increased from 33 countries in 2014 to 48 in 2017 (see 
‘Programme Area 2’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with legislation in place 
that recognize children’s right to be heard in civil and 
administrative proceedings that affect them (in line with 
article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child) 
increased from 119 countries in 2014 to 133 in 2017 (see 
‘Programme Area 4’ for further results).

OUTPUT F: Enhanced global and regional capacity to 
accelerate progress in child protection

•	 Since 2014, UNICEF produced 133 peer-reviewed journals or research 
publications on child protection. In 2017, UNICEF child protection 
generated at least 187 knowledge products, including 40 peer-reviewed 
journals or research publications.

•	 Action to amplify and enhance coordination and partnerships to 
advocate and influence policy, harness and leverage resources 
and strengthen programming for at-scale results for children was 
significantly advanced, including through partnerships such as the 
Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children (End Violence); 
INSPIRE partners; the Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian 
Action; with the International Organization for Migration and the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and as part of 
the Coalition on Every Child’s Right to a Nationality, and World Bank’s 
Identification for Development (ID4D) initiative on legal identity. In the 
context of the UN reform agenda, UNICEF and UNFPA co-lead the two 
largest UN joint programmes. Joint, large-scale innovative programming 
is contributing to national efforts to reduce child marriage rates, 
including in priority countries such as India where rates have declined 
by 21 per cent since 2005. In the 17 joint FGM programme countries, 
there has been a threefold increase in the number of communities 
participating in public declarations of support for the abandonment 
of FGM since 2014 (see Annex 3 and all Programme Areas for more 
information on key global and regional partnerships).
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Child protection
systems:

139

Sexual abuse & 
exploitation:

93
Justice for  
children:

96

Children on  
the move:

78

Violence in  
the home:

36

Violence against 
children:

125
Child online  
protection:

47

Birth Registration/
CRVS systems:
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Child

marriage:
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Emergency  
response:

81
Child labor:

45

FIGURE 4: UNICEF child protection programming scale, 2017 (number of countries)

FIGURE 5: Child protection expenses by programme area, 2017
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OUTPUT A: Enhanced support and increased capacity 
of children and families to protect themselves and to 
eliminate practices and behaviours harmful to children

•	 The number of countries in which UNICEF-supported 
programmes aimed at increasing children’s capacity to 
identify, prevent and/or report more than one form of violence 
reached at least 75 per cent of the target population 
increased from 7 countries in 2014 to at least 35 countries  
in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 3’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with 75 per cent of targeted parents 
reached by programmes addressing child-rearing practices 
increased from 3 countries in 2014 to 36 countries in 2017  
(see ‘Programme Area 3’ for further results).

OUTPUT D: Increased country capacity and delivery of 
services to ensure that children’s right to protection from 
violence, abuse and exploitation is sustained and promoted 
in humanitarian situations

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children in humanitarian situations 
benefiting from psychosocial support increased from a reach of 81 per 
cent of targeted children in 2014 to 89 per cent in 2017. 

•	 The number of countries in humanitarian action in which the country 
sub-cluster coordination mechanism for child protection met 
UNICEF’s Core Commitments for Children standards for coordination 
increased from coverage of 74 per cent in 2014 to 85 per cent in 2017. 

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children released from armed 
forces and groups who were reintegrated increased from a reach 
of 82 per cent of targeted children in 2014 to 119 per cent of targeted 
(plus other) children in 2017.

•	 The proportion of UNICEF-targeted children who benefited from 
weapons-related risk education increased from a reach of 86 per 
cent in 2016 (when data was first available) to 114 per cent of  
targeted (plus other) children in 2017.

•	 All country situations with UNICEF-supported mechanisms to monitor 
and report on grave violations against children were monitored during 
2014–2017 (see ‘Programme Area 6’ for further results).

OUTPUT B: Increased national capacity to provide 
access to child protection systems that prevent and 
respond to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

•	 The number of countries with functioning child protection 
systems offering preventative and response services  
increased from 38 in 2014 to 50 in 2017 (see ‘Programme  
Area 2’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with availability of free and universal 
birth registration increased from 114 in 2014 to 125 in 2017  
(see ‘Programme Area 5’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries in which procedures and services for 
children in contact with the law are applied and delivered in 
line with international norms increased from 26 in 2014 to 35  
in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 4’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries (of those in which child marriage 
prevalence is 25 per cent or higher) with national strategies or 
plans on child marriage with a budget increased from 2 countries 
in 2014 to 12 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 7’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with comprehensive national 
approaches on early childhood development that include 
budgets and functioning coordination mechanisms increased 
from 56 in 2014 to 63 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 3’ for 
further results).

OUTPUT E: Increased capacity of governments and 
communities to identify and respond to human rights and 
gender-equality dimensions of child protection

•	 The number of countries that have revised or improved child 
protection policies on the basis of a gender review supported by 
UNICEF increased from 23 in 2014 to 51 in 2017.

•	 The number of countries that collect and publish routine 
administrative data on violence, exploitation and abuse of children, 
including violent deaths and injuries increased from 25 in 2014 to  
31 in 2017 (see ‘Programme Area 1’ for further results).

OUTPUT C: Strengthened political commitment, 
accountability and national capacity to legislate, plan 
and budget for scaling up interventions that prevent and 
respond to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

•	 The number of countries with legislation on child protection 
consistent with or better than international standards 
increased from 33 countries in 2014 to 48 in 2017 (see 
‘Programme Area 2’ for further results).

•	 The number of countries with legislation in place 
that recognize children’s right to be heard in civil and 
administrative proceedings that affect them (in line with 
article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child) 
increased from 119 countries in 2014 to 133 in 2017 (see 
‘Programme Area 4’ for further results).

OUTPUT F: Enhanced global and regional capacity to 
accelerate progress in child protection

•	 Since 2014, UNICEF produced 133 peer-reviewed journals or research 
publications on child protection. In 2017, UNICEF child protection 
generated at least 187 knowledge products, including 40 peer-reviewed 
journals or research publications.

•	 Action to amplify and enhance coordination and partnerships to 
advocate and influence policy, harness and leverage resources 
and strengthen programming for at-scale results for children was 
significantly advanced, including through partnerships such as the 
Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children (End Violence); 
INSPIRE partners; the Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian 
Action; with the International Organization for Migration and the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and as part of 
the Coalition on Every Child’s Right to a Nationality, and World Bank’s 
Identification for Development (ID4D) initiative on legal identity. In the 
context of the UN reform agenda, UNICEF and UNFPA co-lead the two 
largest UN joint programmes. Joint, large-scale innovative programming 
is contributing to national efforts to reduce child marriage rates, 
including in priority countries such as India where rates have declined 
by 21 per cent since 2005. In the 17 joint FGM programme countries, 
there has been a threefold increase in the number of communities 
participating in public declarations of support for the abandonment 
of FGM since 2014 (see Annex 3 and all Programme Areas for more 
information on key global and regional partnerships).

UNICEF 2014-2017 STRATEGIC PLAN OUTPUTS: RESULT SUMMARY  
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In 2017, UNICEF’s child protection expenditure was 
US$689.6 million, 14 per cent higher than in 2016 
(US$605.7 million). Child protection programming in 
emergencies accounted for the largest share (30 per cent), 
across 81 countries, including seven Level 3 emergencies 
(in Bangladesh, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Iraq, Nigeria, South Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Yemen), and three Level 2 emergencies (in the Central 
African Republic, the Horn of Africa and the Lake Chad 
Basin). The largest area of expenditure growth for child 
protection interventions was in addressing violence against 
children (Programme Area 3), which grew from 13 per cent 
of total expenditure in 2016 to 17 per cent in 2017 (see also 
Annex 1).

In 2017, UNICEF child protection operated in over 150 
countries with interventions across all seven programme 
areas. Of these, 33 per cent were upper-middle-income 
countries (52) of which almost 40 per cent were in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, and 24 per cent were low-
income countries (with 76 per cent located in West and 
Central Africa, and Eastern and Southern Africa). Of 
expenses related to systems strengthening, 41 per cent 
was spent in lower-middle-income countries. UNICEF 

support for violence against children was focused across 
all country types, but upper-middle-income countries 
accounted for the largest share (34 per cent), in part due 
to accelerated actions to address violence against children 
in all its forms in Latin America and the Caribbean, the 
Middle East and North Africa, and Europe and Central Asia. 
Action to tackle harmful practices continued to be primarily 
focused in lower-middle- and low-income countries, 
accounting for 66 per cent of overall 2017 expenditure 
for Programme Area 7. With the increasing numbers of 
protracted humanitarian crises, especially in the Middle 
East and North Africa, 26 per cent of countries in which 
UNICEF child protection humanitarian action was engaged 
were upper-middle-income, including Iraq, Jordan and 
Lebanon. However, most expenditure for Programme Area 
6 was centred on support to low-income countries (36 per 
cent).

A total of 790 professional staff managed child protection 
programming in 2017. The vast majority (90 per cent) were 
posted in 119 UNICEF country offices (with 40 per cent in 
43 African countries), and the remainder in regional offices 
(4 per cent) and headquarters (6 per cent).

FIGURE 6: UNICEF child protection countries per income classification, 2017 

Source of classification: World Bank, World Bank Country and Lending Groups, 2018.
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With two million people displaced within South Sudan’s borders, the Bentiu Protection of Civilians site (PoC), established in December 
2013, hosts some 114,000 internally displaced persons (as of late June 2017). Within the PoC site, some 95 per cent of children are enrolled 
at the UNICEF and partner supported primary schools and psychosocial support is offered through Child Friendly Spaces.
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SOUTH AFRICA
Funds utilized: US $1,119,586 

Action/result: enabled UNICEF to 
push forward with its support to 
the Integrated Programme of Action 
on Violence against Women and 
Children, including social protection 
programming, and to the Isibindi child 
and youth care programme, resulting 
in over 6,700 child and youth care 
workers being trained, in addition to 
the establishment of 400 Safe Parks 
and Drop-in centres, and the creation 
of 60 specialized courts and 66 
Thuthuzela (one-stop care) centres.
Strategic Significance: integrated 
approach to prevent and address 
violence against children that 
combines social service workforce 
strengthening, youth engagement 
and training, and the creation of 
safe spaces and drop-in centres 
to expand reach to cover both the 
greatest numbers and the most 
vulnerable and marginalized children.

INDONESIA
Funds utilized: US $344,307 

Action/result: supported the piloting of a 
model to prevent child marriage, engaging with 
religious leaders and adolescents; contributed 
to child protection financial benchmarking work; 
and helped with preparations for the upcoming 
Violence Against Children Survey (VACS). Action 
also resulted in institutional capacity development 
for integrated child welfare services programmes 
in five pilot sites, resulting in more than a 
quadrupling in the number of children receiving 
protection services in 2017.
Strategic Significance: achieving multi-faceted 
programming and informing evidence-based 
development of theory of change for eliminating 
harmful cultural practices and all forms of violence 
against children. 

CAMBODIA
Funds utilized: US $803,772 

Action/result: supported the ongoing 
implementation of a combined child protection and 
alternative care approach to expand the number 
of children reached with services, including 
developing an innovative Partnership Programme 
for the Protection of Children to provide protection 
services to 8,415 vulnerable children (46 per 
cent girls) and skills-based training for 33 social 
workers. Critical support was provided for short- 
and long-term family and community-based care 
of 604 separated children who were previously in 
residential and other care facilities.
Strategic Significance: expanding a comprehensive 
alternative care system to maximise reach to 
children who are the most vulnerable. 

VIET NAM
Funds utilized: US $503,909 

Action/result: multiple programming aspects supported, including advocacy around adoption of the government decree 
on violence against children; completion of a costing analysis of child protection services; literature review on child 
marriage; and the establishment of social work centres and development of child protection systems in four provinces, 
resulting in supporting 1,000 cases of child abuse, trafficking, child labour victims, children with disabilities.
Strategic Significance: strengthened national legal and regulatory frameworks on child protection, building knowledge 
for evidence-based programming and expanding social service provision. 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)
Funds utilized: US $22,735 

Action/result: capacities of the social work system advanced with the 
drafting of a ‘Social Work with Children’ course to be launched at the Social 
Welfare University in Teheran; the development of a training package for 
capacity-building of social workers and counsellors of juvenile courts on 
juvenile justice; and the design of a website on children’s rights.
Strategic Significance: supporting at scale capacity development of local social 
workers and juvenile courts counsellors to reach the most vulnerable children.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Funds utilized: US $144,113 

Action/result: contributed to providing 
technical support to strengthen alternative care 
approaches through the training of 23 trainers 
and the recruitment and training of 90 foster 
and adoptive families from six regions. UNICEF 
provided skills training to 47 community leaders 
and mediators, and piloted a community-driven 
approach for targeting Roma communities – 
resulting in increased violence awareness in 37 
families and leading to the referral of 34 high-
risk families to centres for social welfare.
Strategic Significance: advancing inter-sectoral 
approaches to providing inclusive social 
protection services to the most vulnerable and 
marginalized groups.

MALI
Funds utilized: US $3,406,701 

Action/result: enabled technical support to a preliminary draft law on child protection and development of a national 
communication strategy on GBV. Supported ongoing institutional capacity development for around 6,900 civil registry 
officials and strengthening of multisectoral assistance to 3,505 GBV survivors (including 965 GBV in emergencies), 
the transitional care of 28 boys and the reintegration of 135 children released from armed groups (including 114 auto-
demobilized children), and the extension of community-based care to 10,580 other children affected by the crisis.
Strategic Significance: example of work across development and humanitarian contexts to strengthen policy environments and 
national legal and political frameworks to strengthen national child protection systems and foster social normative change. 

FIGURE 8: THE VALUE OF CHILD PROTECTION THEMATIC INVESTMENTS, 2017 
Thematic funds are a critical component of UNICEF’s ability to plan long term and to sustain work that may otherwise 
become stalled, particularly as it relates to systems-building which needs time to yield results. In 2017, ninety-three 
country offices used child protection thematic funding; 12 prioritized countries (and UNICEF headquarters) accounted 
for 67 per cent of this expense (US$21.9 million). An additional US$1.1 million of child protection thematic funds 
was spent on related work in other UNICEF sectors, including HIV/AIDS, nutrition and education. UNICEF Mali and 
Sudan utilized the largest proportion of thematic funds in 2017 (15 and 13 per cent, respectively), contributing to vital 
programming on system strengthening, birth registration and galvanizing social action around harmful practices in both 
countries. Most country offices used thematic funds in various elements of national programming, others focused 
on bolstering specific work streams. For example, Lebanon used 96 per cent to support action to address violence 
against children, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo utilized 100 per cent to improve justice for children.
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PA1: Data and child 
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Child protection  
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BULGARIA
Funds utilized: US $183,960  

Action/result: enabled ongoing technical assistance for the adoption of a 
National Programme for Prevention of Violence and Abuse of Children, and the 
development of a pilot programme to deliver specialized protection services 
in three (out of 28) regions, including social, legal, psychological and medical 
support, with early monitoring noting that at least 200 child victims and their 
parents were supported during the year.
Strategic Significance: strengthening integrated approaches and modelling of 
programmes at-scale as part of efforts to scale up equity-based programming 
advocacy.

COLOMBIA
Funds utilized: US $246,247

Action/result: contributed to the 
2017 study to develop quantitative 
and qualitative baselines of social 
norms to measure the prevalence 
of GBV against children in four 
targeted municipalities. Key 
findings included the prominence 
of young mothers in normalizing 
physical violence, the potential 
for adolescent girl survivors to 
initiate social norm change, and 
the importance placed on the 
perceptions of others regarding the 
use of violence and gender norms. 
Findings are informing evidence-
based promotion of behavioural 
change programming.
Strategic Significance: building 
evidence-based approaches to 
address harmful practices, foster 
supportive social norm change, 
and address individual level 
drivers that may lead to gender-
based violence. 

BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) 
Funds utilized: US $892,566 

Action/result: supported the government’s capacity-building of child 
protection services, including 12 Specialized Centres for Sexual Victims: 
in 2017, these provided 506 children with psychosocial assistance, 
397 children with child-friendly legal procedures and 777 alternatives 
measures for children in conflict with the law. Inter-sectoral coordination 
between the health sector and civil registry service was enhanced in 83 
hospitals, resulting in the timely registration of 22,857 newborns.
Strategic Significance: advancing inter-sectoral approaches to expand 
quality and reach of service delivery/strengthening systems development.

SOUTH AFRICA
Funds utilized: US $1,119,586 

Action/result: enabled UNICEF to 
push forward with its support to 
the Integrated Programme of Action 
on Violence against Women and 
Children, including social protection 
programming, and to the Isibindi child 
and youth care programme, resulting 
in over 6,700 child and youth care 
workers being trained, in addition to 
the establishment of 400 Safe Parks 
and Drop-in centres, and the creation 
of 60 specialized courts and 66 
Thuthuzela (one-stop care) centres.
Strategic Significance: integrated 
approach to prevent and address 
violence against children that 
combines social service workforce 
strengthening, youth engagement 
and training, and the creation of 
safe spaces and drop-in centres 
to expand reach to cover both the 
greatest numbers and the most 
vulnerable and marginalized children.

INDONESIA
Funds utilized: US $344,307 

Action/result: supported the piloting of a 
model to prevent child marriage, engaging with 
religious leaders and adolescents; contributed 
to child protection financial benchmarking work; 
and helped with preparations for the upcoming 
Violence Against Children Survey (VACS). Action 
also resulted in institutional capacity development 
for integrated child welfare services programmes 
in five pilot sites, resulting in more than a 
quadrupling in the number of children receiving 
protection services in 2017.
Strategic Significance: achieving multi-faceted 
programming and informing evidence-based 
development of theory of change for eliminating 
harmful cultural practices and all forms of violence 
against children. 

CAMBODIA
Funds utilized: US $803,772 

Action/result: supported the ongoing 
implementation of a combined child protection and 
alternative care approach to expand the number 
of children reached with services, including 
developing an innovative Partnership Programme 
for the Protection of Children to provide protection 
services to 8,415 vulnerable children (46 per 
cent girls) and skills-based training for 33 social 
workers. Critical support was provided for short- 
and long-term family and community-based care 
of 604 separated children who were previously in 
residential and other care facilities.
Strategic Significance: expanding a comprehensive 
alternative care system to maximise reach to 
children who are the most vulnerable. 

VIET NAM
Funds utilized: US $503,909 

Action/result: multiple programming aspects supported, including advocacy around adoption of the government decree 
on violence against children; completion of a costing analysis of child protection services; literature review on child 
marriage; and the establishment of social work centres and development of child protection systems in four provinces, 
resulting in supporting 1,000 cases of child abuse, trafficking, child labour victims, children with disabilities.
Strategic Significance: strengthened national legal and regulatory frameworks on child protection, building knowledge 
for evidence-based programming and expanding social service provision. 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)
Funds utilized: US $22,735 

Action/result: capacities of the social work system advanced with the 
drafting of a ‘Social Work with Children’ course to be launched at the Social 
Welfare University in Teheran; the development of a training package for 
capacity-building of social workers and counsellors of juvenile courts on 
juvenile justice; and the design of a website on children’s rights.
Strategic Significance: supporting at scale capacity development of local social 
workers and juvenile courts counsellors to reach the most vulnerable children.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Funds utilized: US $144,113 

Action/result: contributed to providing 
technical support to strengthen alternative care 
approaches through the training of 23 trainers 
and the recruitment and training of 90 foster 
and adoptive families from six regions. UNICEF 
provided skills training to 47 community leaders 
and mediators, and piloted a community-driven 
approach for targeting Roma communities – 
resulting in increased violence awareness in 37 
families and leading to the referral of 34 high-
risk families to centres for social welfare.
Strategic Significance: advancing inter-sectoral 
approaches to providing inclusive social 
protection services to the most vulnerable and 
marginalized groups.

MALI
Funds utilized: US $3,406,701 

Action/result: enabled technical support to a preliminary draft law on child protection and development of a national 
communication strategy on GBV. Supported ongoing institutional capacity development for around 6,900 civil registry 
officials and strengthening of multisectoral assistance to 3,505 GBV survivors (including 965 GBV in emergencies), 
the transitional care of 28 boys and the reintegration of 135 children released from armed groups (including 114 auto-
demobilized children), and the extension of community-based care to 10,580 other children affected by the crisis.
Strategic Significance: example of work across development and humanitarian contexts to strengthen policy environments and 
national legal and political frameworks to strengthen national child protection systems and foster social normative change. 
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Thematic funds are a critical component of UNICEF’s ability to plan long term and to sustain work that may otherwise 
become stalled, particularly as it relates to systems-building which needs time to yield results. In 2017, ninety-three 
country offices used child protection thematic funding; 12 prioritized countries (and UNICEF headquarters) accounted 
for 67 per cent of this expense (US$21.9 million). An additional US$1.1 million of child protection thematic funds 
was spent on related work in other UNICEF sectors, including HIV/AIDS, nutrition and education. UNICEF Mali and 
Sudan utilized the largest proportion of thematic funds in 2017 (15 and 13 per cent, respectively), contributing to vital 
programming on system strengthening, birth registration and galvanizing social action around harmful practices in both 
countries. Most country offices used thematic funds in various elements of national programming, others focused 
on bolstering specific work streams. For example, Lebanon used 96 per cent to support action to address violence 
against children, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo utilized 100 per cent to improve justice for children.
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Action/result: enabled ongoing technical assistance for the adoption of a 
National Programme for Prevention of Violence and Abuse of Children, and the 
development of a pilot programme to deliver specialized protection services 
in three (out of 28) regions, including social, legal, psychological and medical 
support, with early monitoring noting that at least 200 child victims and their 
parents were supported during the year.
Strategic Significance: strengthening integrated approaches and modelling of 
programmes at-scale as part of efforts to scale up equity-based programming 
advocacy.
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Action/result: contributed to the 
2017 study to develop quantitative 
and qualitative baselines of social 
norms to measure the prevalence 
of GBV against children in four 
targeted municipalities. Key 
findings included the prominence 
of young mothers in normalizing 
physical violence, the potential 
for adolescent girl survivors to 
initiate social norm change, and 
the importance placed on the 
perceptions of others regarding the 
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Findings are informing evidence-
based promotion of behavioural 
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evidence-based approaches to 
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drivers that may lead to gender-
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Funds utilized: US $892,566 

Action/result: supported the government’s capacity-building of child 
protection services, including 12 Specialized Centres for Sexual Victims: 
in 2017, these provided 506 children with psychosocial assistance, 
397 children with child-friendly legal procedures and 777 alternatives 
measures for children in conflict with the law. Inter-sectoral coordination 
between the health sector and civil registry service was enhanced in 83 
hospitals, resulting in the timely registration of 22,857 newborns.
Strategic Significance: advancing inter-sectoral approaches to expand 
quality and reach of service delivery/strengthening systems development.
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SOUTH AFRICA
Funds utilized: US $1,119,586 

Action/result: enabled UNICEF to 
push forward with its support to 
the Integrated Programme of Action 
on Violence against Women and 
Children, including social protection 
programming, and to the Isibindi child 
and youth care programme, resulting 
in over 6,700 child and youth care 
workers being trained, in addition to 
the establishment of 400 Safe Parks 
and Drop-in centres, and the creation 
of 60 specialized courts and 66 
Thuthuzela (one-stop care) centres.
Strategic Significance: integrated 
approach to prevent and address 
violence against children that 
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strengthening, youth engagement 
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to expand reach to cover both the 
greatest numbers and the most 
vulnerable and marginalized children.
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Funds utilized: US $344,307 

Action/result: supported the piloting of a 
model to prevent child marriage, engaging with 
religious leaders and adolescents; contributed 
to child protection financial benchmarking work; 
and helped with preparations for the upcoming 
Violence Against Children Survey (VACS). Action 
also resulted in institutional capacity development 
for integrated child welfare services programmes 
in five pilot sites, resulting in more than a 
quadrupling in the number of children receiving 
protection services in 2017.
Strategic Significance: achieving multi-faceted 
programming and informing evidence-based 
development of theory of change for eliminating 
harmful cultural practices and all forms of violence 
against children. 
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Action/result: supported the ongoing 
implementation of a combined child protection and 
alternative care approach to expand the number 
of children reached with services, including 
developing an innovative Partnership Programme 
for the Protection of Children to provide protection 
services to 8,415 vulnerable children (46 per 
cent girls) and skills-based training for 33 social 
workers. Critical support was provided for short- 
and long-term family and community-based care 
of 604 separated children who were previously in 
residential and other care facilities.
Strategic Significance: expanding a comprehensive 
alternative care system to maximise reach to 
children who are the most vulnerable. 

VIET NAM
Funds utilized: US $503,909 

Action/result: multiple programming aspects supported, including advocacy around adoption of the government decree 
on violence against children; completion of a costing analysis of child protection services; literature review on child 
marriage; and the establishment of social work centres and development of child protection systems in four provinces, 
resulting in supporting 1,000 cases of child abuse, trafficking, child labour victims, children with disabilities.
Strategic Significance: strengthened national legal and regulatory frameworks on child protection, building knowledge 
for evidence-based programming and expanding social service provision. 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)
Funds utilized: US $22,735 

Action/result: capacities of the social work system advanced with the 
drafting of a ‘Social Work with Children’ course to be launched at the Social 
Welfare University in Teheran; the development of a training package for 
capacity-building of social workers and counsellors of juvenile courts on 
juvenile justice; and the design of a website on children’s rights.
Strategic Significance: supporting at scale capacity development of local social 
workers and juvenile courts counsellors to reach the most vulnerable children.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Funds utilized: US $144,113 

Action/result: contributed to providing 
technical support to strengthen alternative care 
approaches through the training of 23 trainers 
and the recruitment and training of 90 foster 
and adoptive families from six regions. UNICEF 
provided skills training to 47 community leaders 
and mediators, and piloted a community-driven 
approach for targeting Roma communities – 
resulting in increased violence awareness in 37 
families and leading to the referral of 34 high-
risk families to centres for social welfare.
Strategic Significance: advancing inter-sectoral 
approaches to providing inclusive social 
protection services to the most vulnerable and 
marginalized groups.

MALI
Funds utilized: US $3,406,701 

Action/result: enabled technical support to a preliminary draft law on child protection and development of a national 
communication strategy on GBV. Supported ongoing institutional capacity development for around 6,900 civil registry 
officials and strengthening of multisectoral assistance to 3,505 GBV survivors (including 965 GBV in emergencies), 
the transitional care of 28 boys and the reintegration of 135 children released from armed groups (including 114 auto-
demobilized children), and the extension of community-based care to 10,580 other children affected by the crisis.
Strategic Significance: example of work across development and humanitarian contexts to strengthen policy environments and 
national legal and political frameworks to strengthen national child protection systems and foster social normative change. 

FIGURE 8: THE VALUE OF CHILD PROTECTION THEMATIC INVESTMENTS, 2017 
Thematic funds are a critical component of UNICEF’s ability to plan long term and to sustain work that may otherwise 
become stalled, particularly as it relates to systems-building which needs time to yield results. In 2017, ninety-three 
country offices used child protection thematic funding; 12 prioritized countries (and UNICEF headquarters) accounted 
for 67 per cent of this expense (US$21.9 million). An additional US$1.1 million of child protection thematic funds 
was spent on related work in other UNICEF sectors, including HIV/AIDS, nutrition and education. UNICEF Mali and 
Sudan utilized the largest proportion of thematic funds in 2017 (15 and 13 per cent, respectively), contributing to vital 
programming on system strengthening, birth registration and galvanizing social action around harmful practices in both 
countries. Most country offices used thematic funds in various elements of national programming, others focused 
on bolstering specific work streams. For example, Lebanon used 96 per cent to support action to address violence 
against children, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo utilized 100 per cent to improve justice for children.
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hospitals, resulting in the timely registration of 22,857 newborns.
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the Integrated Programme of Action 
on Violence against Women and 
Children, including social protection 
programming, and to the Isibindi child 
and youth care programme, resulting 
in over 6,700 child and youth care 
workers being trained, in addition to 
the establishment of 400 Safe Parks 
and Drop-in centres, and the creation 
of 60 specialized courts and 66 
Thuthuzela (one-stop care) centres.
Strategic Significance: integrated 
approach to prevent and address 
violence against children that 
combines social service workforce 
strengthening, youth engagement 
and training, and the creation of 
safe spaces and drop-in centres 
to expand reach to cover both the 
greatest numbers and the most 
vulnerable and marginalized children.

INDONESIA
Funds utilized: US $344,307 

Action/result: supported the piloting of a 
model to prevent child marriage, engaging with 
religious leaders and adolescents; contributed 
to child protection financial benchmarking work; 
and helped with preparations for the upcoming 
Violence Against Children Survey (VACS). Action 
also resulted in institutional capacity development 
for integrated child welfare services programmes 
in five pilot sites, resulting in more than a 
quadrupling in the number of children receiving 
protection services in 2017.
Strategic Significance: achieving multi-faceted 
programming and informing evidence-based 
development of theory of change for eliminating 
harmful cultural practices and all forms of violence 
against children. 

CAMBODIA
Funds utilized: US $803,772 

Action/result: supported the ongoing 
implementation of a combined child protection and 
alternative care approach to expand the number 
of children reached with services, including 
developing an innovative Partnership Programme 
for the Protection of Children to provide protection 
services to 8,415 vulnerable children (46 per 
cent girls) and skills-based training for 33 social 
workers. Critical support was provided for short- 
and long-term family and community-based care 
of 604 separated children who were previously in 
residential and other care facilities.
Strategic Significance: expanding a comprehensive 
alternative care system to maximise reach to 
children who are the most vulnerable. 

VIET NAM
Funds utilized: US $503,909 

Action/result: multiple programming aspects supported, including advocacy around adoption of the government decree 
on violence against children; completion of a costing analysis of child protection services; literature review on child 
marriage; and the establishment of social work centres and development of child protection systems in four provinces, 
resulting in supporting 1,000 cases of child abuse, trafficking, child labour victims, children with disabilities.
Strategic Significance: strengthened national legal and regulatory frameworks on child protection, building knowledge 
for evidence-based programming and expanding social service provision. 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)
Funds utilized: US $22,735 

Action/result: capacities of the social work system advanced with the 
drafting of a ‘Social Work with Children’ course to be launched at the Social 
Welfare University in Teheran; the development of a training package for 
capacity-building of social workers and counsellors of juvenile courts on 
juvenile justice; and the design of a website on children’s rights.
Strategic Significance: supporting at scale capacity development of local social 
workers and juvenile courts counsellors to reach the most vulnerable children.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Funds utilized: US $144,113 

Action/result: contributed to providing 
technical support to strengthen alternative care 
approaches through the training of 23 trainers 
and the recruitment and training of 90 foster 
and adoptive families from six regions. UNICEF 
provided skills training to 47 community leaders 
and mediators, and piloted a community-driven 
approach for targeting Roma communities – 
resulting in increased violence awareness in 37 
families and leading to the referral of 34 high-
risk families to centres for social welfare.
Strategic Significance: advancing inter-sectoral 
approaches to providing inclusive social 
protection services to the most vulnerable and 
marginalized groups.

MALI
Funds utilized: US $3,406,701 

Action/result: enabled technical support to a preliminary draft law on child protection and development of a national 
communication strategy on GBV. Supported ongoing institutional capacity development for around 6,900 civil registry 
officials and strengthening of multisectoral assistance to 3,505 GBV survivors (including 965 GBV in emergencies), 
the transitional care of 28 boys and the reintegration of 135 children released from armed groups (including 114 auto-
demobilized children), and the extension of community-based care to 10,580 other children affected by the crisis.
Strategic Significance: example of work across development and humanitarian contexts to strengthen policy environments and 
national legal and political frameworks to strengthen national child protection systems and foster social normative change. 

FIGURE 8: THE VALUE OF CHILD PROTECTION THEMATIC INVESTMENTS, 2017 
Thematic funds are a critical component of UNICEF’s ability to plan long term and to sustain work that may otherwise 
become stalled, particularly as it relates to systems-building which needs time to yield results. In 2017, ninety-three 
country offices used child protection thematic funding; 12 prioritized countries (and UNICEF headquarters) accounted 
for 67 per cent of this expense (US$21.9 million). An additional US$1.1 million of child protection thematic funds 
was spent on related work in other UNICEF sectors, including HIV/AIDS, nutrition and education. UNICEF Mali and 
Sudan utilized the largest proportion of thematic funds in 2017 (15 and 13 per cent, respectively), contributing to vital 
programming on system strengthening, birth registration and galvanizing social action around harmful practices in both 
countries. Most country offices used thematic funds in various elements of national programming, others focused 
on bolstering specific work streams. For example, Lebanon used 96 per cent to support action to address violence 
against children, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo utilized 100 per cent to improve justice for children.

THEMATIC
EXPENDITURE 

PERCENTAGE PER  
PROGRAMME

AREA

P47: Strengthening families  
and communities 14%

PA6: Child protection 
and emergencies 9%

PA5: Birth registration 5%

PA4: Justice for children 8% PA3: Violence against children 17%

PA2: Child protection 
systems 19%

PA1: Data and child 
protection 3%

Child protection  
general 25%

BULGARIA
Funds utilized: US $183,960  

Action/result: enabled ongoing technical assistance for the adoption of a 
National Programme for Prevention of Violence and Abuse of Children, and the 
development of a pilot programme to deliver specialized protection services 
in three (out of 28) regions, including social, legal, psychological and medical 
support, with early monitoring noting that at least 200 child victims and their 
parents were supported during the year.
Strategic Significance: strengthening integrated approaches and modelling of 
programmes at-scale as part of efforts to scale up equity-based programming 
advocacy.

COLOMBIA
Funds utilized: US $246,247

Action/result: contributed to the 
2017 study to develop quantitative 
and qualitative baselines of social 
norms to measure the prevalence 
of GBV against children in four 
targeted municipalities. Key 
findings included the prominence 
of young mothers in normalizing 
physical violence, the potential 
for adolescent girl survivors to 
initiate social norm change, and 
the importance placed on the 
perceptions of others regarding the 
use of violence and gender norms. 
Findings are informing evidence-
based promotion of behavioural 
change programming.
Strategic Significance: building 
evidence-based approaches to 
address harmful practices, foster 
supportive social norm change, 
and address individual level 
drivers that may lead to gender-
based violence. 

BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) 
Funds utilized: US $892,566 

Action/result: supported the government’s capacity-building of child 
protection services, including 12 Specialized Centres for Sexual Victims: 
in 2017, these provided 506 children with psychosocial assistance, 
397 children with child-friendly legal procedures and 777 alternatives 
measures for children in conflict with the law. Inter-sectoral coordination 
between the health sector and civil registry service was enhanced in 83 
hospitals, resulting in the timely registration of 22,857 newborns.
Strategic Significance: advancing inter-sectoral approaches to expand 
quality and reach of service delivery/strengthening systems development.

17
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PROGRAMME AREA 1: DATA AND 
CHILD PROTECTION 

As a global leader on data for child protection, UNICEF11 
has accelerated national, regional and global efforts over 
the strategic period to improve data coherence and develop 
a robust infrastructure for global monitoring. Furthermore, 
UNICEF has used national data collection efforts and 

research to mobilize governments and societies to address 
child protection issues. Internally, UNICEF has ensured 
strategic and indicator alignment between child protection 
programme areas, the SDGs, and the new UNICEF 
Strategic Framework (2018–2021).

Increasing measurement coherence and data 
availability

During 2014–2017, UNICEF continued to lay a solid 
foundation for child protection measurements, establishing 
a global data ecosystem, developing tools for data 
collection, capacity-building, quality assurance and target 
setting. Availability of comparable data on certain forms of 
violence against children has significantly increased through 
the use of violence-related questions in surveys, including 
UNICEF’s Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS), the 
United States Agency for International Development-
supported Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), Global School-based Student 
Health Surveys (GSHS), and the Health Behaviour in School-
aged Children Study (HBSC).

Other collaborative large-scale research initiatives such 
as the Together for Girls global partnership contributed 
by conducting national violence against children surveys 
(VACS). Since the first VACS in Swaziland in 2006, at least 
23 countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the 
Caribbean have undertaken or plan to undertake a survey. 
Findings provide reliable evidence to enable countries to 
make better decisions on strengthening child protection 
systems to prevent and respond to violence against 
children. In the United Republic of Tanzania, for example, 
the 2011 VACS provided data informing the creation of 
the first national multisectoral action plan to prevent and 
respond to violence against children, subsequently setting 
in motion significant progress to strengthen the country’s 
child protection system (see Figure 15).

UNICEF continued to contribute to the growing body 
of evidence-based knowledge detailing effective 
programmatic interventions. The flagship publication, 
Hidden in Plain Sight: A statistical analysis of violence 
against children (2014) was the first compilation of global 
data on violence against children, supporting advocacy 
for including a global target in the 2030 Agenda (SDG 
16.2). Building on this, A Familiar Face: Violence in the 
lives of children and adolescents (2017) presents current 
statistics and analysis on violent discipline and exposure to 
domestic abuse during early childhood; violence in schools; 
violent deaths among adolescents; and sexual violence in 
childhood and adolescence. Overall, UNICEF, with partners, 
developed over 187 knowledge products, across all regions 
and the spectrum of child protection issues in 2017.

PROGRAMME AREA 1: 
Progress on strategic plan output indicators

Strategic Plan  
Indicator Baseline 2014 

Result
2015 

Result
2016 

Result
2017

Result
2017 

Target

Countries that 
collect and 
publish routine 
administrative 
data on violence, 
exploitation and 
abuse of children, 
including violent 
deaths and 
injuries

25
(2014) 25 30 29  31 40

Peer-reviewed 
journal or 
research 
publications by 
UNICEF on child 
protection

49
(2014) 49 27 17 40  60

Countries that 
have revised 
or improved 
child protection 
policies on the 
basis of a gender 
review supported 
by UNICEF 

33
(2013) 23 33 42 51 70

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

In 2017, thirty-one countries collected and published 
routine administrative data on violence, exploitation 
and abuse of children, including violent deaths and 
injuries, an increase of 24 per cent since 2014.

In 2017, a total of 187 knowledge products were 
developed globally, contributing to UNICEF’s child 
protection advocacy and programming, including  
40 peer-reviewed journal and research publications.
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Reduced rates of 
sexual violence

  
Reduced rates of violent 

disciplinary practices

Reduced rates of children 
in detention

  
Reduced rates of female 

genital mutilation

Reduced rates of child labour

Reduced rates of children 
in residential care

Decreased rates of 
child marriage

Increased rates of parties to 
conflict listed in the annex of the 

Secretary-General's report on 
children and armed conflict that 
enter into action plans to end 

grave violations against children

Routine 
administrative 
data collection 
and analysis

2.2

Periodic data 
collection and 

analysis
5.7

1 million US$

SPENDING OUTPUTS OUTCOMES

Collection and publication of 
routine administrative data on 

violence, exploitation and 
abuse of children, including 
violent deaths and injuries  

FIGURE 9: Results chain for Programme Area 1 - total 2017 programme expenditure US$7.9 million 

Research - 
40

Review/
assessment - 8

Evaluation - 17

Lessons learned - 34

Study/survey/
situation analysis - 
84

Data brochure/brief - 2

Guideline - 2

FIGURE 10: UNICEF child protection knowledge products developed, 2017 
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CAMBODIA

UNICEF published a study, ‘Impact of Migration on Children in 
the Capital and Target Provinces’, identifying key challenges and 
opportunities for children who migrated with parents to urban areas 
and for others (often younger children) left behind in communities 
with their grandparents. Recommendations were shared with key 
stakeholders, including line ministries and urban authorities.

KENYA 

UNICEF commissioned a study 
to show the differential 
impact of drought on women, 
illustrating the need for 
GBV in emergencies across 
the spectrum from natural 
disaster, to public health crisis 
to displacement settings.

GHANA

A formative evaluation to assess the impact 
of the social welfare workforce strengthening 
initiative in 20 selected districts indicated 
that the knowledge and awareness around key 
child protection policies have improved, and 
noted significant improvements in the overall 
coordination between formal and informal 
actors related to child protection. Findings 
continue to inform programming.

GAMBIA 

An assessment on child justice in the 
country showed a lack of capacity 
within the judiciary and among other 
stakeholders in administering justice 
for children – leading to almost 60 
magistrates and children’s court 
panellists improving their capacities. SUDAN 

A situation analysis on violence in 
schools, Quranic schools and institutions 
accommodating children with disabilities – 
supported by UNICEF, in partnership with the 
ministries of Education, Health, Social Welfare 
and NCCW  – revealed alarming levels of 
physical, emotional and sexual violence 
against children, and led the government to 
develop an integrated plan to address violence 
against children in education settings.

ECUADOR

UNICEF supported the first 
national baseline of bullying in 
partnership with the Ministry 
of Education and World Vision. 
Based on the findings, a 
systematic partnership with 
the Ministry of Education 
was developed to adopt a 
comprehensive violence 
prevention policy and improve 
attention in schools to child 
victims of violence.

STATE OF PALESTINE

UNICEF conducted KAP  surveys on ECD and violence, revealing important findings 
regarding parenting and nurturing practices among ECD practitioners and parents, as well 
as understanding and attitudes towards violence among adolescents.

SRI LANKA 

Developed three knowledge products: a study 
on disciplinary methods in schools, which 
revealed that over 80 per cent of school children 
experienced at least one form of corporal 
punishment over a three-month period; a 
violence against children discussion paper 
summarizing information and data, policy and 
practical solutions; and a study of the legal and 
institutional framework for delivering justice for 
children and an assessment of children deprived 
of liberty. All these products play an important 
role in informing policy discourse.

INDONESIA

A student-driven action-research pilot to 
prevent peer violence and bullying in high 
schools, called ROOTS, in South Sulawesi 
and Central Java is benefiting over 
6,000 students. Early findings indicate a 
nearly 30 per cent reduction in bullying in 
intervention schools and a nearly 35 per 
cent reduction in rates of bullying. Plans 
to replicate the programme in eight more 
districts are under way.

FIGURE 11: MAP OF COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS: BUILDING THE EVIDENCECAMBODIA
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Improving collection and publication of routine 
administrative data

Administrative data are a critical information source 
complementing large-scale household, school-based 
and other surveys that measure prevalence, causes 
and consequences of violence against children. 
However, administrative data remain underdeveloped 
and underutilized, with almost 80 per cent of countries 
facing challenges in data collection and use. During 2017, 
thirty-one countries collected and published routine 
administrative data on violence, exploitation and abuse of 
children, representing a 24 per cent increase from 2014.

UNICEF’s commitment to and efforts on strengthening 
administrative data has grown exponentially, with many 
countries now conducting or planning to conduct exercises. 
In Cambodia, a statistical profile of child protection provided 
data on 13 key child protection indicators and baselines for 
the Child Protection Information Management System. In 
Ethiopia, data flow mapping on violence against children 
and women in three regions continued to strengthen 
the routine administrative system through standardizing 
data collection formats and reporting mechanisms, and 
establishing minimum standards. The West and Central 
Africa regional office developed a decentralized data and 
monitoring strategy for child protection, implemented 
across five countries. For data management, dashboards 
showing country profiles for 24 countries were developed, 
with a databank, a regional database, 18 national 
databases, a repository for survey reports and data, and 
links to other relevant data platforms.

Globally, UNICEF completed two reviews on administrative 
data sources in 2017: one on civil registration and vital 
statistics for births and marriages in 14 countries; and the 
other on administrative data sources on violence against 
children across 15 countries.12 Findings have improved the 
understanding of available administrative data and their 
potential uses, enabling UNICEF to identify opportunities 
and investments needed to bolster available information 
systems.

Strengthening national data systems

Strengthening case management systems is an 
increasingly important and successful intervention, 
improving provision of social services and ensuring 
accountability. UNICEF and partners are investing in 
Primero, a digital tool for strengthening case management. 
Primero was rolled out to an additional eight countries 
in 2017, increasing caseload by 54 per cent. Since its 
initial launch in mid-2015, UNICEF and partners have 
managed successful deployments of all three Primero 
modules in 12 countries. This includes the Child Protection 
Information Management System in Jordan, Kenya, Nepal 
and Sierra Leone; the Gender-Based Violence Information 

Management system in Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon; and 
the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism System in the 
Central African Republic, Mali, Myanmar, Nigeria, the 
Philippines and Somalia. Primero is beginning to reach 
scale and is now supporting over 450 users from over 
50 organizations to manage data on more than 23,000 
vulnerable children safely and confidentially, representing 
more than a 40 per cent user increase from 2016.

Tracking progress against the SDGs

UNICEF and partners led efforts to build the data 
infrastructure in the context of the SDGs to inform 
improved policy and programming. At global level, UNICEF 
amended MICS to include questions on migration and 
undertook a desk review to develop a new set of survey 
modules on violence against children (SDG 16.2). A global 
database is available with data from 144 countries on  
child marriage, aiding the monitoring of progress towards 
SDG 5.3.

Tailored analysis on FGM in Egypt and Kenya and Senegal, 
including a focus at the subnational level, and child marriage 
trends and projections in West and Central Africa, Eastern 
and Southern Africa, and South Asia is informing the 
progress needed to eliminate these harmful practices 
(SDG 5.3). Work is under way on measuring social norms 
surrounding harmful practices and violence against children 
(SDGs 5 and 16), and a global monitoring and assessment 
framework for FGM is being developed. There is also 
potential for expansion of the social norms work into other 
areas such as child marriage and gender-based violence 
(GBV) programming. UNICEF and the International Labour 
Organization are building the evidence base on child labour 
and modern slavery by harmonizing databases to develop 
new shared global estimates that capture the work of the 
most vulnerable – particularly the often hidden labour of 
girls and child soldiers (SDG 8.7). In Eastern and Southern 
Africa, UNICEF is collaborating with the Regional Mixed 
Migration Secretariat to develop a regional research 
protocol, data collection tools and critical referral protocols 
to support the data collection phase of the regional Children 
on the Move project.

Countries and regions are using UNICEF child marriage 
global estimates to set country-specific SDG targets and to 
monitor progress towards the achievement of SDG target 
5.3. For example, in Ghana and Zambia, UNICEF provided 
technical input through the inclusion of child marriage 
indicators and targets as per SDG target 5.3 in the national 
action plans’ monitoring and evaluation frameworks. In 
the Niger, SDG 5.3 is one of the indicators selected for 
monitoring their Economic and Social Development Plan 
(2017–2021) through two sub-indicators – 5.3.1, Proportion 
of women aged 20–24 years who were married or in a 
relationship before the age of 15 or 18 years, and 5.3.2, 
Proportion of girls and women aged 15–49 years who 
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have undergone FGM. In Sierra Leone, the SDGs were 
integrated into the 2016 National Budget and aligned to 
the Eight Pillars of the country’s third-generation poverty 
reduction strategy paper, and a draft set of SDG indicators 
specific to Sierra Leone was formulated.

Challenges

Despite increased efforts by multiple organizations to 
strengthen data on children, including the development 
of the INSPIRE framework with specific violence against 
children-related indicators, persistent data gaps remain 

across many child protection interventions. There are no 
standard categorizations of the different forms of violence, 
nor are there internationally agreed upon methodologies 
for data collection. Moreover, available solid data are 
often neglected during policy discussions. Although the 
SDG agenda includes a strong commitment to generating 
disaggregated data, for many countries, collecting, 
analysing and using different types of data – and monitoring 
a higher number of indicators – remains a significant 
challenge, compounded by a lack of harmonized monitoring 
mechanisms. To this end, UNICEF plans to undertake 

BRIDGING THE LINK FROM RESEARCH TO ACTION – UNICEF’S OFFICE OF 
RESEARCH – INNOCENTI

Throughout 2014–2017, the child protection research agenda advanced with the support of the UNICEF Office of 
Research – Innocenti. Working with multiple partners and in more than 40 country offices in 6 UNICEF regions and in 
high-income countries, these efforts are forging a strong research base on key children’s rights and child protection 
issues. Results are informing policy and programming across regions. Highlights include building an understanding 
of drivers of violence and exploitation; measuring and analysing the effectiveness of prevention programmes and 
policies focusing on family and parenting support; and responding to emerging global issues, notably children’s 
rights in the digital age and children in migration. Innocenti’s new research agenda (2018–2021) will focus on child 
protection systems and services for the most marginalized children, alongside mainstreaming the research base for 
children in a digital age and in migration.

Drivers of violence against children: A multi-country study carried out in Italy, Peru, Viet Nam and Zimbabwe 
contributed to greater commitment to use data by policymakers and national researchers, leading to new policy and 
legislation. Additionally, partnering with Young Lives, data from Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam enabled UNICEF to 
gain a deeper understanding of adolescents’ experiences of violence across their lifespan. This study’s success led 
to its replication in 10 other countries, influenced the development of UNICEF’s violence against children theory of 
change, and contributed to the Know Violence Learning Initiative and End Violence.

Family and parenting support: A pioneering study of parenting practices in six Southern African countries13 from 
2016 influenced programme design, the randomized control trial and qualitative research of a new intervention, and 
the Sinovuyo Teen Parenting Programme14 - the evaluation of which revealed positive results and reduced violent 
and abusive parenting. This also influenced the uptake of family and parenting support programmes and research in 
several countries in the Eastern and Southern Africa, Europe and Central Asia, and East Asia and the Pacific regions, 
and informed the development of the INSPIRE package and related indicators.

Children and the digital age: The Global Kids Online multi-country research initiative and research on Internet 
governance and policies grew from a 4-country pilot in 2015 to a 15-country partnership in 2017. It is the first global 
effort producing rigorous, comparative evidence on children’s online experiences in developing countries and led to 
a set of methodological tools, including an impact assessment toolkit. Findings also fed into the UNICEF flagship 
report, State of the World’s Children, and are influencing national policy and programme development.

Children in migration: rights, advocacy and resilience: This new research area in 2017 uses SDGs and the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child as normative frameworks, drawing from insights of global datasets on children’s 
displacement to explore norms and regulations, risks and vulnerabilities, protection needs, and the resilience of 
children as refugees and migrants. In its first year, a multi-country research project developed with the Nordic 
National Committees examined legal frameworks and safeguards for migrant children. A flagship report, ‘Protected 
on Paper? An analysis of Nordic country responses to asylum-seeking children’, will be launched in 2018.



23

Mussawir, 4 years old, from Afghanistan, holds up his brightly painted hands during an arts-and-crafts activity at an education centre in 
Epirus region, Greece. UNICEF and partners provide basic protection services in addition to non-formal education programmes for children 
and families in Epirus, where about 800 refugee and migrant children are living in temporary accommodation sites. 
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several methodological activities to monitor SDG target 
16.2 in its new strategic framework (2018–2021).

While administrative data might be the only (or best) 
source, particularly where solid data collection methods 
and tools are still lacking, data quality and coverage 
remain limited. There are often inconsistencies between 
national, subnational and international definitions, leading 
to a lack of source comparability; inconsistencies in data 
collection methods; and data duplication due to parallel 

record-keeping systems. Furthermore, there is a risk of 
data unavailability or non-systemic data usage, with limited 
accountability for results. With increasingly constricted 
funding, and a shifting focus from a service delivery model 
to engagement at the normative and systemic level and 
through policy advice and technical assistance, UNICEF 
must demonstrate its results for children and added value 
in achieving child protection outcomes in the new strategic 
plan cycle.
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PROGRAMME AREA 2: CHILD 
PROTECTION SYSTEMS 

Since 2014, at least 90 per cent of UNICEF’s country offices 
engaged in child protection issues reported working with 
governments and other partners to strengthen national 
child protection systems. Over this time, UNICEF and 
partners shifted focus from targeted service delivery 
models to broader system-strengthening initiatives on all 
aspects of national child protection systems. These include 
strengthening legal and policy frameworks; advocating for 
increased public expenditure for child protection; expanding 
partnerships and establishing multisector coordinating 
mechanisms for strengthening child protection systems; 
strengthening the reach and quality of family-support and 

community-based child protection services to prevent and 
respond to violence and provide alternative care; increasing 
the capacity and improving the quality of the social 
service workforce; strengthening child protection case 
management systems; and promoting social norms that 
protect children. Sustained investment and government 
commitment over multi-year horizons are necessary to 
affect systemic change to child protection systems. The 
results outlined in this section are reflective of work that 
has taken place, with UNICEF support, over the strategic 
plan period.

For example, with UNICEF support, the Government 
of the Philippines established national child protection 
units to provide access to child protection-related social 
services across districts, resulting in a two-fold increase 
in the social welfare caseload over the past 10 years. In 
Serbia, improving national reporting and referral systems 
– a key element of the national child protection system 
development strategy since 2011 – resulted in a 92 per cent 
increase in reported cases of violence against children by 
2015. In the United Republic of Tanzania, findings from its 
VACS in 2011 triggered significant political commitment 
to strengthening the child protection system, culminating 
in the establishment of a multisectoral task force to 
translate high-level commitments into national action 
plans to prevent and respond to violence against children. 
Considerable progress has since occurred, including 
strengthening social services, expanding child protection 
teams from 7 to 47 local government authorities, and 
training more than 7,000 front-line social workers to 
provide effective case management (increasing capacity 
to reach a potential 700,000 children). Since 2011, these 
actions have resulted in a 40-fold increase in the number of 
reported cases of violence against children. Additionally, to 
strengthen justice systems for children, specialized Gender 
and Children’s Desks are now available in police stations, 
with 130 specialist juvenile courts compared with just one 
in 2011. UNICEF played a critical role in supporting these 
long-term efforts.

Strengthening legal and policy frameworks

There was a 26 per cent increase between 2016 and 2017 
(from 62 to 78 countries) in countries reporting action to 
strengthen child protection legal and policy frameworks – 
with many (29 out of 78 countries) amending or revising 
existing national plans or laws in 2017.15 In Albania, the 
government undertook a comparative analysis of their 
children’s rights legislation, which led to revised legislation 
focused on community-based services to complement 
cash-based assistance schemes to vulnerable populations, 
in line with international standards. In Malawi, district-
wide child protection by-laws on child marriage, education, 
alternative care and child labour were adopted in Mangochi 
– one of 12 districts in the country – resulting in a 50 per 
cent decrease in child marriage and sexual abuse cases 
reported through the social welfare office in the past two 
years. Following six years of UNICEF-supported advocacy 

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

At least 50 countries (32 per cent of reporting 
countries) reported ‘functioning’ child protection 
systems offering preventive and response services in 
2017, a 32 per cent increase since 2014.

At least 48 countries (31 per cent of reporting 
countries) reported legislation on child protection 
consistent with or better than international standards, 
a 45 per cent increase since 2014.

During 2017, 142 countries identified and acted on 
areas requiring strengthening of national child 
protection systems as reflected in national budgets, 
policy papers or legislation, and/or in systems 
mapping, a 4 per cent increase since 2014.

PROGRAMME AREA 2: 
Progress on strategic plan output indicators

Strategic Plan  
Indicator Baseline 2014 

Result
2015 

Result
2016 

Result
2017

Result
2017 

Target

Countries with 
functioning 
child protection 
systems offering 
preventative 
and response 
services

33
(2013) 38 41 47 50 55

Countries with 
legislation on 
child protection 
consistent with 
or better than 
international 
standards

33
(2014) 33 35 43 48 50
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FIGURE 12: Results chain for Programme Area 2 - total 2017 programme expenditure US$76 million 

and technical support, the Solomon Islands passed a 
new Child and Family Welfare Act in 2017, mandating 
the social service workforce to provide a continuum of 
care for children – a first in the country. Moreover, during 
2017, a significant number of countries, including Burundi, 
Cambodia, Cameroon, Djibouti, India, Madagascar, Nepal, 
Senegal, South Sudan, the State of Palestine and Ukraine, 
amended existing legislation to expand social protection 
systems to include vulnerable populations, including 
children.

A key area of UNICEF engagement is on advancing care 
reform efforts and aligning national policies with the 
2009 Guidelines for Alternative Care (2009 Guidelines). 
Significant progress was made over the strategic period, 
with 73 countries (47 per cent) having an alternative care 
policy in line with global standards, a 26 per cent increase 
since 2014. Further, the measuring tool ‘Tracking Progress: 
Measuring the implementation of the guidelines for the 
alternative care of children’ was developed to support 

country-level implementation of the 2009 Guidelines. 
Key accomplishments since 2014 included significant 
reductions in rates of institutional care of children aged 
under 3 years in Central and Eastern Europe, and which 
has garnered significant cross-governmental and European 
Union support.

Increasing public expenditure for child protection

The fiscal space for child protection in national 
(and subnational) budgets remains inadequate and 
disproportionately small compared with other sectors. 
UNICEF has increasingly scaled up advocacy efforts 
and provided technical guidance to governments to cost 
and budget for strengthening child protection systems. 
In several pilot countries, including Côte d’Ivoire and 
Indonesia, UNICEF supported a ‘benchmarking exercise’ 
to track the cost-effectiveness of public-sector investment 
in child protection systems. Results revealed that national 
budget allocation for child protection interventions in these 
countries accounted on average for less than 0.5 per 
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cent of annual government expenditure. Lessons learned 
are feeding into a global guideline (under development) 
to support UNICEF country offices to more effectively 
measure this metric in the new strategic plan period.

During 2017, UNICEF continued to advocate with countries 
to increase public expenditure for child protection, directly 
supporting 29 governments to strengthen budgeting for 
children. For example, in Cambodia UNICEF contributed to 
developing and training government officials to formulate 
programme budget structures and indicators. In Egypt, 
UNICEF supported ministries to conduct a costing exercise 
to map costs and scale up its social service workforce, 
identifying that a minimum annual budgetary allocation 
of around US$7–10 million is required. In Namibia, to 
enable the government and development partners to 
better advocate for increased resource allocation for child 
protection and social protection, UNICEF conducted a 
2017/18 national budget expenditure analysis, guiding 
advocacy to expand the fiscal space for child protection.

Expanding partnerships and establishing multisector 
coordinating mechanisms for strengthening child 
protection systems

Developing effective coordination is a vital component of 
the system-strengthening approach and is required at all 
levels and stages – from developing a vision and strategy, 
through rolling out implementation plans and enhancing 
routine data collection and information management 
systems, to developing greater cross-sector coordination 
and integration in service delivery between, for example, 
the health, education and justice sectors.

In 2017, at least 43 countries worked on building or 
strengthening their national coordination structures. The 
maturity of coordination mechanisms varied, ranging from 
countries that have a well-established system strategy 
and coordination pathways in place, to others that are 
establishing fully functioning coordination platforms at all 
government levels.

In Haiti, the governance structure for child protection is 
split between several ministries and parastatal institutions, 
challenging coordination of efforts and harmonization 
of strategies. UNICEF is supporting efforts to improve 
communication, information sharing and joint case-
management processes between the National Child 
Protection Agency, the Department of Justice and the 
Haitian National Police, initiating action to facilitate 
processes that increase coordination among financial 
partners of the child protection sector. Some countries have 
also focused on strengthening better coordination between 

governance structures for social protection, with progress 
noted in Cambodia, Mali and Sierra Leone, among others.

Strengthening the reach and quality of family-support 
and community-based child protection services to 
prevent and respond to violence and provide alternative 
care

In 2017, UNICEF helped expand the quality and reach of 
the social service workforce in 78 countries – a 30 per cent 
increase since 2016. In Viet Nam, progress has been clearly 
visible since the start of the first National Project on Social 
Work Profession Development (2010–2020). More than  
40 social work service centres are now established across 
the country, a legal framework for social work is being 
developed, and advances being made to improve existing 
social work training curricula and materials. To strengthen 
service provision, social work ‘front-line’ positions are 
being expanded including in hospitals, schools and 
within the court system. To generate evidence to inform 
improved policy, a public finance analysis is underway to 
identify spending and fiscal needs for long-term social 
service workforce strengthening. UNICEF support in 
India – which has well-established systems – focused on 
strengthening specific system components to address 
issues such as child labour. By the end of 2017, through a 
strong multisector approach to strengthen community-level 
services, more than 230,000 community-based structures 
were established in 350 targeted districts across 17 states 
– enabling a 70 per cent coverage rate in targeted areas.

Throughout 2017, UNICEF was actively engaged in 
providing support to alternative care initiatives. A review of 
facilities in Liberia resulted in the closure of 11 substandard 
orphanages and mandated a further 28 to strengthen 
the quality of care facilities in compliance with the 2009 
Guidelines. Overall, since 2013, efforts to ensure that 
only children without families are placed in residential 
care facilities resulted in the closure of nearly 25 per 
cent of orphanages and a reduction of more than 35 per 
cent in children placed in residential care. In Rwanda, 
as part of a commitment to reintegrate nearly 90 per 
cent of children from orphanages to family-based care 
since 2012, the government recruited 60 additional social 
workers and psychologists. In Cambodia, 2017 marked 
the second year in which no new government-approved 
residential care facilities were opened. In Ghana, a Central 
Adoption Authority was established (in line with the 
Hague Convention on Inter-Country Adoption), with related 
amendments made to the 2016 Children’s Act, alongside 
initiation of preparatory adoption and foster  
care regulations.
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A successful national approach to deinstitutionalization is exemplified in Nicaragua, implemented with UNICEF 
support, called the ‘Loving Return Strategy’. Sustained government and civil society partnerships and coordinated 
multisector action led to an 80 per cent reduction in children living in residential care over the past 10 years. Of the 
92 protection centres (residential facilities) that existed in 2007, only 25 remained in 2017, with nearly 3,000 children 
and adolescents returning to their families.
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Increasing the capacity and improving the quality of 
the social service workforce

The social service workforce is probably the single most 
important ‘ingredient’ of a child protection system and 
plays a pivotal role in service delivery to vulnerable children. 
Establishing a professionally trained or community-
based ‘para’ social service worker system is critical to an 
effective child protection system. Social service workers 
are at the core of social protection systems and their 
work complements social protection schemes and social 
transfers. In South Africa, as part of the government’s 
Integrated Programme of Action on Violence against 
Women and Children, over 6,700 child and youth care 
workers were trained and more than 400 Safe Parks and 
Drop-in centres established. In Timor-Leste – a country 
where social services are still in their relative infancy 
– a major milestone was the development of a training-
of-trainers programme, and the piloting of a Child and 
Family Welfare Policy in three municipalities during 2017. 
These efforts provided strong guidance by clarifying and 
delineating the goals, principles, values, mandates and 

responsibilities to streamline and improve coordination of 
services.

In 2017, to understand the extent to which countries have 
established adequate social service systems, UNICEF 
partnered with the Global Social Service Workforce 
Alliance to measure the quality of systems in place in 132 
countries. Findings revealed that there were several critical 
factors that contributed to increased national investment 
in social service workforce strengthening. For example, in 
Kenya, the political imperative to expand the cash transfer 
programme in 2008 led the Ministry of Finance to expand 
the social service workforce to ensure the availability 
of staff to manage the programme. In other countries, 
successful strategies have involved adding social service 
workforce policy development to ‘popular’ national policies. 
Some countries passed laws directly affecting the social 
service workforce, whereas other national social service 
workforce policies were embedded in laws pertaining to 
social protection, child welfare, or care reform, which may 
be more accessible avenues for policy reform than initiating 
policies targeting only the workforce. This is evident in 

FIGURE 13: Total number of children in residential care institutions in Nicaragua, 2006–2017 
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Moldova’s care reform policy which was a key driver in 
social service workforce planning, or in Myanmar which 
has implicitly mandated workforce development as a core 
component of its social protection strategy.

Overall, the 2017 analysis set a baseline across many 
partner countries to assess the stage of development of 
their systems, providing valuable data to help prioritize 
and target action. Thirty-four per cent of all countries 
indicated a strong normative framework, 23 per cent had 
an established monitoring system, and 23 per cent had a 
strong accreditation and professional management system 
in place. However, only one fifth of reporting countries had 
a solid data management system in place. The results of 
the 2017 tracking exercise provided baseline data to enable 
UNICEF to monitor progress in supporting social service 
workforce strengthening in these countries over the next 
strategic plan period.

UNICEF child protection has increasingly strengthened 
action to ensure interactions between social protection 
and more focused child protection systems strengthening, 
such as cash transfer plus or the strengthening of the social 
welfare system. The number of country offices reporting 
the existence of functioning national social protection 
systems rose from 135 in 2016 to 138 in 2017. Specifically, 
UNICEF enhanced national capacity and supported the 
expansion of coverage in 54 countries (see also UNICEF 
Annual Results Report 2017 – Social inclusion).

In countries where social protection systems exist but 
are weak and fragmented, UNICEF worked towards 
strengthening different components related to child 
protection. In 2017, UNICEF provided specific support in 
at least 11 countries to amend and adjust existing laws, 
expanding social protection systems to include vulnerable 
populations, including children.16 To shape governance 
structures for social protection that better coordinate 
actions and ensure adequate coverage of children and their 
families, UNICEF also targeted focused actions in, among 
others, Cambodia, Mali and Sierra Leone. Social protection 
mechanisms are designed to alleviate risk factors for 
children in and out of humanitarian contexts. In Jordan, 
cash assistance to assist vulnerable families, irrespective 
of nationality or refugee status, reached more than 55,000 
children from 15,000 of the most vulnerable Syrian families 
registered as refugees, enabling them to meet critical 
survival needs, avoid harmful coping strategies, and 
increase spending on their children’s schooling and health. 
In Ethiopia, direct management of cash transfers by local-
level parasocial workers through cash transfer management 
is enabling each of them to build relationships with all the 
families in their catchment areas (around 5,000 people 
per worker), resulting in improved identification of child 
protection-related cases.

Strengthening child protection case management 
systems

Strengthening case management systems is an 
increasingly important and successful intervention; 

improving provision of social services and ensuring 
accountability (see also ‘Programme Area 1’ for work on 
Primero). UNICEF continued to advocate and support 
existing child protection information management systems 
to effectively record and manage data related to protection 
cases across regions. In Eastern and Southern Africa, 
advancements in case management are noted in Kenya, 
Uganda and the United Republic of Tanzania. The UNICEF 
regional office also signed a partnership agreement with 
Child Helpline International to develop a regional platform 
to upgrade the electronic case management system and 
expand the availability and quality of helplines that allow 
children to report issues such as violence, child marriage 
and FGM.

In other regions, demonstrable action is noted. Since 2012, 
UNICEF has supported the Government of Myanmar to 
shift the focus of its child protection programme to target a 
systems-building approach. As part of this, UNICEF began 
to support the Department of Social Welfare to establish 
an emergent and functioning case management system, 
now reaching 27 townships across all regions, while also 
delivering social messaging (with the Myanmar Red Cross 
Society) on simple reporting and referral channels for 
communities in 950 villages. This has led to an emergent 
and functioning social work case management system, 
resulting in more than 1,330 child protection cases being 
tracked over a two-year period.

Although the number of countries with case management 
systems in place has increased, some are still challenged 
to effectively take the system to scale. In relation to formal 
foster care and residential care, an increased number 
of countries are reporting increased action since 2014, 
yet systems in many countries remain inadequate and 
underfunded. By the end of 2017, eighteen per cent of 
UNICEF-supported countries do not have the requisite 
infrastructure to be able to release any data on the number 
of children in formal care facilities, and more than 45 per 
cent cannot provide any data regarding the number of 
children in formal foster care. UNICEF is advancing action 
to address these challenges.

Promoting social norms that protect children

In 2017, thirty-six countries undertook child protection 
awareness campaigns to inform children and their parents 
on their children’s rights and protection concerns. In 
Moldova, UNICEF provided support to develop guidelines 
for foster care of children under 3 years old, and around 
500,000 people were reached with messages promoting 
foster care. Moldova then witnessed an almost 20 per cent 
drop in the number of children placed in residential care, 
from 2,200 in 2016 to 1,750 in 2017. In Senegal, more than 
600 Village Child Protection Committees and almost 600 
Child Protection Neighborhood Committees undertook 
awareness-raising and monitoring activities, reaching 
almost 115,000 people, and a pool of social workers from 
20 village and neighbourhood committees were trained 
on communication strategies, leading to each reporting 
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improved capacity to support parenting skills development. 
In China, UNICEF worked with the China National 
Committee for the Care of Children to advocate for social 
protection for children by training and supporting child 
reporters and organizing national and provincial summer 
camps for vulnerable children, with more than 500 children 
trained on children’s rights, protection and welfare, and 
more than 100 subsequently active in advocating for child 
welfare.

Challenges

Despite strong commitments to the SDGs and steady 
country progress in expanding child protection systems, 
national social service workforce capacities and governance 
structures need further strengthening. UNICEF’s new 
programme guidance on social service workforce 
strengthening (under development) will build the capacities 
of this growing cadre of service providers in child protection 
and expand the range and quality of services delivered. 
Improving child protection information management and 
referral systems is a priority, especially confidential case 
management information systems to track and monitor 

cases. The absence of accurate and reliable estimates 
of numbers of children living in alternative care hampers 
governments in developing effective policy and making 
successful investment choices despite widespread 
recognition of ensuing dangers and damage. Over the 
strategic plan period, integrating social protection and 
more focused child protection systems strengthening 
work is noted, mainly in Africa and Asia, where numbers 
of both professional and paraprofessional social service 
workers have increased significantly. Yet gaps in coverage 
persist, notably in fragile and humanitarian contexts. 
Greater investment is needed to support governments 
to cost and budget for strengthening child protection 
systems. Furthermore, humanitarian crises can severely 
impact (or halt) implementation of national planning, 
diverting resources to address immediate and long-term 
humanitarian needs. Building resilience and flexibility into 
systems to respond to unanticipated risks and shocks in 
the wake of crises is an essential component to sustain the 
strengthening of child protection systems and bridge the 
humanitarian-development gap.

On 20 December 2017, children in the northern parts of Hama Governorate, Syrian Arab Republic, call for a better future.
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PROGRAMME AREA 3: VIOLENCE 
AGAINST CHILDREN

Violence against children, from birth to adolescence, is 
a global phenomenon that takes many forms (physical, 
sexual, emotional), and occurs in many settings, including 
the home, school, community, care and justice systems, 
and over the Internet. Over the strategic plan period, 
UNICEF and partners played an unprecedented role in 
elevating violence against children onto the global political 
and policy agenda, culminating in a first ever capturing of 
child protection issues in global goals. SDG target 16.2 

and SDG target 5.2 relate to the issue of violence against 
children, while many additional SDG targets address related 
risk factors such as SDG 1 (ending child poverty), SDG 5 
(eliminating all harmful practices) and SDG 8 (ending child 
labour in all its forms).

Over the strategic plan period, the primary emphasis in 
Programme Area 3 was on addressing sexual abuse and 
exploitation, child online protection, violence in schools 
and the home, and armed violence prevention. UNICEF 

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

UNICEF contributed significantly to advancing efforts 
to prevent and respond to violence against children in 
all its forms by providing thought leadership, amplifying 
partnerships, building evidence and providing technical 
and implementation support to more than 125 countries 
to strengthen their national systems. 

• By 2017, over 90 countries were implementing 
coordinated national action plans and policies 
to address violence against children and many 
were adopting and enforcing legislation to protect 
victims, strengthening social (and related) services, 
and promoting targeted action aimed at changing 
societal beliefs and attitudes concerning violence;

• In the span of two years, the number of countries 
addressing the issue of online child sexual 
exploitation almost tripled, from 17 to 47;

• There has been a 33 per cent increase in the number 
of countries implementing actions to prevent and 
respond to sexual abuse and exploitation, rising from 
70 in 2014 to 93 in 2017;

• Around 61 per cent of countries (84) have developed 
legal and policy frameworks to address violence in 
schools, compared with 37 per cent in 2014;

• Countries reaching 75 per cent of targeted parents 
with programmes addressing child-rearing practices 
increased significantly since 2014, rising from  
3 in 2014, to 36 scaling up action in 2017;

• UNICEF has used innovative community-based 
programming to address armed violence in nine 
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean 
that have some of the highest rates of adolescent 
homicides globally, and is expanding related action 
across the region.

PROGRAMME AREA 3: 
Progress on strategic plan output indicators

Output Indicator Baseline 2014 
Result

2015 
Result

2016 
Result

2017
Result

2017 
Target

Countries in which UNICEF-supported programmes aimed at 
increasing children’s capacity to identify, prevent and/or report 
violence reach at least 75% of the target population

Sexual violence 9
(2014) 9 13 15   31 12

Physical violence 5
(2014) 5 9  13  26 8

More than one form  
of violence

7
(2014) 7 11 21   35 10

Countries with comprehensive national approaches on early childhood development that  
include budgets and functioning coordination mechanisms

56
(2014) 56 68  71  63 70

Countries with 75% of targeted parents reached by programmes addressing child-rearing 
practices

2
(2013) 3 4  11  36 30 
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continued to be a global thought leader on these issues 
and was instrumental in building stronger evidence and 
data, which is leading many countries to increasingly 
develop policies that address violence across the life cycle, 
from early childhood through adolescence. More recently, 
UNICEF has advanced efforts to address knowledge gaps 
on the intersections of violence against children (and 
especially girls) and women (see also ‘Programme Area 1’).

To support governments, UNICEF centred its action around 
a number of key approaches: strengthening national plans 
and priority actions; improving legal and policy frameworks; 
improving access to services; building capacity in the 
justice, social welfare, health and education sectors; and 
supporting communities, parents and children to shift 
attitudes, behaviour and social norms and to encourage 
reporting of violence (see also ‘Cross-cutting Areas 
Narrative – Communication for Development’). 

UNICEF also played a key role in setting global standards and 
programming frameworks. The 2017 global theory of change 
for violence against children defines the organization’s 
strategic vision and approach, providing UNICEF – for the 
first time – coherent multisectoral programming guidance 

based on evidence of what works to address violence. 
Though it gives particular attention to forms of violence 
highlighted within the SDGs, including violent discipline 
and sexual violence, its broad-based design is also aimed 
at addressing all forms of physical, sexual and emotional 
violence against both girls and boys – including in the 
context of armed conflict and other emergencies (see also 
‘Programme Area 6’).

To accelerate coordinated multi-partner action at country, 
regional and global level, UNICEF was instrumental in 
conceptualizing and establishing the Global Partnership to 
End Violence Against Children (End Violence), launched in 
2016 to accelerate coordinated multi-partner action (see 
Box: Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children). 
UNICEF also played a pivotal role in the development of a 
common package of evidence-based strategies – INSPIRE: 
Seven strategies for ending violence against children, 
which provides a global framework for multisectoral action 
to meet SDG targets. Additionally, as the custodian of 
violence against children-related SDG indicators, UNICEF 
undertook efforts to track progress against violence against 
children targets (see also ‘Programme Area 1’).

Reduced rates of 
sexual violence  

 
Reduced rates of violent 

disciplinary practices

1 million US$

SPENDING OUTPUTS OUTCOMES

Armed 
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Emotional and 
physical 
violence 

19.3

Gender-based 
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sexual abuse 
and sexual 
exploitation 

21.6
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against children 36.5
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development 

Children's capacity to identify, 
prevent and/or report sexual 

violence

Children's capacity to identify, 
prevent and/or report physical 
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than one form of violence

Child-rearing practices 
programmes

FIGURE 14: Results chain for Programme Area 3 - total 2017 programme expenditure US$89 million 
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Sexual abuse and sexual exploitation

There is demonstrable evidence that countries are 
developing and/or adopting legislation, policies and action 
plans to prevent and respond to all forms of sexual abuse 
and exploitation, with at least 14 enacting specific laws, 
polices or plans in 2017.17  This includes the unanimous 
adoption of a motion in Botswana to create a sexual 
offenders registry and to prevent registered offenders from 
working in institutions that serve children; a new legal 
requirement in Brazil requiring cases involving children and 
adolescents who are victims of sexual violence to be heard 
by a specialized professional; revisions to the civil, penal 
and criminal codes and procedures in Eritrea criminalizing 
sexual violence and the introduction of more serious 
penalties for sexual offences against children; and the 
development of a National Plan Against Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation in Costa Rica.

Twenty-three countries (a 20 per cent increase over 
2016) reported improved access to and quality of related 
services. In Cambodia, for example, the Ministry of Health 
released the first handbook for health personnel on the 
care of child victims of sexual violence and abuse. The 
Plurinational State of Bolivia, Guyana and Libya targeted 
the strengthening of justice services to better support 
victims of violence and avoid their re-victimization, while 
other countries scaled up ‘one stop centres’ or expanded 
social protection and prevention services (e.g., El Salvador, 
Madagascar and Rwanda). In Liberia, a multisector 
initiative (gender, social protection and justice) to improve 
the provision of quality services to child victims of sexual 
violence resulted in 173 children receiving improved 
services. In El Salvador, 28 schools in municipalities with 

GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP TO END 
VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

The Global 
Partnership to 
End Violence 
Against Children 
(End Violence) aims to galvanize support for efforts to 
end violence against children across actors, regions and 
sectors, by: building political will to accelerating action 
through advocacy for the adoption of national legislation, 
implementing policy and programmes that protect children 
from violence to acting as the forum for transnational 
exchange on best practice; and strengthening 
collaboration between actors. Since its launch in 2016, 
End Violence has expanded its membership to 271 
organizations and secured the support of more than  
2,400 individuals, who have signed on as ‘friends’.

Key achievements include fostering commitment from 
an ever-growing number of Pathfinding Countries* (16 
to date) to spearhead national action, and convening 
an 80-member INSPIRE Working Group to develop 
implementation guidance and provide technical 
assistance to countries for the implementation of the 
INSPIRE Seven Strategies. The INSPIRE process is a 
major breakthrough for the sector, providing the first 
globally agreed set of actions for effective prevention 
of and response to violence against children.

UNICEF is a lead agency in End Violence and 
provides technical and coordination support to the 16 
Pathfinding Countries and an additional 19 countries 
in discussion to become Pathfinding Countries. 
Examples of recent action include: UNICEF’s support 
to developing country case studies in preparation 
for the 2018 Solutions Summit; technical support for 
the development of the INSPIRE Implementation 
Handbook; and leadership for the development of 
a common set of indicators to track progress on 
implementation of the INSPIRE Seven Strategies. 
UNICEF’s support to the United Republic of Tanzania 
– the first country in Africa to declare its intent to 
be a Pathfinding Country under End Violence – is an 
example of UNICEF’s support. UNICEF helped the 
government to develop and launch an innovative 
National Plan of Action to End Violence against 
Women and Children (2017/18–2021/22), integrating 
violence against children and violence against women 
into a single framework for action, for the first time.

For similar examples, see: End Violence Solutions Summit Catalogue: 
<https://drive.google.com/file/d/18F8b0EHyfU2tcPrwwVJ87yznT78g6vmN/view>

*Pathfinding countries commit to 3–5 years of accelerated action to achieve 
End Violence goals and adhere to the End Violence principles. This means that 
their actions will be: rights-focused, child-centred, universal, gender-sensitive, 
inclusive, transparent, evidence-based and results-focused.

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

The international community made important 
advances to strengthen the protection of children 
from sexual abuse and exploitation, with at least  
93 countries reporting action in 2017, a third more 
than in 2014.

There was also a steady progress towards universal 
ratification and effective implementation of the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution 
and child pornography (OPSC). In 2017, the State of 
Palestine acceded to the OPSC, bringing the total 
number of ratifications to 174 countries. 
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high rates of GBV and teenage pregnancies implemented 
a strategy to prevent GBV, especially sexual violence, 
resulting in the identification of 73 cases of sexual violence 
(40 girls and 33 boys), of which 54 cases were referred to 
specialized services.

Child online protection

In response to the exponential growth in the digitalization 
of the world, UNICEF has made a significant contribution 
to driving the global momentum to addressing child 
online protection. The increasing global attention and 

programming traction since 2014 is unprecedented. A key 
milestone in this growth was the establishment in 2015 of 
UNICEF’s first ever Global Programme to build the capacity 
of governments, civil society and industry to tackle online 
child sexual exploitation, focusing on 17 priority countries. 
This enabled UNICEF to initiate deeper and concerted 
actions to engage specifically on the broader issues of child 
online protection.

UNICEF continued to advance legal reform to protect 
children from online violence, exploitation and abuse, with 
at least 10 countries delivering significant results in 2017 
that developed and/or adopted national policies and action 
plans, and strengthened national coordination on child 
online protection.18 A review of the legal process in Ghana 
identified legal and policy reform for child online protection 
as an area of priority action and a Sexual Offences against 
Children Act in Malaysia marked a major advancement 
in the protection of children from sexual offences.19 In 
the Philippines, a National Response Plan to Prevent and 
Address Online Child Sexual Exploitation was adopted. In 
Cambodia, a multi-stakeholder coordinated action plan to 
implement the Child Protection Policy in Schools integrated 
online sexual exploitation and cyber-bullying. In India, 
UNICEF became part of several inter-ministerial and civil 
society forums and influenced policies and programmes on 
digital safety for children.
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Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 

Training of some 7,099 frontline workers 
in handling of violence against children 
related cases, resulting in a reach of over 
700,000 children with prevention and 
response services

National hotline and campaigns

Development of new National Plan of 
Action to End Violence against Women 
and Children (2017-2022) aligned with 
INSPIRE and designed to advance progress 
in Tanzania to reach violence related 
Sustainable Development Goal targets

Establishment of Gender and Children’s 
Desks in Tanzania Police Force

Expansion of District-level multi-agency 
child protection systems from 7 districts to 
47 local government authorities

UNITED REPUBLIC
OF TANZANIA: 
UNICEF’S SUPPORT TO VIOLENCE AGAINST 
CHILDREN PROGRAMME RESPONSE 

Commitment 
as Pathfinding 
Country for 
End Violence

FIGURE 15: UNICEF’s support to address violence against children in the United Republic of  
Tanzania: Tracking the country action steps, 2009–2017

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

Within the last two years, action to scale up support 
work directly related to child online protection 
occurred in at least 47 country offices – an almost 
three-fold increase from the 17 countries reporting on 
such issues in 2015. 
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To improve access to quality services, UNICEF focused 
on strengthening services – for example, improving 
the use of helplines, establishing online platforms and 
expanding counselling services. In at least 11 countries,20 
governments began to scale up action. In Albania, a 
national Child Helpline and online platform were developed. 
In Namibia, a partnership between the government, 
ChildLine/Lifeline, the Internet Watch Foundation and 
UNICEF resulted in the launch of a national portal for 
reporting online child sexual abuse material. To improve 

investigation and prosecution of online child sexual and 
exploitation crimes, Jordan strengthened a specialized unit 
within the Family Protection Department and improved 
system linkages to Interpol. Triangular cooperation in Latin 
America also advanced regional efforts, including between 
justice officials from ustice officials from Costa Rica, the 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua 
to conduct joint cross-border investigations on online child 
sexual abuse material.

CASE STUDY 1: SERBIA: BUILDING IDENTIFICATION AND REFERRAL  
SYSTEMS TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN 

Progressive action to build identification and referral 
systems and strengthen social worker capacity in Serbia 
led to significant improvements in reporting incidences 
of violence against children. As a result, the Centres for  
Social Work identified critical data to inform the 
continued strengthening of the social service system.

• The number of reports of violence against children 
increased by 92 per cent from 2011 to 2015 (6,278 
cases).

• The majority of cases related to family violence: child 
neglect was the most common form of violence 
reported (46 per cent), followed by physical (28 per 
cent), psychological (24 per cent) and sexual violence 
(2 per cent).

• Reported incidents of sexual violence and abuse 
against children were relatively few, but 80 per cent 
of victims were girls, pointing to the gendered nature 
of sexual abuse-related cases.

• Findings were reinforced by the 2014 Serbia Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey which reported 43 per cent of 
children aged 1–14 years were subjected to at least one form of psychological or physical punishment.

Despite progress, work remains to be done to strengthen policy and legislative frameworks for the protection of 
Serbian children. Although professional capacities for identification and referral, as well as protection, services have 
been scaled up, they are still insufficient. Certain types of abuse and maltreatment remain unrecognized within the 
public services system, so children with disabilities, children who were sexually abused and others, fall between 
the cracks of protection services. An overwhelmed social care system, lack of professional resources and low inter-
sectoral collaboration lead to limited responses to the needs of children and families. The impact of interventions is 
additionally hampered by a lack of capacity in local government to plan and develop social services, and a current 
freeze on increasing public-sector employment. UNICEF and partners are committed to continuing efforts to 
strengthen social worker capacity in Serbia.

©
 U

N
IC

E
F 

S
er

bi
a/

S
hu

bu
ck

l/2
01

4 

The Useinovski family – Semira (mother), Atina (daughter), 
Bacir (father) and Salija (grandmother) – have benefited from 
services provided by family outreach workers, in Serbia. The 
services aim to provide support and keep vulnerable families 
together.
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Violence in schools Safe and inclusive education environments are critical for 
children to learn and grow. Violence in and around schools 
can cause serious harm to children and adolescents that 
can last into adulthood,21 and have a significant social 
and economic cost, impacting families and societies. 
There has been an important positive trend in addressing 
violence in schools since 2014. In 2017, sixty-one per 
cent of countries had legal and policy frameworks that 
address violence in schools, as compared with 47 per cent 
in 2016, 39 per cent in 2015 and 37 per cent in 2014. In 
South Africa, for example, a national policy framework to 
address gender-based violence in schools was developed. 
In Ethiopia, the 2016/17 annual school census gathered 
data on school-related GBV for the first time. Through 
school-level reporting systems, in Oromia Region alone, 
780 incidents of violence were reported and subsequently 
referred. By the end of 2017, 130 countries had prohibited 
corporal punishment in schools, including most recently in 
Lithuania.22 In South Africa, the use of the legal defence 
of “reasonable or moderate chastisement” was deemed 
unconstitutional, effectively giving children the same 
protection from assault as adults, while in Zimbabwe, 

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

UNICEF and partners supported 84 countries to address 
violence against children in and around schools.

In 2017, UNICEF and partner programmes to prevent 
and respond to violence in schools were estimated 
to have reached at least 1.7 million children with 
interventions to support safe and inclusive learning 
environments, and more than 53,000 adults (including 
teachers, parents and other duty bearers) in 50 
countries, with capacity-building interventions to 
respond to and refer child victims of violence in 
educational settings to relevant services (see also 
UNICEF Annual Results Report 2017 – Education).

A performance during the ‘Return to Happiness’ programme, implemented by UNICEF within the first few hours after the 2017 earthquake 
in Chamanga, Esmeraldas, Ecuador. 
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corporal punishment of children in homes and schools was 
declared unconstitutional.

Since 2014, forty-nine per cent of countries strengthened 
prevention and response mechanisms to address GBV in 
and around schools. Across regions, advancements were 
noted by increased implementation of a ‘whole school’ 
approach to violence prevention23 through student-to-
student initiatives and bridging actions between families, 
communities and schools. In Cambodia, positive discipline 
programming was extended to more than 405 schools, 
resulting in a decrease in physical violence from 73 to 
47 per cent in target schools. In Jamaica, continued 
investments in a school-wide positive behavioural 
intervention support system led to a decrease in violence 
and an increase in positive disciplinary methodologies. In 
Kosovo,24 an early warning system to report cases was 
strengthened in 30 municipalities, and combined actions 
improved school reporting on cases of violence, providing 
data to identify and profile the cases of children at risk of 
dropping out of schools. In Sierra Leone, a national school 
safety guide for all schools was developed, with training 
provided for around 1,800 school heads and 1,700 school 
mentors (76 per cent male, 34 per cent female).

Shifting norms and practices that perpetuate violence 
are critical to reduce violence in schools, with a number 
of countries across regions now applying a mix of 
interventions within the school community as a key 
strategy to affect changes in behaviour. To galvanize national 
action, countries are undertaking broad violence prevention 
initiatives, often as part of the #ENDviolence campaign 
(see Box: Stimulating global awareness, triggering national 
action: The #ENDviolence against children campaign). A 
specialized focus on bullying and peer-to-peer violence 
was reported in 24 countries in 2017. In Indonesia, for 
example, more than 6,000 students aged 13–15 years (51 
per cent girls) joined an anti-bullying programme in two 
provinces, leading to a significant decrease of nearly 30 
per cent in physical bullying, threatening of other children, 
and relational bullying, such as social exclusion. In Ukraine, 
an anti-bullying campaign including a digital platform, 
motivation videos, information materials and events, 
reached 30 per cent of all children (aged 11–17 years), 
increasing the awareness of bullying and its consequences, 
triggering a public discussion on bullying and generating 
community-level movements.

 

Violence in the home

Violent discipline at home is the most common form of 
violence experienced by children and its impact can have 
lifelong consequences. The importance of protecting 
children from violence and neglect, especially during 
their early years, is rooted in evidence that suggests 
that household economic insecurity, gender inequality 
and domestic violence are factors associated with an 
elevated risk of violence against children. Caregivers do 
not necessarily use physical and psychologically violent 
methods to deliberately cause harm or injury. Rather, the 
method sometimes stems from anger and frustration, 
lack of understanding of the harm it can cause, or limited 
familiarity with non-violent methods. Parenting and 
caregiver support is one of the INSPIRE Seven Strategies.

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

Since 2016, there has been a significant increase (40 
per cent) in the number of countries scaling up action to 
prevent violence against children occurring in the home.

In 2017, the number of countries prohibiting corporal 
punishment (including in the home) rose to 53; with 
a further 56 countries committed to achieving a 
complete legal ban. UNICEF continued to advocate and 
support governments that have not yet made a public 
commitment to law reform, including countries yet to 
legislate a ban on home-based corporal punishment, 
such as Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt, Indonesia, 
Jamaica, Kazakhstan and Peru. 

The number of countries reaching 75 per cent of targeted 
parents through programmes addressing child-rearing 
practices increased exponentially, from 3 countries in 
2014 to 36 in 2017 – including an additional 25 in 2017.

Sixty-three countries (representing 40 per cent of 
reporting countries) now have comprehensive national 
approaches on early childhood development that include 
budgets and functioning coordination mechanisms, a  
13 per cent increase to those reporting in 2014.
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FIGURE 16: STIMULATING GLOBAL AWARENESS, 
TRIGGERING NATIONAL ACTION: THE #ENDVIOLENCE 
AGAINST CHILDREN CAMPAIGN
In 2013, UNICEF launched the #ENDviolence campaign, a multi-year 
initiative to make all forms of violence against children visible. This 
put a spotlight on the devastating impact of violence on children and 
spurred governments to adopt policies and to empower young people 
as agents of change. Since its launch to ‘make the invisible visible’, 
global attention and momentum has grown exponentially, triggering 
more than 100 countries to action. The global campaign also catalyzed 
multiple country campaigns noted in at least 29 countries in 2017. 
Examples include:

RWANDA

A nationwide campaign against 
sexual violence reached 2,760 
parents and teachers and 2,400 small 
business owners in two provinces.

ARGENTINA

A national digital campaign was launched with a downloadable 
‘Practical guide to avoid shouts, spank and stereotypes’ to improve 
parenting skills, resulting (in the first month) in 95 articles in print, 
radio and TV; more than 50,000 visits to the campaign website; 
15,800 downloads of the guide; and 700 new UNICEF donors. A 
national campaign to prevent child sexual abuse was also relaunched 
on the International Day for Prevention of Abuse against Children, 
leading to the number of calls to the national toll-free telephone line 
increasing from an average of 2 calls per day to 50, with a total of 
3,576 calls in 2017 (44 per cent related to child sexual abuse).

NEPAL

615 diverse stakeholders (50 per cent female) participated 
in dialogues between school and community actors, reaching 
around 70,000 community members and students.

ECUADOR

The ‘#AhoraQueLoVes #DiNoMás’ campaign focused 
on sexual violence, reaching 15 million of the country’s 
17 million citizens, triggering multiple media outlet 
reports about sexual abuse – a taboo subject – almost 
three times more than the level of media coverage in 
2016. Campaign material was also shared throughout 
the public school system, reaching 4.5 million students.

JORDAN

The Ma’an Campaign against violence gained 
more than 30 million impressions (56 per 
cent female), reached 10 million people, and 
more than 600 stakeholders, influencers, 
media professionals and members of the 
public pledged to end violence.

BOTSWANA 

UNICEF partnered with four out of five local 
broadcasters to launch the Children’s Month 
of Broadcasting with theme, ‘Adopting Zero 
Tolerance Towards Sexual Exploitation – 
Your voice counts’.

A number of significant steps were taken in 
2017. With a sharp focus on the ‘digital dan-
gers in the world today’, on 7 February, Safer 
Internet Day, at least 63 countries adapted 
global communication assets designed to 
engage young people to share advice on 
ways to deal with online abuse and risks. 
Goodwill Ambassador Priyaka Chopra 
made a high profile visit to South Africa 
and Zimbabwe, highlighting the pervasive 
incidence of sexual violence, drawing 1,100 
articles in major global media and receiving 
more than one million views on Instagram. 

In November 2017, the campaign centred on 
the launch of A Familiar Face: Violence in 
the lives of children and adolescents, which 
highlights – with the most up-to-date com-
parable data ever available – that children 
experience violence across all stages of 
childhood and in all settings.

The report received tremendous coverage 
garnering 24 Top Tier media reports in the 
first 48 hours, and had the highest perform-
ing UNICEF tweet of all time. Within the first 
10 days after its launch, UNICEF had 1.2 mil-
lion mentions on social media (Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube), potentially 
reaching 1.1 billion people and engaging 1.7 
million users.

Other countries reporting include: Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Barbados, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Dominica, El Salvador, Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Iraq, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Moldova, Mongolia, 
Montenegro, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkmenistan and Viet Nam. 

PARAGUAY

A national online protection campaign, 
‘#LoDigitalEsReal/‘what is digital is 
real’, reached more than 2.5 million 
people (77 per cent coverage of the 
target audience of 13- to 55-year olds).

CAMBODIA

143,100 children, adolescents and 
youths were reached with core 
messages to prevent violence and 
especially sexual abuse through the 
16 Day campaign Against Violence 
Against Women and Children.
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In 2017, UNICEF engaged with governments and partners 
in at least 50 countries to implement evidence-based 
programming at scale. UNICEF and partners have learned 
lessons from the success of programing such as the Better 
Parenting Programme in Jordan, where sustained action 
over the past two decades has seen marked reductions 
in corporal punishment in targeted locations, contributing 
to the model being adapted as a broader approach in the 
National Strategy for Human Development (2016–2025). 
UNICEF is also increasingly prioritizing adolescent violence 
in the home, learning from successful programming such 
as the Sinovuyo initiative in South Africa, for which a recent 
evaluation noted that, through targeted community and 
family care programming, violence towards teenagers is 
being reduced.

UNICEF supported at least 21 countries with targeted 
programming to strengthen early childhood development 
laws, policies and plans.25 This aligns with UNICEF’s 2017 
Programme Guidance for Early Childhood Development 
(ECD) that identifies ECD priorities at country, regional and 
global levels. For example, UNICEF is identifying successful 
parenting programme elements in the Middle East to 
inform guidelines for country offices looking to design and 

implement scalable parenting programmes. To advance 
data strengthening in Jordan, modules for ECD and child 
discipline were introduced into the 2017 National Population 
and Family Health Survey, with findings expected to 
facilitate amendments to the current Domestic Violence 
Law. In the United Republic of Tanzania, UNICEF supported 
the National Parenting Taskforce in the development of 
a comprehensive National Parenting and Family Care 
Strategy.

By the end of 2017, UNICEF was working in at least 50 
countries26 to implement action to improve services. In 
at least 21 countries, action was focused on addressing 
violence in early childhood or within ECD policies and 
programmes.27 For example, in Mongolia, child protection 
and domestic violence laws were translated into 
operational standards and guidelines, and rolled out to 97 
newly operationalized multidisciplinary teams in five target 
sites and more than 1,200 cross-sector professionals were 
trained. In Montenegro, community-based multidisciplinary 
teams to support families were extended to 17 key 
municipalities, providing family outreach, home visitation 
and better parenting support. In Sao Tome and Principe, 
efforts to scale up services focused on improving their 

Lumbani, 4 years old, enjoying the company of his adoptive father Mr Malungo (Malawi).
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service quality in police (domestic violence) units, and 
building the capacity of police and community counterparts 
to manage cases. In Jordan, the Family Violence Tracking 
System (modelled on Primero) (see ‘Programme Area 1’) 
became operational as a national case management tool to 
strengthen monitoring and enforcement of violence cases.

UNICEF and partners engage directly with households 
and communities (especially the most disadvantaged) 
to shift norms and practices that perpetuate violence, 
sharing information on how violence against children can 
be prevented, and where children and families may report 
incidents and seek assistance. In addition, UNICEF’s work 
with the health and social service sectors to support efforts 
to prevent and detect violence in early childhood (see also 
‘Cross-cutting Areas Narrative’ for examples of recent C4D 
actions on violence against children).

Addressing armed violence in non-conflict settings

In response to the devastating impact of armed violence 
on children and adolescents in Latin America and the 
Caribbean – where close to 70 adolescents die every day 
due to interpersonal violence – UNICEF supports a regional 
Armed Violence Prevention and Reduction programme in 
nine countries.28 The programme aims to develop a more 
systematic approach to community-based prevention, 
emphasizing community participation, advocacy, evidence 
building, public awareness and school-based initiatives. It 
also helps to build the capacity of local institutions to tackle 
the complex problem of armed violence. All participating 
countries set baselines to assess levels of armed 
violence against children, which is feeding into developing 
programme and policy priorities.

Recent key actions include the development of life skills 
programmes in schools for adolescents (e.g., Costa Rica 
and Jamaica); establishing mediation centres for positive 
parenting and peaceful conflict resolution (El Salvador); 
developing communication strategies to promote 
behaviour change among children and adolescents at risk 
of experiencing violence (Honduras); and strengthening 
coordination between civil society and government to 
implement violence prevention policies, enforce laws 
and provide child-friendly case management services 
(Costa Rica, El Salvador, Mexico and Nicaragua). In El 
Salvador, through improved surveillance and warning, 
5,000 children were identified as ‘at risk’ in five of the most 
violent municipalities, and supported with community-
based services including school ‘bridging’ programmes. 
In Jamaica, where 40 per cent of child murders are 
gang-related, actions centred on gang demobilization and 
supporting youth reintegration to community are producing 
significant results. Recent data show that murders in 
specific communities have declined by 30 per cent in 
recent years, while in other communities no murders are 
being reported for 2–4 months at a time. In Nicaragua, 
the national police targeted programmes and community 

intervention plans in four municipalities to prevent violence, 
early age pregnancy and overcoming poverty through 
employability, reaching 10,245 adolescents and youths  
(66 per cent male, 34 per cent female).

As part of the regional commitment to accelerate 
the prevention of armed violence beyond the nine 
programming countries, UNICEF is also engaged in other 
high-risk countries to develop, implement and scale up 
government responses. For example, a new UNICEF study 
in Brazil on adolescent homicides revealed that it has the 
highest absolute number of adolescent homicides in the 
world. In response, UNICEF efforts in 2017 focused on 
supporting the development of an inter-sectoral protocol of 
action, and securing funds through the state budget for the 
year to scale up community-based homicide prevention. 
Preliminary positive results in one pilot city, Fortaleza, are 
serving as a model to scale up to 10 additional large urban 
centres.

Amplifying coordination and global standard setting

In the past four years, UNICEF has significantly enhanced 
its global leadership in amplifying and enhancing 
coordination and partnerships to advocate and influence 
policy, harness and leverage resources, and setting global 
standards. Critical partnerships at global level include the 
following.

• The Special Representative of the Secretary-
General on Violence against Children (SRSG VAC) 
– a tireless advocate for efforts to address violence 
against children, the SRSG VAC and UNICEF work 
together extremely closely to advance the global 
agenda and foster national-led action. Selected 
examples of action in 2017 include the convening of 
a high-level panel on violence against children at the 
United Nations, with UNICEF and the governments 
of Chile, Indonesia and Sweden in July 2017, and 
collaborating with UNICEF on advocacy efforts in  
12 country missions.

• Global Partnership to End Violence against 
Children (End Violence) – a critical advancement 
for efforts to address violence against children was 
the launch of End Violence, a platform that brings 
together a cross-section of partners to mobilize 
attention, increase resources and disseminate 
effective, evidence-based programmes at scale, 
particularly across participating Pathfinding Countries 
(see Box: Global Partnership to End Violence Against 
Children).

• INSPIRE – UNICEF joined with 10 other leading 
agencies to develop INSPIRE,29 launched in 2016. 
During 2017, UNICEF worked to develop a related 
Implementation Handbook and an Indicators 
Compendium to track progress, in the context  
of the SDGs.30
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• Together for Girls (TFG) – UNICEF also continues to work closely with this initiative, 
a private-public partnership that addresses violence against children, with a focus on 
sexual violence against girls. During 2017, UNICEF and TFG jointly hosted a group of 
partners for a regional meeting in Honduras on violence against children, as well as a 
meeting with the Government of Uganda and the US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention on the theme ‘Data to Action’, in preparation for the launch of a national 
violence against children survey (see also ‘Programme Area 1’).

• Know Violence in Childhood Initiative – UNICEF was a contributor to the initiative 
which resulted in the 2017 publication of a global report entitled Ending Violence in 
Childhood, which synthesizes the causes and consequences of childhood violence and 
identifies evidence-based strategies to prevent childhood violence.

• WePROTECT Global Alliance to End Child Sexual Exploitation Online 
(WePROTECT) – established in 2015, WePROTECT brings together multiple 
stakeholders as part of a landmark international movement dedicated to national and 
global action to end the sexual exploitation of children online. In the two years since its 
launch, government membership (and national commitment) has increased by 67 per 
cent, including the recent additions of Armenia, Guatemala and Serbia.

Additionally, UNICEF fostered multiple commitments and forged action with a spectrum 
of global partners around online protection: from initiatives with United Nations agencies 
such as the International Telecommunication Union, the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN Women) to international non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) such as ECPAT International, International Centre for Missing and Exploited 
Children and Child Helpline International. To strengthen partnerships with the travel and 
tourism industry, in coordination with ECPAT, UNICEF wrote a chapter on government, 
civil society and private-sector action for the 2016 Global Study on Sexual Exploitation of 
Children in Travel and Tourism.31 

UNICEF is increasingly mobilizing those in the information technology (IT) industry as 
active partners to address violence against children. At country level, examples include a 
ground-breaking partnership in China with Tencent, the world’s sixth largest technology 
company and China’s leading Internet service provider, promoting children’s rights and 
child online protection through research, industry coalition building and public awareness-
raising. UNICEF worked with Facebook Brazil, developing an innovative approach to 
engage adolescents in cyber-bullying prevention, including the testing of robot-animated 
dialogues through the Messenger platform. Early online feedback suggested Facebook 
participants’ awareness about the risks had increased from 40 per cent to 91 per cent as 
a result.

Religious communities and faith-based organizations play a critical role in strengthening 
child protection and promoting equitable outcomes for the most marginalized children and 
families. They are often the first line of support to children in many countries to meeting 
their basic needs, and serve as an integral partner in strengthening community systems 
of protection and support to children and their families. In 2017, the Global Network of 
Religions for Children initiative held its Fifth Forum, ‘Ending Violence Against Children: 
Faith Communities in Action’, which specifically explored the role of faith communities in 
addressing the challenges of violence against children, especially through inter-religion 
cooperation. UNICEF also collaborated with the World Council of Churches to develop and 
launch a set of Churches’ Commitments to Children that outline actions for churches to 
improve protection of children and end violence. Member churches all over the world have 
already started using these guidelines.

UNICEF’s thought leadership has contributed decisively towards the strides made in 
setting global standards, building of advocacy tools and developing programme guidance 
for violence prevention and response. In 2017, UNICEF advanced protection-related child 
rights at the normative level through, for example, input into the UN Third Committee 
process including co-authoring of the Secretary-General’s annual Rights of the Child 
Report and related resolution, themed with violence against children. Prior to 2014, a 
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cohesive methodological framework for violence against 
children policy and interventions applicable across contexts 
was absent. The hefty investment since 2014 to strengthen 
data and evidence culminated in 2017 in the development 
of an overarching UNICEF violence against children theory 
of change. This will provide a solid foundation on which 
to launch the ambitious UNICEF strategic agenda, and is 
closely aligned with the long-term targets of the global 
agenda. 

The launch of the highly visual and impactful #ENDviolence 
against children campaign in 2013 (see Box: Stimulating 
global awareness, triggering national action: The 
#ENDviolence against children campaign) paved the 
way for further publications, including ‘Ending Violence 
Against Children: Six strategies for action’ in 2014, 
paired with the ground-breaking report ‘Hidden in Plain 
Sight’. The subsequent release of the UNICEF violence 
against children programme evaluation in 2015 – the 
first comprehensive evaluation making violence against 
children an organization-wide priority – provided a much-
needed set of recommendations to shape and sharpen 
UNICEF programmes. Building on this was the launch of 
INSPIRE and the development of two companion guidance 
documents – the INSPIRE Handbook and the INSPIRE 
Indicator Compendium. To crown the strategic period, 2017 
saw the launch of the publication of an updated data report 
entitled A Familiar Face: Violence in the lives of children and 
adolescents.

Alongside efforts to produce global goods to improve 
programming on violence against children, UNICEF 
has been closely engaged with global leaders to align 
programme approaches and concepts. For example, a 
review and guidance on experiences of the prevention 
and response to sexual abuse and exploitation of children 
(2015) informed a number of critical global products, 
including The Terminology Guidelines for the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse.32 The 
‘Luxembourg Guidelines’ launched in 2016 is an initiative of 
18 international partners including UNICEF, and represented 
a major achievement by harmonizing concepts relating to 
child sexual abuse and exploitation.

UNICEF continues to engage with key actors and to 
develop knowledge products for core audiences who  
can move the child online protection agenda forward.  
For example, the Council of Europe’s guidelines on 

child online protection was the first instrument of its 
kind in the region. A stocktaking report, A New Reality: 
Child helplines report on online child sexual exploitation 
and abuse from around the world (with Child Helpline 
International), revealed the urgent need to build capacity 
for child helplines to manage contacts relating to child 
online sexual exploitation. To advance action within faith-
based communities, UNICEF supported the development 
of two resources, Protecting Children from Online Sexual 
Exploitation: A guide to action for religious leaders and 
communities (with ECPAT International and Religious 
for Peace) and the Guide to Action for Civil Society 
Organizations: Partnering with faith-based organizations 
and religious leaders to protect children from online sexual 
exploitation (with ECPAT International).

Challenges

Despite progress, violence against children remains 
pervasive, taking many forms, in diverse settings, and is 
exacerbated in emergency situations. Weak coordination 
between and among actors can create barriers to 
implementing effective inter-sectoral approaches as well 
as the scale-up of actions. In many contexts, the lack of a 
systemic response within core child protection work at a 
national level is compounded by limited technical expertise, 
inadequate legal frameworks and insufficient investment. 
Key ingredients of the UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2018–2021 
include the strengthening of the social service workforce 
and building strong case management and referral 
pathways, alongside sustained efforts to work across 
contexts (and with all actors) to address social norms 
and practices. Though there is increasing evidence of the 
important role that parents can play in preventing violence 
and protecting their children from it, most parenting 
programmes have not been brought to scale and do not 
work across the life cycle. Similarly, though there have 
been increased investments in efforts to raise awareness 
and change norms surrounding violence against children, 
greater evidence and documentation on the costs of the 
most effective programmes is needed, alongside improved 
monitoring of the impact of programmes and advocacy 
efforts on the outcomes for children. With the development 
of the violence against children programme guidance and a 
global indicators framework with INSPIRE, monitoring and 
reporting on progress should be improved in the coming 
years.
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PROGRAMME AREA 4: JUSTICE 
FOR CHILDREN 

With the inclusion of SDG target 16.3 related to the rule of 
law and access to justice, UNICEF is committed to ensuring 
that the needs and rights of children are accounted for, as 
countries work towards meeting their global commitments. 
UNICEF supports strengthening of national justice systems 
to ensure that all children coming into contact with the law 
as alleged offenders, victims, witnesses or as part of civil 
and administrative cases, are better served and protected, 
including through country compliance with normative 
standards such as the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child and the Beijing Rules.

UNICEF supports actions such as strengthening 
alternatives to detention for children convicted of crimes, 
and supporting efforts to expand legal aid provision to 
children in all instances where they appear before a court 
or administrative body. This requires capacity-building to 
ensure that courts and law enforcement systems have 
trained specialized professionals, and reform of legal and 
administrative frameworks in both criminal and civil law 
systems. Justice for children interventions are implicitly 
linked to strengthening actions that address violence 
against children or harmful practices, increasing access to 
social protection, and care reform to ensure children can 
be heard in administrative and legal proceedings affecting 
them. Access to justice is a means by which children 
and their families can also protect their wider rights (see 
also ‘Programme Area 6’ for related work in humanitarian 
contexts and ‘Programme Area 7’ for related work with 
children on the move).

As the justice for children approach requires work on a 
broad range of interventions across both criminal and 
civil legal systems, it can be challenging to track global 
trends or demonstrate progress in particular areas, such 
as increasing the skills and capacity of the justice sector 
to deal with children beyond a country-specific context. 
Despite these constraints, significant and discernible 
progress within specific areas of programming has been 
achieved, with an almost 50 per cent reduction in the use 
of detention as opposed to alternative sanctions witnessed 
within the East and Central Asia region.33

Since 2014, there has been a demonstrable increase in 
countries strengthening criminal justice system data to 
more effectively deal with children in contact with the 
law, in compliance with international norms (see Box: 
Result highlights). Progress in the treatment of children 
appearing as victims and witnesses in criminal cases has 
also been observed, including in Croatia, Ethiopia, Ghana 
and Montenegro. However, many countries still have 
poorly developed civil/administrative systems, whereby 
the provision of state-assigned legal aid to minors is often 
restricted by law to criminal justice cases. Limited social 
service capacity also constrains the availability of non-
custodial measures that can be applied to keep children 
who have been convicted of a crime out of detention.

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

Between 2014 and 2017, there was a 28 per cent 
increase in countries using child-friendly procedures 
and approaches for dealing with justice for children 
(both the criminal and administrative justice activities, 
including investigative and court procedures).

Between 2014 and 2017, 15 per cent more countries 
reported that their justice systems complied with the 
minimum standards laid down in the Beijing Rules  
of Justice.

Countries advancing legal recognition of the rights 
of children to be heard in administrative and judicial 
processes affecting them rose by 12 per cent from 119 
in 2014 to 133 in 2017.

PROGRAMME AREA 4: 
Progress on strategic plan output indicators

Strategic Plan  
Indicator Baseline 2014 

Result
2015 

Result
2016 

Result
2017

Result
2017 

Target

Countries in 
which procedures 
and services for 
children in  
contact with the 
law are applied  
and delivered 
in line with 
international 
norms

26
(2014) 26 31 33 35 50

Countries with 
legislation in place 
that recognizes 
children’s right to 
be heard in civil 
and administrative 
proceedings that 
affect them (in line 
with article 12  
of the Convention 
on the Rights of  
the Child)

119
(2014) 119 125 128 133 125
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Strengthening legislative and policy frameworks

In 2017, fifty-two country offices worked with governments 
to improve legislative and policy frameworks around justice 
for children, a 30 per cent increase in countries since 2016. 
While many countries have – often with UNICEF support 
– adopted substantive and procedural criminal codes in 
line with international standards and principles on juvenile 

justice, secondary legislation and administrative guidelines 
are often required for these codes to be implemented 
effectively and in a child-friendly manner. In other countries, 
UNICEF improved civil and administrative codes to 
ensure children’s access to justice and their right to legal 
counsel and representation in procedures affecting them. 
At least eight countries adopted progressive legislation 
in 2017, including diversion measures away from judicial 

Reduced rates of children 
in detention  

1 million US$

SPENDING OUTPUTS OUTCOMES

Diversion 
programmes 

and  
alternatives 
to detention 

6.2

Access to 
justice 24.5

Legislation that recognizes 
children's right to be heard

Procedures and service for 
children in contact with the law

FIGURE 17: Results chain for Programme Area 4 - total 2017 programme expenditure US$30.7 million 

CASE STUDY 2: STATE OF PALESTINE: CROSS-SECTOR PARTNERSHIPS 
PAVING THE WAY FOR A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO JUSTICE FOR 
CHILDREN

In the State of Palestine, UNICEF, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and UN Women partnered on 
‘Strengthening the Rule of Law: Justice and security for the Palestinian people’, supporting the institutionalization 
and capacity development of the justice and security sectors.

Interventions include working with partners from the Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Social Affairs, the national Bar 
Association, civil society organizations (CSOs) and other grass-roots initiatives. The programme expanded access 
to justice for women and children through successfully extending the reach of free legal aid services and legal 
awareness programmes throughout the country. In addition, the United Nations team supported CSOs in the Gaza 
Strip, enhancing gender and juvenile justice conditions and engaging informal justice systems to bridge the gap 
with the formal system. It contributed to generating significant legislative developments, including the draft Juvenile 
Justice Law and draft Law to Combat Violence Against Women (adopted in 2017).

The justice sector hired 30 specialized juvenile prosecutors and 19 juvenile judges to improve children’s access to 
justice; these, along with 50 other professionals, were trained by UNICEF-supported local partners on the application 
of the new law. Participants included prosecutors, police, lawyers and child protection counsellors. These partners 
also developed a draft training manual for juvenile justice professionals, to become the official training manual on 
the law for judges and prosecutors. For children in contact with the law as victims and witnesses in Gaza, UNICEF 
developed child-friendly draft standard operating procedures. Collectively, these actions contribute to strengthening 
Palestinian children’s access to justice.
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proceedings34 and improved options for alternative family-
based care in Kenya; raising the minimum age of criminal 
responsibility in Sri Lanka; Family Domestic Law (adopted 
2017) and Childhood Law (in progress) amendments in 
Jordan to close legislative gaps; and amendments to 
the Family Code (2017) and Code of Criminal Procedure 
to address the rights of child victims and witnesses in 
Armenia. In Papua New Guinea, key juvenile justice and 
child protection regulatory frameworks were developed that 
for the first time included regulations for children’s right to 
be heard in civil, criminal and administrative proceedings.

Supporting the improved capacity of justice systems to 
serve children

In 2017, seventy countries increased the capacity of their 
national justice systems to serve children appearing 
before criminal or civil courts as defendants, victims, 
witnesses or parties to a civil procedure. UNICEF’s work 
often complements interventions in related areas such 
as response to violence and sexual abuse, and is often 
undertaken in support of partners such as UNODC. In 
Mexico, UNICEF and the Supreme Court of Justice 
developed online courses which enabled the training 
of 719 psychology professionals on specialized forensic 
psychology and 817 Ministry of Justice staff on children’s 
rights and access to justice – benefiting at least 230,000 

children subjected to children’s rights violations. In 
Myanmar, 36 district court judges and 392 police officers 
from 17 regions, where reported cases of violence against 
children is higher than the national average, were trained to 
more effectively address sexual violence against children. 
Reflecting efforts by UNICEF to promote justice for children 
as an integral part of a comprehensive child protection 
system approach, 130 social workers also participated, and 
the drafting of inter-agency standard operating procedures 
to respond to child abuse cases is in progress. In Sierra 
Leone, continued support to the police’s Family Support 
Unit led to the provision of services to more than 3,523 
child victims and 903 children in contact with the law, and 
the alignment of a national and regional crime database 
and data management system with Primero. Training and 
workshops supported by UNICEF to increase the reach 
of specialized staff within justice and law enforcement 
also reached 425 staff in Honduras, 1,593 professionals in 
Nigeria, and 2,770 judges, prosecutors, students and police 
officers in the Sudan.

Engaging adolescents and working at the community 
level

UNICEF and partners began to increase attention on 
wider social factors that can bring a child into contact 
with the law, and affect justice system responses and 

Issaa, 14 years old, a migrant from the Niger, rests his hand on a gate inside a detention centre, in Libya, January 2017.
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the treatment of such minors. These involved family and 
support networks helping children identify constructive 
responses to behaviour and situations, and offered 
means for making amends that include the participation 
of the child, family and community. In Brazil, UNICEF in 
partnership with the University of Brasília and the Ministry 
of Human Rights held a national-international data and good 
practices sharing event to address the large number of 
out-of-school adolescents in conflict with the law. This also 
led to the alignment of national databases to increase the 
effectiveness of data collection on adolescents in conflict 
with the law and assist family and friends of adolescent 
victims of homicide.

Amplifying strategic partnerships and inter-agency 
collaboration

Since the adoption by the United Nations of the Justice 
for Children approach in 2008, UNICEF has worked to 
mainstream juvenile justice into wider rule of law and 
security sector reform initiatives, working in partnership 
with various agencies including UNODC and the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). UNICEF also collaborated with United Nations-
wide mechanisms such as the Global Focal Point for Police, 
Justice and Corrections Actors in the Rule of Law in Post-
conflict and other Crisis Situations (GFP) arrangement. 
In 2017, the GFP was operational in 19 states, including 
many in which UNICEF collaborates on juvenile justice-
specific interventions. In Haiti, a justice sector reform 
plan developed by the Ministry of Justice included the 
development and piloting of a juvenile justice referral 
system, enabling 11,000 people to be reached by UNICEF-
supported programmes to increase children’s capacity 
to identify, prevent and/or report violence to the justice 
system. In Colombia, as part of GFP assistance to the 
peace process, UNICEF also provided written guidance and 
training to members of the United Nations Monitoring and 
Verification Mission on children’s rights and the prevention 
of GBV.

Challenges

Challenges remain in facilitating justice for children 
interventions beyond the sphere of criminal justice, in part 
because of issues of managing overlapping mandates 
with fellow rule of law actors. Interaction with the GFP 
mechanism was a learning experience for UNICEF with 
its field-focused form of delivery and support, whereas 
GFP remains a headquarters-driven model for the main 
implementing organizations. In the new strategic plan 
period, additional work will be paramount to bridge these 
different approaches to better leverage the GFP for children. 
Despite improvements in compliance with international 
standards, a national bias towards detention and other 
custodial remedies (rather than diversion and non-custodial 
options) in juvenile or adult detention facilities persists in 51 
per cent of countries. The country-level policy environment 
is also increasingly resistant to non-custodial and 
restorative approaches to children in conflict with the law, 

as national governments favour ‘zero tolerance’ policies. 
UNICEF observes that several countries (e.g., Brazil, Chile 
and India) proposed either lowering the age of criminal 
responsibility or increasing the severity of sentences for 
serious crimes committed by children. Learning from 
successful UNICEF communication and public-support 
efforts for the rights and protection of migrant children 
will be important, as will identifying what works in such 
environments to support future efforts to resist harsh 
criminal justice responses to children in conflict with the 
law.

PROGRAMME AREA 5: BIRTH 
REGISTRATION 

Accelerated action to build functional civil registration 
and vital statistics (CRVS) systems is critical to meeting 
SDG 16.9 and ensuring all children have a legal identity by 
2030. UNICEF supports governments to close the birth 
registration and legal identity gap (throughout the life 
cycle) and increase the availability of data derived from 
civil registration systems. It does so by strengthening legal 
and policy frameworks for CRVS; enhancing multisectoral 
coordination; promoting innovative solutions; expanding 
community-based services to facilitate civil registration, 
especially for hard-to-reach and vulnerable populations; and 
promoting social norms which encourage civil registration. 
In Nigeria, for example, birth registration in the country 
almost doubled between 2014 and 2017 as a result of a 
multi-pronged approach which enhanced partnerships 
between the National Population Commission and the 

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

Since 2014, more than 52.4 million births were 
registered with UNICEF support, including almost 16 
million births across 58 countries in 2017, a 30 per cent 
increase since 2016.

There were 125 countries reporting availability of free 
and universal birth registration, a 10 per cent increase 
since 2014.

PROGRAMME AREA 5: 
Progress on strategic plan output indicators

Strategic Plan  
Indicator Baseline 2014 

Result
2015 

Result
2016 

Result
2017

Result
2017 

Target

Countries with 
availability of free 
and universal birth 
registration

114
(2014) 114 123 131 125 135
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health and education sectors; utilised innovative mobile 
and online technology to improve registration systems 
to marginalized groups; and stimulated demand for 
services by promoting registration directly after birth and 
during parental visits for other services, such as during 
immunization drives.

Strengthening legal and policy frameworks

UNICEF advocates with governments to promote 
legislative and policy changes to ensure universal 
registration. Examples include UNICEF’s support to the 
National Institute of Statistics of Rwanda to complete 
the Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Strategic Plan 
(2017–2022). Recent interventions led to an 11 per cent 
increase in registration rates in 2017 alone. In the Niger, 
the government adopted a national action plan to improve 
civil registration, which was bolstered by the new Law of 
Finance which approved increased budgetary allocations 
for civil registration investment. Several other countries 
reported improvements to their birth registration legislative 
frameworks, allowing the inclusive registration of all 
children, including vulnerable nomadic farming groups, 
migrant and refugee children. To address gender disparity, 
UNICEF worked with governments to advocate for legal 
and policy reform, including the removal of discriminatory 
laws and policies which prevent children from being 
registered and receiving certificates. Although legislative 
reform in this area can be slow, steady progress saw 
the number of countries passing related gender-equal 
legislation increasing from 3 to 16 between 2015 and 2017.

Enhancing multisectoral coordination

When functional and coordinated CRVS systems are in 
place, accurate demographic data from civil registers can 
be shared across sectors, ensuring better planning and 
targeting of services. In Guinea-Bissau, the government 
continued to integrate civil registration services with the 
health sector. Additional birth registration centres were 
opened in four regional hospitals, raising the number 
of fully operational centres in health facilities to 10, and 
resulting in the registration of approximately 14,000 
children in 2017. UNICEF Liberia supported the Ministry of 
Health to train 78 public health workers (mainly focused 
on vaccination services), expanding their role to provide 
registration services, leading to the registration of nearly 
35,000 additional children in 2017. In Angola, a pilot 
multisector approach (health, education, water, sanitation 
and hygiene [WASH], agriculture and civil registration) 

Percentage of children under 
five whose birth is registered

1 million US$

SPENDING OUTPUTS OUTCOMES

Birth and civil 
registration 25.6 Availability of free and 

universal birth registration  

FIGURE 18: Results chain for Programme Area 5 - total 2017 programme expenditure US$25.6 million

Local authorities in Viet Nam supported birth registration for the 
family’s children so that the eldest child, aged 7 years, could go to 
school every day.
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resulted in an expansion of birth registration services in 90 
per cent of targeted facilities in seven provinces. In Kenya, 
joint efforts with the health, education and civil registration 
sectors to scale up birth registration resulted in almost 
750 children aged 3–6 years obtaining birth certificates – a 
necessary qualification for enrolment in local ECD centres.

Addressing gaps in infrastructure and adopting 
innovative solutions

Innovative solutions play a pivotal role in addressing 
infrastructure gaps and overcoming barriers, including 
harnessing the use of information and communication 
technology, to improve access to birth registration services. 
In Bangladesh, health workers from 500 facilities used 
handheld tablets with an open-source digital registry 
platform to enable real-time registration and monitoring. In 
the United Republic of Tanzania, decentralizing registration 
services through a community-based ‘one stop, one 
visit’ registration and certification process removed the 
need for a formal notification process. These types of 
efforts contributed to a 10-fold increase in registration of 
children under five – from 175,000 to 2 million between 
2013 and 2017. In Lesotho, decentralization of services 
to community councils resulted in approximately 52,000 
children in remote areas being issued with birth certificates, 
bringing the cumulative annual total to 402,026. In Zambia, 
following a review of the Birth and Deaths Act in 2016, 
the government successfully launched decentralized birth 

registration in three provincial centres, enabling parents to 
register their children locally rather than having to travel to 
central registration services in Lusaka. The introduction of 
the Mobile Vital Records System in 10 local government 
districts in Uganda resulted in significant increases in 
registered children (0–17 years) to almost 900,000.

Expanding community-based services to facilitate 
civil registration for hard-to-reach and vulnerable 
populations

By definition, civil registration is intended to have universal 
coverage, yet in practice many vulnerable, hard-to-reach 
and marginalized groups are excluded or overlooked. 
Logistical and travel constraints to reach facilities are also 
often a challenge. At least 33 countries reported action 
to improve and extend birth registration services for 
vulnerable groups such as refugees, ethnic minorities, 
adolescents and children with disabilities. In Peru, UNICEF 
supported a project to scale up the registration of children 
in indigenous communities in two regions as part of the 
government’s strategy to improve registration capacity in 
indigenous communities across six regions. Children who 
have migrated across borders or been forcibly displaced are 
particularly vulnerable if they are unregistered. In Ethiopia, 
expansion of the eligibility of national identity cards as part 
of an amendment to the civil registration law means that 
a potential 70,000 refugee children born in the country 
can acquire the right to equal access for civil registration 

CASE STUDY 3: MYANMAR: ADOPTION OF A GUIDANCE MANUAL ON VITAL 
REGISTRATION: A MAJOR STEP TOWARDS THE FULFILMENT OF THE RIGHTS 
OF EVERY CHILD35 

The 2017 issuance of the new Manual for Birth and 
Death Registration by the Ministry of Planning and 
Finance was a major milestone towards universal 
birth registration in Myanmar. Nationwide, more than 
20 per cent of children under 5 years of age remain 
unregistered, in spite of recent successful campaigns.

The development of the new manual is the result of 
a sustained and systematic effort since 2014 under 
the stewardship of the government’s Coordination 
Committee on Birth and Death Registration and the 
Inter-Agency Working Group on Vital Registration that 
brought several ministries together. Based on other 
experiences in Asia, UNICEF provided technical and 
financial assistance for developing the manual, and 
with the European Union, supported implementation of 
campaigns in six states and regions in 2014 and 2015. 
In addition to strengthening regular birth registration 
processes, the manual will also guide government-led 
Universal Birth Registration campaigns in eight regions 
not covered by previous campaigns.
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Students have fun between classes at the internally displaced 
persons school at the Phan Khar Kone internally displaced 
persons camp in Bhamo city, Kachin State, Myanmar,  
March 2017.
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services in the future. In Angola, birth registration services 
in refugee settlements resulted in the registration of 
approximately 1,175 refugee children and almost 3,000 
children accessing services. A recent breakthrough in 
Myanmar was the roll-out of a Birth and Death Registration 
Manual, highlighting that all children under 10 years of age 
born in the country, regardless of their parents’ nationality 
and citizenship, can be registered and obtain a birth 
certificate (see Case Study 1).

UNICEF is also increasingly supporting government 
programmes to expand registration services beyond 
those focused on registering the births of children under 
5 years old. The success of this approach is exemplified 
most recently in Malawi, where earlier civil registration 
targeted the registration of births of children under 5 years 
old, resulting in annual registration rates of around 50,000 
children. However, through improved investments to roll out 
a universal national identity strategy, UNICEF, in partnership 
with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
successfully advocated for children to be included in the 
national roll-out, resulting in 4.5 million children under the 
age of 16 receiving a legal identity in 2017.

Promote social norms to encourage civil registration

There are a number of barriers to accessing birth 
registration services, such as a lack of understanding 
regarding the importance of registration and cultural 
barriers (such as naming traditions). To overcome these 
challenges, countries are implementing a mix of strategies 
to stimulate service demand, such as in Ethiopia, 
where more than 100 journalists were trained in 2017 to 
encourage improved media coverage on the importance of 
having a birth certificate, or in Lesotho, where a targeted 
birth registration campaign during this year’s school winter 
recess reached around 6,000 new registrations (51 per 
cent girls) who would have otherwise been missed. 
Collaboration with civil society organizations, community 
radio stations and traditional leaders in Guinea-Bissau 
has been scaled up to stimulate demand for registration 
services in four of eight regional hospitals, resulting in 
more than 20,000 children being registered during the 
campaign. In the Niger, social mobilization efforts reached 
over 440,000 people across 3,646 villages, including 
through partnerships with local radio stations broadcasting 
messages on the importance of vital events registration. 
In Equatorial Guinea, the social service, education and 
health sectors joined forces to expand the use of a national 
‘Extended programme on Immunization (EPI) mascot’ 
to promote services such as birth registration and ECD, 
including through the use of catchy jingles and media 
broadcasts.

Advancing coordinated action

UNICEF is a key partner in global and regional partnerships 
at all levels, including the Global Civil Registration and 
Vital Statistics Group, an alliance that is strengthening 
national CRVS and related systems through coordination 
and collaboration on joint global and regional initiatives. 

To support progress towards inclusive and responsible 
identification systems, UNICEF is a main partner in the 
World Bank’s Identification for Development (ID4D) 
programme, developing ‘Principles on Identification 
for Sustainable Development: Toward the digital age’, 
which are expected to guide the development of digital 
identity systems in national contexts. To combat hidden 
problems of childhood statelessness and promote the 
right of every child to acquire a nationality, the UNICEF–
UNHCR Coalition on Every Child’s Right to a Nationality 
– an international coalition of United Nations and NGO 
partners – is accelerating action, including ensuring 
gender-equal nationality laws.36 The Coalition focuses on 
15 pilot countries,37 increasing access to birth registration 
and advocating for the inclusion of safeguards against 
statelessness and elimination of gender inequality in 
nationality law. By September 2017, all countries had 
finalized joint action plans between UNHCR and UNICEF 
country offices aimed at reducing childhood statelessness.

Key regional initiatives and partnerships in Africa, Asia and 
the Pacific are critical to accelerating improvements to 
CRVS. In 2017, the Regional Steering Group for CRVS in 
Asia and the Pacific renewed commitments to accelerate 
progress towards achieving the goals of the Asia Pacific 
CRVS Decade (2015–2024), with a focus on ensuring 
stronger data collection and improved governance. 
UNICEF also supported countries to prepare for the Fourth 
Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Civil 
Registration, where the CRVS strategic plan (2017–2021) 
was endorsed and an Africa CRVS Systems Improvement 
Fund approved.

UNICEF and government partners are increasingly 
working with the private sector to strengthen CRVS 
systems, particularly around identifying information and 
communication technology solutions to expand service 
coverage. Notable examples in 2017 include Guatemala, 
Guyana, Myanmar, Pakistan and Suriname. In the United 
Republic of Tanzania, a partnership with TIGO supported 
an automated registration system that enabled the 
government to register the births and provide birth 
certificates to around 1.1 million children in four regions 
as part of a national approach to system scale-up. This will 
be made available in 10 regions over the next four years, 
enabling a potential to reach 4 million children.

Challenges

Over the past four years, great strides have been made 
to extend the reach of services for children, yet millions 
of children continue to be born or die unregistered and 
uncounted. Insufficient, siloed and short-term funding for 
birth registration programmes have traditionally focused 
on quick wins, limiting long-term systemic improvements 
to civil registration systems. To take multisectoral 
coordination to the next level of efficiency, the concept of 
interoperability implies the sharing of information and data 
across and between systems and related sectors. However, 
conflicting policies and separate data systems across 
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government departments can lead to fragmented and 
inefficient processes. This requires long-term planning over 
multi-year horizons and a sound collaborative multisector 
approach to lower transaction costs, avoid duplication and 
systematically address issues of confidentiality, privacy 
and data security – all embedded within a sound legal and 
governance framework. Lack of civil registration data on 
children limits understanding of how migration and forcible 
displacement affect children and limits the development of 
appropriate policies and programmes. UNICEF is working 
across regions to strengthen data and improve government 
responses to stateless children. To meet the goals of the 
2030 Agenda, registration and consequent certification to 

give a legal identity to all children, and capturing them in 
routine administrative systems, must be equally prioritized 
with the more traditional goal of measuring global progress 
on registration rates of children under 5 years of age.

PROGRAMME AREA 6: CHILD 
PROTECTION AND EMERGENCIES 
Throughout 2014–2017, UNICEF’s child protection response 
to emergencies operated in challenging environments. 
Unprecedented child protection needs arose from the 

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

During 2014–2017, UNICEF provided prevention and 
response services, improving the protection of millions 
of children living in emergencies, including the 
following in 2017: 

• Providing psychosocial support to around 3.5 million 
children (89 per cent of target population);

• Mitigating the risk of gender-based violence 
for nearly 3.6 million girls, women and boys in 
humanitarian situations;

• Placing more than 36,000 unaccompanied and 
separated children in alternative care, and reuniting 
more than 19,000 with their families or caregivers;

• Enabling 5.9 million children to benefit from 
weapons-related risk education;

• Supporting reintegration of more than 12,000 
children released from armed forces and groups, and 
provision of appropriate care and services to more 
than 13,000 children;

• Facilitating the development and implementation of 
action plans to end grave violations against children 
of 14 parties to conflict listed in the annex to the 
report of the Secretary-General on children and 
armed conflict;

• Scaling up UNICEF’s roles and responsibilities in 16 
UNICEF country offices across four regions to protect 
children and women from sexual exploitation and 
abuse, including in reporting allegations, victim 
assistance, support for investigations and improved 
accountability.

PROGRAMME AREA 6: 
Progress on strategic plan output indicators

Strategic Plan Indicator Baseline 2014 
Result

2015 
Result

2016 
Result

2017 
Result

2017 
Target

UNICEF-targeted children in humanitarian situations benefiting from psychosocial support 81%
(2014) 81% 97% 71%  89%   100%

Countries in humanitarian action in which the country sub-cluster coordination mechanism 
for child protection meets Core Commitments for Children standards for coordination

74%
(2014) 74% 76%  93% 85%   100%

UNICEF-targeted children and women in humanitarian situations who experience or are at 
risk of experiencing sexual violence and receive at least on kind of mulit-sectoral support 
sevice ( e.g., health, psychosocial, livelihood/economic strengthening or justice service or 
activity) Note: 2015–2017 results in percentage not available

79%
(2014) 79% n/a n/a  n/a   100%

UNICEF-targeted children released from armed forces and groups who were reintegrated 82%
(2014) 82% 69% 53%   119%  100%

UNICEF-targeted children who benefit from weapons-related risk education n/a  n/a n/a  86% 114%   100%

Country situations with UNICEF-supported mechanisms to monitor and report on grave 
violations against children

100%
(2013) 100% 100% 100%  100%  100%
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Reduced rates of gender-based 
violence

Reduced rates of children 
in detention 

 
Reduced rates of child labour

Reduced rates of children 
in residential care

Increased rates of parties to 
conflict listed in the annex of the 

Secretary-General's report on 
children and armed conflict that 
enter into action plans to end 

grave violations against children

Violence, 
exploitation 
and abuse, 
including 

gender-based 
violence 

58

Monitoring and 
Reporting in 

Armed Conflict 4

3.4

Family tracing, 
reunification 

and care

2

Landmines and 
explosive 
remnants 

of war

Sub-cluster 
coordination 6.1

Child 
recruitment in 
armed forces 
and combat 

groups

13

Emergency 
preparedness 29.7

Child-friendly 
spaces and 

psychosocial 
support

48

1 million US$

SPENDING OUTPUTS OUTCOMES

Psychosocial support 

Sub-cluster coordination 
mechanism

Gender-based violence in 
humanitarian situation support

Family reunification or 
appropriate alternative care 

services

Children benefiting from  
weapons-related risk 

education

Release from armed forces and 
groups and reintegration with 
families or appropriate care 

and services

Mechanisms to monitor and 
report on grave violations 

against children

FIGURE 19: Results chain for Programme Area 6 - total 2017 programme expenditure US$164.2 million
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2014 Ebola crisis, natural disasters such as the 2015 
Nepal earthquake, and deteriorating food security 
and humanitarian access in 2016 underscored how 
humanitarian crises create negative coping mechanisms 
impacting child protection, including family separation, 
early marriage and sexual exploitation. The relentless 
trend of complex and protracted crises pose grave risks to 
children’s well-being and development. Attacks on children 
and exposure to violence have continued unabated in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Nigeria, South Sudan, 
the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen.

The 2016 Agenda for Humanity38 informed the World 
Humanitarian Summit, and the United Nations Secretary-
General placed a renewed focus on conflict prevention and 
sustaining peace,39 providing an overarching framework 
for child protection in emergencies reinforcing the critical 
need to invest in prevention. UNICEF’s programmatic 
developments align with the Agenda for Humanity, with 
an increasing prioritization on protection from sexual 
exploitation and abuse, risk mitigation against GBV, 
and community-based mental health and psychosocial 
support. UNICEF’s integrated cross-sectoral prevention 
approach reduces risks in the delivery of humanitarian 
assistance, building resilience to shocks and stresses, and 
strengthening systems to meet the needs of children and 
their families. Monitoring and reporting on grave violations 
promote prevention. The roll-out of the Monitoring and 
Reporting Mechanism Information Management System 
to six countries (the Central African Republic, Mali, 
Myanmar, Nigeria, the Philippines and Somalia) is fostering 
accountability of perpetrators and prevention of further 
grave violations. Prevention and protection is also promoted 
by training government forces in dealing with children 
encountered during military operations. 

In 2017, UNICEF supported the protection of children 
affected by humanitarian situations in 81 countries, 
including seven Level 3 emergencies (Bangladesh, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Iraq, Nigeria, South 
Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen) and three 
Level 2 emergencies (the Central African Republic, the 
Horn of Africa and the Lake Chad Basin).

Monitoring and reporting grave violations

Since the 2005 adoption of Resolution 1612, the United 
Nations Security Council has taken unprecedented steps 
to end the recruitment and use of children by state and 
non-state parties in conflict. Five grave violations are now 
‘triggers’ for listing parties in the United Nations Secretary-
General’s annual report on children and armed conflict. In 
2017, UNICEF supported the drafting of five United Nations 
Secretary-General reports on children and armed conflict 
(Colombia, Nigeria, the Philippines, Somalia and the Sudan).

UNICEF co-chairs the Country Task Force on Monitoring and 
Reporting, which monitored 14 country situations in 2017. 
The Monitoring and Reporting Information Management 
System was rolled out to six countries. Successful 
advocacy in Nigeria led the Civilian Joint Task Force to 
sign an action plan committing to immediate handover of 
all children within its ranks. In the Philippines, the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) finalized its action plan with 
the United Nations and was delisted as an armed group 
recruiting and using children. In the Syrian Arab Republic, a 
task force was convened to discuss strategies to increase 
engagement with parties to the conflict, where more than 
959 violations have been documented. In Colombia, the 
implementation of a peace agreement with the Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia–Ejército del Pueblo 
(FARC–EP) was a significant breakthrough. In Mali, efforts 
to engage with armed groups led Coordination des 
Mouvements de l’Azawad to sign an action plan to end 
recruitment of children. In Myanmar, to increase capacity 
of the Country Task Force on Monitoring and Reporting, 
UNICEF built capacity and expanded the monitoring 
and reporting mechanism (MRM) network by training 
309 participants from community-based organizations, 
international NGOs and United Nations agencies.

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

Fourteen out of 65 parties to conflict listed in the 
annex to the report of the Secretary-General on 
children and armed conflict in 2017 have signed an 
action plan (or action plans) to prevent and end grave 
violations against children. Therefore, 22 per cent 
of parties to conflict listed entered into action plans 
with the United Nations. Yemen’s action plan was not 
operational at this time. A separated refugee adolescent boy from South Sudan awaits 

registration at Imvepi reception centre, Uganda. 
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Child release and reintegration

UNICEF has continued to drive the agenda for children 
associated with armed forces and armed groups. By 
the end of 2017, 167 countries had ratified the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 
the involvement of children in armed conflict. UNICEF 
and partners played critical roles in advocating for the 
immediate release of all children recruited and used by 
armed forces and armed groups in conflicts around the 
world.

In 2017, UNICEF supported the release and reintegration 
of approximately 12,000 children from armed forces and 
groups in 16 countries and around 13,000 children who 
were released and received appropriate care and services.40 
In Nigeria, UNICEF assisted more than 6,000 children and 
women associated with armed groups and/or survivors of 
gender-based violence with reintegration support, including 
792 children released from administrative custody by 
security forces. In the Central African Republic, more than 
3,000 children (including 865 girls) associated with armed 
groups benefited from interim care, psychosocial support 
and family reunification. In the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, UNICEF’s advocacy in collaboration with the United 
Nations Stabilization Mission and other partners led to the 
release of 3,204 children from armed groups and provided 
temporary assistance. In Afghanistan, to address child 
recruitment into the armed forces, 12 Child Protection  
Units were established within the Afghan National Police.  
A total of 34 functioning units across the country prevented 
the recruitment of at least 1,411 children in 2017. In the 
Philippines, the MILF issued a directive requiring regular 
self-monitoring and age-assessment guidelines to establish 
safeguards for the prevention of (re)association of children. 
In the Central African Republic, 3,026 children were 
released by various armed groups.

Children often face detention on national security grounds 
following separation from armed groups accused of using 
terror tactics. UNICEF advocates for international standards 
to be upheld in all cases of deprivation of liberty. In 2017, 
in three of the Lake Chad Basin countries – Cameroon, 
the Niger and Nigeria – 894 children (632 boys, 262 girls) 
accused of, or recognized as having committed, security-
related offences for their alleged association with non-state 
armed groups were detained. In north-east Nigeria, the 
armed forces released 841 children (461 boys, 380 girls) to 
Borno State Government, leaving 713 children (344 boys, 
369 girls) in military detention camps. The Government of 
Somalia detained 40 children for alleged association with  
Al-Shabaab and sentenced them to 10–20 years 
imprisonment or death. Through sustained advocacy, 
sentences were commuted to 20-year suspended 
sentences, and the children were handed over to child 
protection actors.

Unaccompanied and separated children

Complex emergencies and natural disasters can create 
family separation, depriving children of protection and 
care, and provoking distress and vulnerability. Tracking 
and reunifying children is a critical child protection service 
provided by UNICEF, governments and partners during 
emergencies.

Child Protection Units in the Syrian Arab Republic identified 
1,101 separated children (49 per cent girls) and 111 
unaccompanied children (47 per cent girls). Of these, 87 
were reunited with their families, 787 children are living 
in informal foster care settings, and interim residential 
care was arranged for 26. In South Sudan, UNICEF has 
assisted nearly 14,500 unaccompanied and separated 
children since the conflict began in 2013, including 
nearly 2,800 registered for tracing and reunification 
services in 2017. In Haiti, UNICEF supported nearly 4,700 
unaccompanied and separated children with interim 
care and family reunification, exceeding the target. In 
Uganda, where forced displacement and migration has put 
children at risk of separation from their families, 16,500 

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

In 2017, UNICEF and partners identified and 
registered 141,000 unaccompanied and separated 
children in humanitarian situations in 40 countries. 
The highest numbers were reported in Kenya, Libya, 
South Sudan and Uganda. 

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

Since 2014, nearly 52,000 children have been 
released from armed forces and groups through 
advocacy and support.

Nearly 39,000 released children have been 
reintegrated with their families and communities.

In total, more than 120,000 released children received 
appropriate care and services over this time.
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out of 18,000 children registered as unaccompanied 
or separated, received foster or kinship care. In Nepal, 
UNICEF collaborated with partners to prevent trafficking, 
intercepting more than 2,400 women, adolescents and 

children at the border in 2017, and providing counselling, 
shelter and income-generation services to 187 trafficking 
survivors.

CASE STUDY 4: BANGLADESH: THE ROHINGYA REFUGEE CRISIS

The situation

Renewed violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State, which began on 25 August 2017, drove 655,000 Rohingya people into 
Bangladesh by the end of 2017. With this influx, the number of Rohingya refugees and locally affected communities 
in Bangladesh in need of humanitarian assistance reached 1.2 million. An estimated 58 per cent of the new arrivals 
were children. The Rohingya in Cox’s Bazar are highly vulnerable, many having experienced severe trauma, and 
are living in extremely difficult conditions in overcrowded camps. Existing basic services for refugees and host 
communities have been overwhelmed due to the sudden and massive increase in population. An estimated 400,000 
Rohingya children are in need of psychosocial support and other protection and education services, with continued 
arrivals exacerbating issues. Risks to children include psychosocial distress, neglect, abuse, abduction, separation, 
early marriage, child labour and trafficking. Overcrowding and unaddressed psychosocial distress can lead to negative 
coping mechanisms, increased vulnerability to physical abuse, GBV and isolation. Some of the most vulnerable are 
single mothers (16 per cent of the population) and child-headed households (3.7 per cent).

The response

UNICEF plays a critical role in providing technical guidance and leadership to the Child Protection sub-cluster. UNICEF 
established a Psychosocial Support Working Group and Case Management Taskforce to handle specific technical 
issues within these areas. Key child protection programmes include:

• Delivering psychosocial support, recreational opportunities, life-saving messages and referrals to protection 
services, including case management, for 133,215 Rohingya refugee children (74 per cent of the target) through 
40 static and 100 mobile child-friendly spaces;

• Providing age-appropriate psychosocial support, life-skills, basic literacy and numeracy, and key information on 
GBV prevention and available services to 28,291 adolescents (81 per cent of the target) through 715 Adolescent 
Clubs;

• Enhancing the quality of services by training more than 1,000 staff from partner organizations on Child Protection 
in Emergencies, case management and psychological first aid;

• Supporting 1,932 unaccompanied and separated children, including referrals to appropriate family reunification 
and foster care services (exceeding the target), with plans in 2018 to increase the capacity of 150 Department of 
Social Services social workers to support 3,500 unaccompanied and separated children;

• Providing critical GBV services to respond to survivor needs, ensuring that quality health, psychosocial and safety 
services are available and accessible for GBV survivors, including victims of sexual exploitation and abuse. Solar 
lamps were also distributed to 700 women, allowing safer movement after dark, especially to access WASH 
facilities;

• Providing a range of confidential services including case management, psychosocial support, life skills and life-
saving information through two safe spaces known as Women Friendly Spaces;

• Responding to concerns regarding trafficking of girls and women for commercial sexual exploitation within and 
outside the camps, UNICEF is working with law enforcement entities including the Police Desk for Children in 
Cox’s Bazar, and collaborating with other organizations to strengthen rule of law mechanisms;

• Training partners on protection from sexual exploitation and abuse at the outset of the emergency response, and 
co-chairing the Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Network in Cox’s Bazar

Adapted from: United Nations Children’s Fund Bangladesh, ‘Bangladesh Consolidated Emergency Report 2017’, UNICEF, Dhaka, March 2018.
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Providing psychosocial support to children and their 
caregivers

Over the strategic period, UNICEF instigated a significant 
shift toward community-based approaches to deliver 
psychosocial support services. This precipitated greater 
community ownership and encouragement of services 
and better integrated long-term systems development, 
beyond the immediacy of a crisis. UNICEF rates of targeted 
children receiving assistance rose almost 8 per cent from 
2014 to 2017, thanks in part to the change in approach.

After nearly seven years of conflict in the Syrian Arab 
Republic, 1.9 million children have benefited from 
community-based child protection interventions, including 
psychosocial support to 256,000 children (51 per cent 
girls) across 12 governorates in 2017. In Turkey, a network 
of community-based partners in 19 camps and 11 host 
communities across 17 provinces identified 117,699 
refugee children who were referred to social services. 
In Iraq, UNICEF supported the delivery of psychosocial 
support through mobile teams, safe spaces for girls and 
women, static and mobile child-friendly spaces (CFS), 
and community-based child protection centres, reaching 
more than 391,000 children, more than double the initial 
target. In South Sudan, 266,711 vulnerable children 
(121,079 girls, 145,632 boys) accessed community- and 
school-based psychosocial support services (82 per cent 
of target). In Ukraine, direct service provision and mobile 
outreach provided psychosocial support to 105,051 children, 
including psychosocial first aid, group and individual 
therapy. In camps for internally displaced persons in 
Myanmar, UNICEF and partners provided positive parenting 
programmes benefiting 284 girls, 266 boys, 428 women 
and 122 men. The devastating impact of hurricanes in the 
eastern Caribbean exposed children to risks; UNICEF and 
partners reached more than 92 per cent of the 16,000 
targeted children with psychosocial support through formal 
education settings and safe community spaces.

Preventing and addressing gender-based violence 
against children and women

Risk mitigation, prevention and response to various forms 
of GBV in emergencies are recognized as life-saving 
measures and an essential component of UNICEF’s 
humanitarian action, grounded in the 2014–2017 and 
2018–2021 strategic plans and the Gender Action Plan, in 
which GBV in emergencies is one of UNICEF’s institutional 
gender equality priorities.

UNICEF has significantly scaled up action to address GBV 
in emergencies over the past four years, focusing on safer 
programming across sectors to mitigate related risks. 
Coverage expanded from around 400,000 girls, boys and 
women in 2014 to about 3.6 million in 2017 in 59 countries 
benefiting from GBV risk mitigation or direct support 
services such as health and psychosocial support. Despite 
this exponential increase, a 22 per cent reduction was 
reported between 2016 and 2017 due to a fall in funding for 
specialized programming in the Central African Republic, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Lebanon, 
resulting in coverage gaps and the closure of services.

Providing life-saving care to survivors is a priority for 
UNICEF. In 2017, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
4,910 survivors accessed health and psychosocial support 
services (70 per cent of the target). In Iraq, as part of GBV 
programming, UNICEF and partners facilitated delivery of 
GBV case management, legal support and psychosocial 
support to women and child survivors through safe spaces, 
reaching 11,582 women and children, with an additional 
3,501 women and girls receiving psychological first aid. 
UNICEF focused on providing safe spaces to girls and 
women in emergencies to provide information, services 
and engagement opportunities. In Nigeria, 136,494 girls 
and women utilized safe spaces, in addition to 60,947 in 
Lebanon and 2,384 in Turkey. UNICEF led GBV protection 
globally in terms of risk mitigation, including in South 
Sudan, which reached 197,947 people (89,656 women, 
46,311 girls, 29,341 boys and 32,639 men). In the Central 
African Republic, UNICEF’s partners registered 666 cases 
of sexual violence, a significant decrease from 1,700 in 
2016, due to fewer partners covering less territory despite 
ongoing fighting and reports of widespread sexual and 
gender-based violence throughout the year.

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

In 2017, around 3.5 million UNICEF-targeted children 
across 65 humanitarian situations benefited from 
psychosocial support.

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

In 2017, about 3.6 million girls, boys and women in  
59 countries benefited from gender-based violence 
risk mitigation or direct support services such as 
health and psychosocial support.
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Providing comprehensive services to survivors requires 
multisectoral interventions, and UNICEF invested in training 
service providers across thematic areas. In Bulgaria, GBV 
training was provided for the State Agency for Refugees 
and NGOs working in all six reception and registration 
centres. UNICEF invested significantly in community 
awareness and mobilization. In Somalia, 27 radio stations 
broadcast interactive shows covering GBV and other topics, 
reaching an estimated 70 per cent of the population. 
Notably, Nigeria established a new focus on girls linked to 
non-state armed groups. Through sustained advocacy and 
support, 456 girls abducted and sexually assaulted by Boko 
Haram were reintegrated in 2017. In Burkina Faso, life skills 
programmes were offered to 61,618 adolescents (31,089 
girls) exposed to child marriage or associated with armed 
groups.

UNICEF built risk mitigation capacity of humanitarian 
sectors, training 1,485 individuals across eight sectoral 
areas, as well as 664 UNICEF staff in seven countries. 
UNICEF continued to bridge the gap in humanitarian 
settings between GBV and violence against children, 
building evidence for intervention models through the 

Transforming Households: Reducing Incidence of Violence 
in Emergencies (THRIVE) initiative, which is building an 
evidence base on household violence in emergencies, 
and more specifically the convergence of violence against 
children and violence against women and girls in the 
household. Programming to foster positive changes in 
social norms, such as through the Community Cares: 
Transforming Lives and Preventing Violence programme, 
is among a new generation of prevention programmes 
seeking to address the disadvantaged economic and 
social status of girls and women, structural and societal 
conditions sustaining gender inequality, and social norms 
enabling sexual violence and other forms of GBV to exist.

Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse

Since reports of sexual exploitation and abuse committed 
by United Nations peacekeepers in the Central African 
Republic emerged in 2015, the United Nations has taken 
significant steps to improve prevention and response. 
Globally, the United Nations has scaled up leadership 
and action, establishing a solid framework to prevent and 
respond to sexual exploitation and abuse. As part of the 

Elodie, 13 years old, who was formerly associated with the Anti-balaka armed group, holds a mock weapon on the sidelines of a ceremony 
to mark the creation of a vocational training and rehabilitation centre for children formerly associated with armed groups outside city hall in 
Baoro, the Central Africa Republic.  
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2017 Secretary-General’s ‘new approach’ to protection 
from sexual exploitation and abuse, Member States were 
asked to sign bilateral ‘Voluntary Compacts’, embodying 
concrete commitments associated with sexual exploitation 
and abuse prevention, accountability and victim assistance. 
To date, 72 Member States have signed or are processing 
signatures and 19 have indicated an intention to sign. The 
first United Nations Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Victims’ 
Rights Advocate was appointed to lead an integrated, 
strategic response in coordination with United Nations 
actors. A Circle of Leadership was announced specifically 
for Heads of State and Government, principally those 
involved in peacekeeping, to make personal commitments 
to end impunity and strengthen measures to address 
sexual exploitation and abuse.

UNICEF has been actively engaged in the UN’s work on 
protection against sexual exploitation and abuse, working 
closely with the UN Special Coordinator, the recently 
appointed Victims’ Rights Advocate and UN counterparts, 
including through the United Nations Sexual Exploitation 
and Abuse Working Group and the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee Protection Against Sexual Exploitation and 
Abuse Task Team. UNICEF has co-led in the development 
of two global protocols to strengthen the UN’s approach 
to providing support to victims and survivors of sexual 
exploitation and abuse, including children, and on a UN 
system-wide approach to sexual exploitation and abuse 
allegations involving implementing partners. This latter 
protocol, which was endorsed by the UN High Level 
Steering Group in February 2018, set new requirements 
for the UN’s work with partners to prevent and respond 
to sexual exploitation and abuse, and is being rolled out 
across the UN system.  

In 2017, sixteen UNICEF country offices across four regions 
scaled up engagement in victim assistance, reporting 
allegations, support for investigations and accountability, 
and prevention, including through community engagement. 
Eight countries developed UNICEF office-wide Protection 
from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Action Plans to 
bolster prevention and response, and a lessons learned 
exercise brought together UNICEF Protection from Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse focal points from ten countries 
to identify good practice and recommendations for 
UNICEF’s Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
strategy. Since 2015, UNICEF has scaled up its response 
to victims of sexual exploitation and abuse, which includes 
psychosocial support, referrals to trained health-care 
providers for medical services, referrals for legal assistance, 
school re-integration support and/or access to life skills 
training, and provision of basic care (including dignity or 
hygiene kits, clothing, etc.). UNICEF cooperated with the 
International Organization for Migration to train networks 
on community-based compliance mechanisms which 
reached over 300 focal points in seven countries. Building 
on this, UNICEF is exploring how to harness technology 
and innovation to support community-based complaint 
mechanisms by adapting the cell phone-based U-report 
to enable communities and victims to report sexual 

exploitation and abuse faster, safer, and confidentially. 
UNICEF also continued work to strengthen reporting 
of allegations. In Mali, for example, community-based 
complaint mechanisms were established in two regions 
with focal points, action plans and a national network, 
with 281 individuals from the United Nations, government, 
international and national NGOs trained in coordination, 
prevention and responding to sexual exploitation and 
abuse. 

Preventing and addressing the use and impact of 
landmines and other explosive weapons by state and 
non-state actors

In 2017, UNICEF prioritized action to strengthen weapons-
related risk education, including mine risk education 
(MRE), victim assistance, and advocacy for ratification 
and/or compliance with international humanitarian law 
in 25 countries. MRE campaigns are being scaled up in 
four countries in the Lake Chad Basin region and reached 
almost 250,000 children.

Cambodia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, the Syrian Arab Republic 
and Yemen prioritized action to advocate ratification of the 
Anti-Personnel Mines Ban Convention. In 2017, Sri Lanka 
became the 164th signatory to the Convention. UNICEF, 
as the lead United Nations agency for mine action in the 
country, actively contributed through continuous dialogue 
with the government. Benin and Madagascar ratified the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions.

Towards the end of 2017, the release of findings by 
UNICEF and the International Campaign to Ban Landmines 
regarding the global scale, scope and impact of mines 
and explosive remnants of war (ERW) on children, marked 
a major milestone, and is now being used to prioritize 
technical support, advocacy and policy dialogue on 
indiscriminate weapons (see Figure 20).

UNICEF supported child survivors and victims of landmines 
and ERW across nine countries. In Myanmar, child 
protection services were provided to 176 new victims of 
landmines/ERW. UNICEF, in partnership with the Myanmar 
Red Cross Society and Humanity and Inclusion (formerly 
Handicap International), supported 65 child survivors 
(47 boys and 18 girls) and 85 child victims of landmines/

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

The number of UNICEF-targeted children reached 
by weapons-related risk education increased from 
2.2 million in 17 countries in 2014, to 5.9 million 
(approximately 48 per cent girls) in 23 countries in 
2017, with the Syrian Arab Republic, Ukraine and 
Yemen accounting for 83 per cent.
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ERW. Efforts continued to focus on building the capacity 
of service providers to expand interventions mitigating 
the increasing risk of exposure for children and families. 
In the Syrian Arab Republic, UNICEF expanded the MRE 
programme to promote safe behaviour and prevent civilian 
casualties, reaching 1.9 million children and 128,000 
caregivers (78 per cent of the target). In Yemen, more than 
1 million people received MRE (85 per cent of the target) 
and learned how to report the existence of mines and 
ERW. UNICEF Sri Lanka delivered targeted MRE to more 
than 86,200 people, addressing risks of child injuries in 
high-risk resettlement communities, contributing to a 75 
per cent reduction in casualties and a 22 per cent increase 
in reporting explosive devices by community members 
compared with 2016.

To strengthen overall sector capacity, share best practices 
and improve knowledge, UNICEF provided training to 
41 mine action professionals from 23 countries and 10 
organizations, strengthening prevention programming and 

improving results-based management skills. UNICEF also 
expanded the global platform for knowledge management 
and sharing, supporting 54 additional practitioners from 12 
organizations to create an up-to-date library of material and 
tools, including new comprehensive training packages.

Amplifying coordination and global standard setting

In 2017, UNICEF led Child Protection Areas of Responsibility 
(AoRs) in 64 countries and co-led GBV AoRs in 11. Eighty-
five per cent of reporting countries had a child protection 
coordination mechanism meeting the Core Commitments 
for Children standards for coordination. The UNICEF-led 
Global Child Protection AoR provided 510 days of direct 
support to eight countries, and remote support to over 750 
requests from 49 countries, with 99 per cent satisfactory 
outcomes. The Child Protection AoR spearheaded actions 
to improve the localization of child protection response. 
The Strategic Advisory Group is now comprised mainly 
of national NGOs (8 out of 14 advisory group members), 

International Campaign to Ban Landmines, ‘The Impact of Mines/Explosive Remnants of War on Children’, Fact sheet, December 2017, <http://www.the-monitor.org/
media/2616967/The-Impact-of-Mines-ERW-on-Children.jpg>, accessed 10 May 2018.  

FIGURE 20: Impact of mines and explosive remnants of war on children
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Child casualties 2007-2016States and areas with the highest percent of child casualties 
1999-2016 (among those with more than 100 child casualties in 1999-2016)

@MineMonitor   •   the-monitor.org   •   January 2018

Children are extremely vulnerable to the harm caused by landmines, 
improvised mines, cluster munition remnants, and other explosive 
remnants of war (ERW)—or “mines/ERW.”

At least 1,544 children were killed or injured by mines/ERW in 2016. 
More than 40% of civilians killed or injured by mines/ERW were children.
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a capacity-building programme was delivered to eight 
governments to strengthen local systems, and the GBV in 
emergencies help desk now operates at regional levels in 
Arabic, French and Spanish.

Through strong partnerships, UNICEF remains a critical 
leader in shaping the normative agenda for child protection 
and gender-based violence in emergencies, setting 
global standards and delivering global goods grounded 
in operational presence. During 2014–2017, UNICEF 
developed, with partners, essential technical guidance in all 
areas of its Core Commitments for Children.

• UNICEF co-leads the Paris Principles Steering Group 
and the United Nations Disarmament, Demobilization 
and Reintegration (DDR) Standards Working Group. 
In 2017, an international ministerial conference 
to recognize the 10-year anniversary of the Paris 
Commitments and Paris Principles and Guidelines 
on Children Associated with Armed Forces or Armed 

Groups saw three additional countries endorse the 
Paris Commitments – Kazakhstan, Myanmar and 
Tunisia – bringing the total to 108 Member States.

• To strengthen the capacity of security forces 
protecting children used by armed groups, the United 
Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations and 
UNICEF worked with the Paris Principles Steering 
Group to finalize the Protocol on the Handover of 
Children Encountered in the Course of Military 
Operations from Military Authorities to Civilian Child 
Protection Actors – which guides governments on 
the handover of children and was adapted for use 
in the Central African Republic, Mali, the Niger and 
Somalia.

• UNICEF co-leads the Inter-Agency Working Group 
on Unaccompanied and Separated Children and 
was instrumental in producing and disseminating a 
2017 Unaccompanied and Separated Children Toolkit 
containing over 50 resources. 

Hanaa, 8, who was paralysed by an exploding bomb and lost the use of her legs, sits in a wheelchair next to her sister Khadija, 5, near their 
home in Sakhoor neighborhood, east Aleppo city, Syrian Arab Republic, Monday 11 December 2017. For months after her injury, Hanaa did 
not want to leave her home, “I was scared and I couldn’t even play with my sisters” she says. Then volunteers from a UNICEF-supported 
child friendly space in Aleppo brought her to the centre where she can play, sing, and draw. Hanaa also dropped out of school for a year, but 
she has now resumed her education and loves learning to read, write and do mathematics. Hanaa also attends physiotherapy three times 
a week and she is happy that she is getting better little by little. Hanaa has two wishes: “My dream is to become a physiotherapist to help 
children like me. And my big dream is for peace to return to my country”.
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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE 
ALLIANCE FOR CHILD PROTECTION IN 

HUMANITARIAN ACTION

As the co-lead in 
the Alliance for 
Child Protection in 
Humanitarian Action 
with a network of practitioners, academics, donors and 
policymakers, UNICEF influences the normative agenda 
for child protection in emergencies, enabling the organi-
zation to capitalize on the strength of partners to identify 
programme gaps and intervene to fill those gaps.

Key achievements of the Alliance in 2017 include: 

• Undertaking global training of trainers on child 
protection in emergencies;

• Developing tools and methodologies for measuring 
separation of children from caregivers in 
humanitarian settings;

• Developing case management supervision and 
coaching guidance, tools and training material;

• Creating the first inter-agency database of common 
terms and concepts on community-based child 
protection;

• Mapping existing parenting intervention resources 
and undertaking a literature review of evidence on 
improved children’s well-being due to reductions in 
family violence and improved parental psychosocial 
well-being in humanitarian contexts.

• To build capacity of child protection staff and partners 
on mental health and psychosocial support, a sector-
wide guidance note on ‘Community-Based Mental 
Health and Psychosocial Support’ was finalized.

• UNICEF provides strong leadership in GBV response, 
risk mitigation and prevention in humanitarian 
emergencies as co-chair and Steering Committee 
member of the International Organisations Group 
of the Call to Action from Gender-based Violence 
in Emergencies. As a member of the Steering 
Committee for the Real-time Accountability 
Partnership on GBV, UNICEF supported the roll-out 

of an accountability framework in South Sudan, and 
a United Kingdom Government-led initiative, What 
Works to Prevent Violence Against Women and Girls. 
As a member of the GBV information management 
system steering committee, UNICEF guided 
programming and developed global tools. UNICEF 
co-chairs, with the International Rescue Committee, 
the task team developing GBV minimum standards 
led by UNFPA.

• UNICEF is a core member of the United Nations 
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Working Group, and 
an active member of the Inter-Agency Steering 
Committee Task Team on Protection from Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse. UNICEF co-led the 
development of the United Nations Protocol on 
Allegations of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse, with 
UNFPA and other partners.

• UNICEF and the Conduct and Discipline Unit of 
the United Nations Department of Field Support, 
co-led development of the Uniform Protocol on 
the Provision of Assistance to Victims of Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse (‘Victim Assistance Protocol’), 
field-tested in four countries in 2017.

• As a core member of the International Mine Action 
Standards Review Board, UNICEF contributed to 
the development of a technical note on Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs) Risk Education, clarifying 
how to address the issue of IEDs from a risk 
education perspective.

Challenges

Despite the achievements in 2014–2017 in very difficult 
contexts, and the catalysing work of UNICEF’s global 
initiatives, the sector faced significant challenges. The lack 
of respect that many parties to conflict hold for international 
humanitarian and human rights law translates into severe 
violence for many children and their families, including 
grave violations of their rights. Humanitarian access is 
another major challenge, preventing aid workers from 
reaching some of the most vulnerable children. Non-state 
armed groups are diverse in their motivations and conduct, 
but field experience shows that some are ready to establish 
and implement commitments consistent with obligations 
under international humanitarian and human rights laws. 
UNICEF is working with partners to improve compliance 
with international laws and end the recruitment and use 
of children. Integrating risk mitigation across humanitarian 
sectors to prevent GBV and sexual exploitation and abuse is 
increasingly successful, but sufficient funding for services 
in response to survivors’ needs is falling short. Sustainable, 
multi-year funding is essential to meet unprecedented 
needs, but child protection has not yet harnessed such 
investment.
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Irene Carpet, 61 years old, with her four adopted children Bienvenue, Emmanuel, Juliana and Jean-Cyriele in the city of Man, Côte d’Ivoire. 
All four children are healthy and go to school. They consider each other as siblings and Irene as their mother. UNICEF works with champions 
like Irene around the world to make sure children are safe. 
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PROGRAMME AREA 7: 
STRENGTHENING FAMILIES  
AND COMMUNITIES 
Since 2014, UNICEF has accelerated action to empower 
families and communities to care for their children in 
ways which promote their well-being and potential, and 
reduce and mitigate risk from violence, exploitation, 
abuse and neglect from early childhood to adolescence. 
These collective actions are key to advancing the SDGs, 
notably SDG 5 relating to gender equality and ending 

discrimination (SDG 5.1), eliminating all forms of violence 
against women, including trafficking (SDG 5.2); eliminating 
harmful practices, including child marriage and FGM (SDG 
5.3); addressing child labour in all its worst forms (SDG 8.7); 
and addressing multiple vulnerabilities faced by children 
on the move. UNICEF is also improving child protection 
linkages within social protection systems – a critical 
component for achieving SDG 1 (poverty), SDG 4 (equal and 
accessible education) and SDG 10 (reduce inequality within 
and among countries) (see ‘Programme Area 2’ for more 
details on systems strengthening and social protection, and 
‘Programme Area 3’ for violence in the home).
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Ending harmful practices: Child marriage and female 
genital mutilation

UNICEF has scaled up action to combat harmful child 
practices and co-leads the two largest United Nations joint 
programmes with UNFPA – the UNFPA–UNICEF Joint 
Programme on Eliminating Female Genital Mutilation: 
Accelerating Change (launched in 2008), and the UNFPA–
UNICEF Global Programme to Accelerate Action to End 
Child Marriage (launched in 2016). Within the context of 

United Nations reform, these large-scale programmes 
leverage the agencies’ technical expertise while lowering 
transaction costs to support national efforts to reduce child 
marriage rates and end FGM. Where both practices are 
prevalent, UNICEF embraces an integrated approach which 
addresses the shared drivers and links between the two 
practices. In situations where the two harmful practices are 
not directly linked, UNICEF supports interventions that are 
responsive and context-specific.

Reduced rates of sexual 
violence

Reduced rates of violent 
disciplinary practices

Reduced rates of children 
in detention 

 
Reduced rates of female 

genital mutilation

Reduced rates of child labour

Reduced rates of children in 
residential care

Decreased rates of 
child marriage

Female genital 
mutilation 

4.5Child labour 

2.6

Care and 
support for 

children with 
disabilities 

0.6Safe migration 

Parenting 
programmes 7.7

7.5

Child
 marriage 10.2

Child-sensitive 
social 

protection 
24.3

1 million US$

SPENDING OUTPUTS OUTCOMES

Child-rearing practices 
programmes

National strategies or plans on 
child marriage with a budget

Comprehensive national  
approaches on ECD include 

budgets and functioning 
coordination mechanisms

Legislation on child protection 
consistent with or better than 

international standards

FIGURE 21: Results chain for Programme Area 7 - total 2017 programme expenditure US$57.4 million

Note: Actual expenses on child marriage, FGM and children on the move programmes  are significantly higher for each of these programmes than is represented in 
the result chain.  This is related to the cross-cutting nature of these programmes and consequently the expenses for these programmes are captured across multiple 
programme areas expense codes within UNICEF’s expenditure tracking system.
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Child marriage

In nearly all regions of the world, the prevalence of child 
marriage is declining. New UNICEF data estimates that 12 
million girls are married as children each year.41 This equates 
to an accumulated global reduction of 25 million fewer 
marriages than would have been anticipated 10 years ago if 
rates had remained unchanged. South Asia witnessed the 
strongest declines over the past 10 years, notably in India. 
This is the result of positive policy shifts as well as social 
and economic changes which countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa have only witnessed in more recent years.

Renewed commitments towards implementing the 
Common African Position on Ending Child Marriage were 

made by Malawi, Uganda and Zambia, and new regional 
initiatives emerged in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
and the Middle East and North Africa regions. A Regional 
Accountability Framework was developed in MENA to 
advance the agenda on child marriage. Globally, a key 
outcome was the passing of a resolution by the Human 
Rights Council to end child marriage in humanitarian 
settings. The Resolution recognizes child marriage as a 
violation of human rights and calls for strengthened efforts 
to prevent and eliminate this harmful practice and support 
married girls, including in humanitarian contexts.

In 2017, at least 64 UNICEF country programmes, 
including 12 countries that form the UNICEF–UNFPA 
Global Programme to Accelerate Action to End Child 

ENDING HARMFUL PRACTICES, 2014–2017

Throughout 2014–2017, UNICEF interventions beyond joint programme countries contributed to reaching 11.6 million 
people in 66 countries with child marriage messaging through community-based behavioural change programmes. 
During the same period, 24.5 million people in nearly 9,000 communities made public declarations to abandon 
female genital mutilation.

Progress in ending harmful practices

Number of communities that have 
participated in a public declaration 
of support for the abandonment of 
FGM

In 31 countries

2960

1007

2017

2014

Number of countries that have 
a costed national plan/strategy 
that addresses child marriage

Out of 156 countries

8

Number of countries that have 
a national plan/strategy that 
addresses child marriage

Out of 156 countries

Gender Action Plan 2014-2017

1637

17
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Marriage, focused on ending child marriage – a significant 
increase from 44 reporting countries in 2014. In terms of 
strengthening laws and policies to protect and promote 
adolescent girls’ rights, out of 44 countries with data on 
legal age of marriage, 36 set the minimum legal age at 
18 or above for both sexes. Of these, 15 countries do 
not allow any exemptions for marriage under the age of 
18, including two joint programme countries, Ghana and 
Uganda. In Burkina Faso, a draft Code of Child Protection 
and a Code of Persons and Family were finalized and are 
under review by the Parliament, which would contribute  
to raising the official age of legal marriage for girls from 
17 to 18 years. Both pieces of legislation were pushed by 
joint advocacy from UNICEF and UNFPA. In Sierra Leone, 
UNICEF supported a Law Reform Commission exercise 

to validate existing laws, leading to a recommendation 
to harmonize the 2007 Child Rights Act, the Registration 
of Customary Marriage Act and the Divorce Act, which 
conflict with other laws regarding the minimum legal age of 
marriage.

• Of 12 joint programme countries,42 nine (75 per 
cent) had national plans in place, with five costed – 
including three newly costed in 2017 (Ghana, Nepal 
and Zambia). UNICEF and partners increasingly 
advocated for countries to move to the next step 
by including a dedicated budget line in national 
budgets. Allocation of resources to ministries 
and institutions represents a clear commitment 
towards implementation of a costed national action 
plan. UNICEF and partners also scaled up quality 
adolescent, girl-friendly health, protection, livelihood 
and education services, and galvanized social change 
through community-based behavioural change 
programmes with messaging on child marriage.

• More than 2 million adolescent girls at risk of child 
marriage have been reached through life skills and 
school attendance support, including over 1.1 million 
in 2017. In Burkina Faso, almost 35,000 adolescent 
girls at risk of child marriage received prevention 
and protection services, and approximately 12,000 
adolescent girls were supported to remain in school. 
In India, five states integrated life-skills education into 
the secondary school curriculum, and nearly 1 million 
adolescents were reached by at least one life-skills 
intervention.

• Since the launch of the joint programme, nearly 
8,000 schools have improved the quality of education 
for adolescent girls, including almost 3,000 in 2017, 
marking a 36 per cent increase. In Uganda, around 
111,000 adolescent girls actively participated in 
various programmes, including school clubs, Go Back 
to School campaigns, community dialogues, and life 
skills and financial literacy training.

• Across the 12 joint programme countries, over 9 
million people, including key community influencers, 
were engaged in dialogue to support adolescent 
girls and child marriage reduction efforts. In the 
Niger, 50,000 people engaged in community 
dialogues, with 250 communities publicly declaring 
the abandonment of child marriage. Mediation and 
dialogue with parents prevented 229 planned child 
marriages.

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

Of the 52 countries with data available, 31 had an 
initial prevalence of child marriage of at least 25 per 
cent, 11 of which saw a decline of at least 5 per cent 
between 2014 and 2017.*

23 per cent of women aged 20–24 years were married 
or in a union by age 18, compared with 27 per cent at 
the start of the strategic plan period.**

Note: * Confidence intervals are not currently available for one of the 
11 countries (Côte d’Ivoire), so these results should be interpreted 
with caution as apparent differences may not be significant.
** Baseline data from 2005–2013.

PROGRAMME AREA 7: 
Progress on strategic plan output indicators

Strategic Plan  
Indicator Baseline 2014 

Result
2015 

Result
2016 

Result
2017

Result
2017 

Target

Countries (of 
those in which 
child marriage 
prevalence is 25 
% or higher) with 
national strategies 
or plans on child 
marriage with  
a budget

1
(2013) 2 5 11 12 12
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Female genital mutilation

The beginning of the 2014–2017 strategic plan coincided 
with the launch of Phase II of the UNFPA–UNICEF Joint 
Programme on Eliminating Female Genital Mutilation: 
Accelerating Change. Over four years, significant progress 
was made in promoting legal and policy reform, improving 
access to services, and working with communities to 
galvanize social change towards abandonment of the 
practice. A key intervention supported large-scale social 
transformation and positive change initiatives at household, 
community and societal levels.

• Globally, approximately 24.5 million people in 
9,000 communities made public declarations to 
abandon FGM as a result of community-led grass-
roots engagement through education, dialogue 
and consensus-building processes. In Burkina 
Faso, 698,927 people in 1,300 villages made public 
commitments to abandon FGM.

• More than 3.2 million girls and women at risk of 
or affected by FGM have benefited from health, 
education, welfare and legal services, including 
870,000 girls and women in 2017. The joint 
programme led efforts to end medicalization of the 
practice through increased engagement with the 
health sector. In Egypt, an initiative in 12 universities 
extended training for 1,200 health-focused students 
to engage in peer-to-peer education, marking a critical 
step in targeting and empowering health providers to 
halt the practice.

• Thirteen of the 17 joint programming countries 
instituted laws criminalizing FGM, with pending 
laws in Mali, Somalia and the Sudan. In the Sudan, 
UNICEF engaged in advocacy with more than 400 
parliamentarians to support amendment of the penal 
code to ban FGM.

• Significant progress in enforcement action was 
made in 2017, with approximately 325 arrests, 260 
court cases and 106 convictions in seven countries 
– Burkina Faso, Egypt, Eritrea, the Gambia, Guinea, 
Kenya and Uganda – representing a major increase 
compared to 71 arrests in 2016.

• Management information systems were 
developed to track and share data in order to 
improve operational efficiency. Data analysis was 
strengthened to support decision-making, with 1,260 
data managers from 17 governments and civil society 
organizations receiving training in 2017. To empower 
youth as agents of change, UNICEF also supported 
Communication for Development (C4D) campaigns, 
such as the #TouchePasMaSoeur (‘don’t touch my 
sister’) social media campaign in Senegal, which 
reached 5.7 million people in 2017 and inspired much 
debate within the country.

UNICEF, through the joint programme, strove to deliver 
more sustainable results by establishing strong regional 
partnerships. Working with the African Union, UNICEF is 
utilizing political momentum to obtain committments from 
governments to integrate FGM services into national social 
service structures. UNICEF continued to play a leadership 
role in driving the normative agenda and advocating for 
sustained action, including during the International Day 
of Zero Tolerance for FGM on 6 February and at the 61st 
session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women in New York. Regional reaffirmations and renewed 
commitments to advance the agenda were also made at 
the Africa Union High Level Ministerial Meeting on FGM in 
Ghana, the Pan-African Parliament Women’s Conference 
in South Africa, the International Members of Parliament 
Consultation in Morocco, and the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) First Consultation on Islam.

Adolescent girls attend karate classes organized as part of the 
programme in Madanpur Jamua block of Giridih, India. Giridih 
district has one of the highest rates of child marriage in India 
where 6 out of 10 girls are married before 18 years of age. 
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Challenges

Despite programme interventions to strengthen systems 
and service delivery mechanisms, the weak capacity of 
social services often hinders progress, particularly in the 
education, health and child protection service sectors, 
requiring UNICEF and partners to sustain support. Child 
marriage legislative reforms and punitive measures to stop 
harmful practices are being implemented, and success is 
being registered in some communities in which changing 
social norms are being accepted. However, the number 
of adolescent girls eloping is an emerging area which 
requires greater focus to identify root causes and reverse 

current trends. FGM has seen encouraging progress in 
terms of public declarations made, but increased attention 
is required to build on momentum and ensure declarations 
lead to sustained change in these communities. Increased 
investment is also needed to support implementation 
and enforcement of legislation. Given the trend towards 
medicalization, more emphasis must be placed on 
prevention and the health requirements of girls and women 
living with the effects of FGM. This will require increased 
engagement with governments, service providers and 
communities, including the integration of related issues 
into medical university curricula.

CASE STUDY 5: ETHIOPIA: GALVANIZING SOCIAL NORM CHANGE

Child marriage and FGM remain serious issues for 
women and girls in Ethiopia. Despite a 9 per cent 
reduction in FGM for women and girls aged 15–19 years, 
65 per cent of this group continues to be cut, and FGM 
is still viewed by nearly a quarter of Ethiopian women as 
an essential religious practice. Though 35 per cent fewer 
women and girls aged 20–24 years were married before 
the age of 18 compared with women aged 45–49 years, 
the problem persists, with 40 per cent of women and 
girls aged 20–24 years having entered wedlock before 
the age of 18.*

As part of the Global Joint Programmes with UNFPA, 
UNICEF is developing and implementing initiatives to 
accelerate social change in Ethiopia at the community 
level, and to improve social service delivery at the 
system level. Increasingly, UNICEF and partners are 
engaging with key community influencers such as 
religious leaders and faith-based organizations, often 
through the Inter-Religious Council of Ethiopia. UNICEF 
has also increased engagement with adolescents. 
Over 10,000 young people are engaged in community dialogues to foster social change and, by the end of 2017, 
approximately 250,000 people had publicly declared abandonment of FGM. More than 65,000 adolescent girls 
received training on existing legal frameworks and women’s rights as part of efforts to reduce child marriage.

Social change can only be sustained if it is bolstered by systemic changes in the social service infrastructure. 
Therefore, UNICEF and partners focused efforts on strengthening the institutional capacity of Ethiopian service 
providers to deliver effective, high-quality services thus facilitating normative social change and reducing harmful 
practices. Sustained action has led to improved social access, resulting in literacy skills training for 133,952 girls, 
nearly 9,000 cases of child marriage processed by law enforcement, and prevention and protection services provided 
for 185,173 women and girls at risk of or having experienced FGM.

UNICEF Ethiopia remains committed to continued action to maintain these positive trends.

* Data range 2005–2016

Having undergone female genital mutilation, 15-year-old 
Halima Mohammed has been trained to teach her community 
about the harmful practice. Halima has refused to get 
married early. She wants to be a medical doctor to serve her 
community (Erubti woreda, Afar Regional State, Ethiopia).
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Children on the move

UNICEF continues to scale up efforts to protect children 
in mixed migration flows across regions. Significant 
programme expansion took place during 2017, including 
a new regional programme in Latin America and the 
Caribbean covering El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras 
and Mexico. A new cross-regional migration programme 
in eight countries in south-east and Central Asia was 
launched, and regional offices in Africa are developing an 
all-Africa programme regarding the central Mediterranean 
route and major routes in Eastern Africa.

There was a shift in migration patterns to Europe in 2017. 
More than 171,300 people, including 32,000 children and 
at least 17,500 unaccompanied and separated children, 
arrived in Europe via the Mediterranean Sea route. This is a 
reduction of nearly two thirds from 2016, mainly the result 
of reinforced border control and agreements between Libya 
and European countries to stem human smuggling and 
dangerous migrant crossings, particularly along the central 
Mediterranean route. As in 2016, most children arriving 
from the eastern Mediterranean route, primarily to Greece, 
were from Afghanistan, Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic. 
Those on the move through the central Mediterranean 
originate predominantly from West Africa (Côte d’Ivoire, 
the Gambia, Guinea and Nigeria), but also from Eritrea 
and Bangladesh. While fewer children and families moved 
from countries in the Central American ‘Northern Triangle’ 
(El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras) compared with 
previous years, the US Customs and Border Patrol still 
reported apprehending more than 48,000 unaccompanied 
children in 2017. In a humanitarian context, key priority areas 
for 2017 included UNICEF’s response to Syrian refugee 
children in Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, programmes in the 
Horn of Africa, and the response to the Rohingya crisis in 
Bangladesh (see also ‘Programme Area 6’ for further details 
on work in humanitarian situations).

At the global level, the next step in the normative 
process is the upcoming Global Compact on Refugees. 
In support of this, UNICEF contributed specific child 
protection interventions to the development of the 
Programme of Action for the Comprehensive Refugee 
Response Framework and is supporting implementation 
in several pilot countries. In the United Republic of 
Tanzania, UNICEF initiated the Building Self-reliance for 
Refugees and Vulnerable Host Communities programme, 
an integrated multisectoral approach to service delivery 
across refugee and host communities, linking health, 
education, WASH, nutrition and child protection services. 
In Uganda, UNICEF supported the establishment of the 
Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework Secretariat 
in the Office of the Prime Minister. As a member of the 
Global Migration Group, UNICEF is contributing to the 
Global Forum on Migration and Development, a Member 
State initiative addressing connections between migration 
and development. UNICEF contributed vital child-specific 
inputs to the Global Compact on Safe, Orderly and Regular 
Migration process.

UNICEF is scaling up evidence and analysis through 
collection of data on children on the move. In Eastern and 
Southern Africa, for example, data on the southern route 
from the Horn of Africa to Southern Africa provided valuable 
evidence in support of regional programming. Strengthening 
the availability of evidence-driven global products, a number 
of key reports were developed, including A Child is a Child: 
Protecting children on the move from violence, abuse and 
exploitation, and Harrowing Journeys: Children and youth 
on the move across the Mediterranean Sea, at risk of 
trafficking and exploitation. The report Beyond Borders: How 
to make the global compacts on migration and refugees 
work for uprooted children was launched through the 
#ChildrenUprooted framework, providing critical up-to-date 
evidence of global action and best practices to support 
the implementation of policies consistent with UNICEF’s 
six-point Agenda for Action. The publication was launched to 
coincide with UNICEF’s #AChildisaChild media campaign, 
which by the end of 2017, had received more than 5 million 
hits in support of UNICEF’s work, stimulating discourse and 
action.

In at least 45 countries, UNICEF worked closely with 
stakeholders to facilitate national partnerships and 
legislative reform for children on the move. In Croatia, a 
multisectoral platform for exchange of information and 
resource mapping was established. Ethiopia introduced 
CRVS legislation for refugees and non-nationals. In Mexico, 
programmes focused on improving agency coordination in 
delivering services to migrant children.

Focused actions were undertaken in at least 47 countries 
to improve the scope and inclusiveness of service delivery. 
Advocacy in Bulgaria led to the inclusion of recreational 
and learning activities in reception and registration centres, 
reaching 900 children. In Myanmar, the first guidelines 
supporting migrant children returning from Thailand were 
developed. In Italy, more than 1,250 unaccompanied or 

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

In 2017, UNICEF supported at least 78 countries to 
integrate action to support children on the move 
working across sectors, including child protection, 
health and education, and social protection.

Outreach and case management systems were 
strengthened to support refugee and migrant children 
across the Middle East and Europe, resulting in 
direct services for more than 53,500 children, many 
unaccompanied or separated and trained 6,353 front-
line responders on child protection standards in 10 
European countries.
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separated children were identified at sea in 2017, and 
175 refugee and migrant women and girls were provided 
with hygiene kits and other basic supplies immediately 
upon detection. In Libya, support to strengthen services 
for children and families led to the participation of 30,394 
children in structured community-based child protection  
and psychosocial activities in 10 child-friendly spaces and 
30 schools.

To address the root causes of migration, UNICEF’s regional 
programme in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras is 
supporting governments and other partners to reduce 
poverty, inequities and violence (often gang-related). In 
Honduras, UNICEF is supporting violence prevention 
programmes in 21 ‘hot spot’ municipalities to stem school-
based violence, reaching more than 45,000 children in 70 
schools in 2017, and educational ‘bridge’ programmes are 
being established to support vulnerable children (including 
returned migrants) to return to school.

Few countries have stopped detaining children because 
of their immigration status, but there are encouraging 
developments. In Egypt, for example, UNICEF and partner 
advocacy led to a reduction in the duration and frequency 
of detention of 287 children detained in connection with 
irregular migration – including 46 per cent who were 
unaccompanied or separated. In Mexico, alternatives to 
detention of migrant children were promoted, including 
a pilot ‘open door’ programme in Tabasco State providing 
shelter for adolescent asylum-seekers and refugees.

UNICEF is engaged in 13 countries through the Global 
Action to Prevent and Address Trafficking in Persons and 
the Smuggling of Migrants, a four-year (2015–2019) joint 
initiative43 focused on implementing comprehensive 
national counter-trafficking responses. UNICEF specifically 
supports actions to build comprehensive and sustainable 
referral pathways for child victims of trafficking within 
national systems in Belarus and the Lao People’s 

CASE STUDY 6: TURKEY: REACHING VULNERABLE REFUGEE AND MIGRANT 
CHILDREN 

In 2017, UNICEF Turkey, in coordination with partners, 
continued to respond to both the Syrian humanitarian 
and European migration crises. Working closely with the 
Ministry of Family and Social Policies and other partners to 
provide protection and psychosocial support services via 
a network of protection spaces in 19 camps and 11 host 
communities, UNICEF Turkey reached more than 150,000 
vulnerable refugee and migrant children. Furthermore, 
117,699 refugee children with protection needs were 
identified and referred to social services, including 27,483 
to specialized services and 69,709 to psychosocial support 
services. Through expanded partnerships, the adolescent 
and youth programme was strengthened, providing social 
cohesion and empowerment activities to 125,796 Syrian 
and Turkish youth.

UNICEF further increased efforts to identify and provide 
specialized services to 3,034 at-risk children while 
facilitating the delivery of non-food items to more than 
33,000 children. A partnership was established with the 
Directorate General of Migration Management, and a rolling workplan (2017–2018) was developed to improve data 
collection on refugee and migrant children, strengthen child protection staff capacity, promote social cohesion in 
host communities, and increase access to children in reception and removal centres.

UNICEF and the Ministry of Family and Social Policies began collaborating to extend coverage of the national Family 
Social Support Outreach Programme to refugee families. Activities to strengthen the capacity of the ministry to 
respond to the psychosocial support needs of children continued, with 45 staff trained.

Policy dialogue between the Ministry of Family and Social Policies, Ministry of National Education, and the Turkish 
Red Crescent Society reinforced the link between social assistance and child protection. These discussions also 
facilitated extension of the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education programme to refugee children, and integration 
of a child protection component.

Deaf Syrian refugee children receive sign language lessons at 
the UNICEF-supported Al Farah Center in Gaziantep, Turkey, 
implemented jointly with Association for Solidarity with 
Asylum Seekers and Migrants, October 2016.  
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Democratic Republic, as well as a cross-border programme 
with support from Brazil and Colombia. In Brazil, actions 
focused on training prosecutors to facilitate criminal 
prosecution of traffickers operating in Brazilian, Colombian 
and Peruvian border areas.

Challenges

There is demonstrable evidence of progress in response to 
the needs of children on the move, but several operational 
factors must be strengthened to scale up actions 
addressing the drivers of migration. Returning refugees 
face numerous challenges, including access to services. 
Xenophobia in host communities continues to impede 
the prospects of integration and access to services for 
migrant children. The ongoing detention of migrant children 
requires sustained attention. Projections indicate increased 
rural-urban and south-north migration flows by 2030. 
Increased resources are required to extend programming 
to meet expected demands and expand technical capacity 
at national and regional levels. To address the difficulty of 
obtaining disaggregated data on migrant children, global 
reach data are being strengthened at an institutional level to 
develop indicators and targets to measure progress in the 
implementation of the Global Compacts, especially in the 
context of the SDGs.

Child labour

SDG 8.7 placed renewed focus on ending child labour and 
modern slavery in all its forms by 2025. Eliminating child 
labour is also vital to achieving other SDGs, including those 
on poverty, gender equality, violence, education and health. 
There are an estimated 168 million children, aged 5–17 
years, at work, including 5 per cent in the worst forms of 
child labour. In some of the world’s poorest countries, an 
estimated one in four children works.

UNICEF’s evolving work to end child labour includes a 
multisector and multi-agency approach which integrates 
programming with education, social protection, health, 
social norms, and work with parents and birth registration 
– a fundamental foundation for legal age assessments. In 
2017, to address the emerging issue of modern slavery, 
UNICEF established a US$10 million programme in Somalia 
and supported protective legislation in Kenya. To drive the 
agenda, UNICEF also issued position papers and technical 
guidance documents around this and other emerging 
threats.

UNICEF’s key focus on preventing and addressing the 
drivers of child labour led to progress with out-of-school 
children, more targeted and effective programming and 
service provision, particularly in rural areas, and targeted 
work with key groups such as local informal Koranic 
providers and teachers. In Bangladesh and Pakistan, the 
recognition of accelerated education and equivalence 
programmes supported second chance and catch-up 
education for child labourers. In Myanmar, increased 
recognition of the fundamental role of the social welfare 
workforce in preventing and addressing child labour led 
to the specific inclusion and adaption of child protection 
case management systems. In India, a child tracking 
system for children rescued from labour is available in all 
38 districts in Bihar. UNICEF’s engagement in child labour 
has expanded beyond traditional areas of strategic legal and 
policy support to include engagement with corporations to 
break supply chains, including with sugar cane industries 
in the Plurinational State of Bolivia, the nut industry in 
Brazil, and garment and textile industries in Bangladesh. 
In Côte d’Ivoire, through advocacy and high-level national 
leadership, there is increasing engagement in the cocoa 
sector, a key national industry affecting an estimated  
3 million children.

To support efforts to address changing patterns of child 
labour among refugees and their host communities, much 
of UNICEF’s work around child labour and children on the 
move, particularly in West Africa, focused primarily on 
linkages between the worst forms of child labour, trafficking 
and unsafe migration. In India, the focus was development 
of a community-based care model for 4,500 seasonal 
migrant children. In Haiti and Panama, UNICEF worked 
closely with ministry counterparts to support multisectoral 
and inter-agency work around domestic labour, which 
frequently results in children moving far from parents to 
work in extremely vulnerable environments and conditions 
akin to ‘hidden work’. This frequently results in modern 
slavery conditions. UNICEF undertook research and 
advocacy among refugee communities in Jordan, Lebanon 
and Uganda, resulting in high-level advocacy for the 
relaxation of work regulations for adults, preventing children 
from filling the gap. The child labour rates in countries 
affected by armed conflict are 77 per cent higher than 
global averages and the incidence of hazardous work is 50 
per cent higher. UNICEF activities in Lebanon, the Syrian 

RESULT HIGHLIGHTS

Since 2014, UNICEF has supported 25.3 million children 
involved in child labour with one or more UNICEF-
supported intervention, including 7.6 million children 
aged 5–17 years across 45 countries in 2017.

Millions more children are trapped in exploitation 
exemplifying the worst forms of child labour, such 
as underage recruitment into national and non-state 
armed groups, commercial sexual exploitation, or 
in actions strongly associated with child labour 
including trafficking.
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Arab Republic and Yemen developed a specific focus on 
preventing and responding to the escalating risks of under-
age recruitment by armed groups and other worst forms 
of child labour, resulting in the establishment of drop-in 
centres and a safe house for victims of violence and abuse 
in the Syrian Arab Republic (see ‘Programme Area 6’).

Challenges

Child labour is driven by economic and social vulnerabilities 
associated with an array of interrelated contingencies 
such as un- and underemployment, ill health, disability and 

disaster. Like most violence against children, prevention 
and response requires multiple interventions, not a single 
initiative. Poverty, conflict, displacement, social exclusion 
and harmful social norms are all significant factors in 
the stalled progress to eradicate child labour, particularly 
among younger children and girls. It is critical that action 
is scaled up to eliminate child labour within supply chains, 
requiring UNICEF and partners at all levels to strengthen 
engagement with industries to promote adoption of 
a children’s rights approach to workplaces and global 
supply chains. Reduction of child labour can be supported 

PREVENTING CHILD-RELATED ROAD TRAFFIC INJURIES

Road traffic injury ranks among the top four causes of 
death for children over the age of 5 years, and the main 
cause of death among those aged 15–29 years. While 
road safety is a global challenge, most accidents occur 
in low- and middle-income countries, where 95 per cent 
of road traffic fatalities among children occur.

Since 2016, UNICEF has engaged in an emerging area 
of work to strengthen safety and protection of children 
from road traffic injuries, particularly children in transit to 
school. There is a focus on nine countries – China, Cuba, 
Jamaica, Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, the 
Philippines, South Africa and Viet Nam. Steady traction 
has been achieved in building partnerships and fostering 
dialogue among national partners to plan strategies and 
develop programme responses to child road safety.

As of the end of 2017, all nine countries are developing 
national responses, mapping roles and responsibilities 
and strengthening data collection. In the Philippines, 
a review of good practices and programmes on child 
injury prevention and safe school zones is under way, 
and an advocacy mapping and prioritization exercise 
involving multiple stakeholders took place. In South 
Africa, significant research is under way to evaluate the 
scale of child pedestrian injuries as well as the number 
of children hurt in school public transport crashes. Targeted training and awareness-raising campaigns took place 
across seven countries. In Jamaica, the ‘X Marks the Spot’ School Crosswalk Safety Campaign combines education 
for children, capacity-building among professionals and safety improvements in selected school zones, such as traffic 
calming solutions.

To improve coordinated action, UNICEF strengthened regional linkages in East Asia through the Global Initiative 
for Child Health and Mobility. UNICEF is also working with national partners to integrate the WHO’s road safety 
technical package ‘Save LIVES’. Globally, UNICEF continues to push the agenda forward. UNICEF and United Nations 
partners formed part of a WHO-led technical reference group to set global performance targets on road safety 
risk factors and indicators to monitor progress towards the achievement of the SDG targets, which will serve as 
a foundation for states to build national legal frameworks and effective tools for road safety. UNICEF continued to 
advance the agenda, including at a High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development held in July 2017, and 
a High-level Meeting of the United Nations General Assembly on the New Urban Agenda and the United Nations 
Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) in September 2017. At these events, commitments to action on child 
road traffic injury in urban centres were reinforced.

In Ha Noi, Viet Nam, young students receive helmets from the 
vice-minister of labour, invalids and social affairs. The helmets 
are distributed as part of a mass awareness campaign by 
the government, with support from UNICEF, under the Child 
Road Traffic Injury Prevention Programme, funded by FIA 
Foundation for the Automobile and Society. About 2,000 
children die as a result of road crashes every year in Viet  
Nam, making it one of the leading causes of child mortality  
in the country. Not wearing a helmet while on a motorbike  
is a leading cause of fatal injury in children. 

© UNICEF Viet Nam/Le Nguyen Thao Linh/2017
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through stronger legislation and improved cooperation and 
coordination between ministries and workforces involved 
in social welfare and protection systems, education and 
labour sectors. The lack of clarity and consensus on 
terminology among actors regarding their understanding 
of ‘modern slavery’ must also be addressed to meet SDG 
8.7 – which calls on states to take immediate and effective 
measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery 
and human trafficking, and secure the prohibition and 
elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including 
recruitment and use of child soldiers.

Cross-cutting Areas Narrative 
UNICEF’s work in the child protection sector is amplified 
by a mix of cross-cutting strategies to achieve results, 
depending upon context.

Communication for Development

At the heart of the child protection approach are C4D 
strategies designed to target structural inequalities and 
entrenched norms and practices which lead to violence, 
abuse and exploitation. These make up an implicit strategy 
for UNICEF child protection to shift social behaviours. 
Continued scale-up of action to identify changing social 
norm remains a UNICEF priority. In 2017, innovative work 
by UNICEF and UNFPA to track and measure social norm 
change and develop a global monitoring framework on 
FGM was critical to this progression. Currently being 
validated in Ethiopia and Guinea, the framework has the 
potential to measure social norm change in multiple areas 
including child marriage and GBV programming. An analysis 
of 2017 UNICEF country office annual reports identified 
that at least 35 countries incorporated child protection-
related C4D strategies into national programming, with 
the greatest number of interventions reported in the West 
and Central Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean 
regions. Building on the #ENDviolence campaign, many 
countries focused on adapting violence against children 
communication strategies to address social norms and 
behaviour change. At least 20 per cent of reporting 
countries specifically reported C4D interventions to prevent 
and protect children against GBV, while others focused on 
addressing social norms around harmful practices such as 
child marriage, FGM and child labour.

Child protection and disabilities 

Worldwide, one in 10 children has a disability, with higher 
proportions in areas suffering from armed conflict or natural 
disasters. Children and adults with disabilities are among 
the most marginalized people in any community. They are 
likely to be among the poorest members of society. They 
are less likely to attend school, access medical services or 
have their voices heard. Their disabilities place them at a 
higher risk of physical and sexual abuse, and often exclude 
them from receiving proper nutrition or humanitarian 
assistance in emergencies. Without explicit references 

17-year-old Ines is speaking live from Abidjan during the weekly 
young reporters’ radio show broadcasted in nine locations across 
Côte d’Ivoire in 2017. “I love doing interviews in the streets,” she 
says. Financed by UNICEF, the young reporters’ programme aims 
to engage children on issues that concern them and give children 
a voice.
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MEXICO

Implemented C4D strategies to inform 
communities how to access free-of-
charge birth registration services by 
engaging 112 civil registration offices. 
This has allowed families of more 
than 100,000 unregistered children to 
easily identify these offices. In 2017, 
these activities resulted in 1,428 birth 
registrations and 1,345 additional civil 
registration procedures.

HONDURAS 

Held multiple community-level events to 
promote culture and arts, incorporating 
C4D methodologies to address community-
based violence and to foster strategies 
to protect and prevent violence 
against children; these reached 1,000 
beneficiaries, in the first three months.

MYANMAR

Radio stations across the 
country were trained in 
participatory techniques 
to develop programmes 
to effectively 
promote change. Two 
radio stations have 
specifically geared 
their communication 
strategies to protect 
children from violence, 
exploitation and abuse.

SOUTH SUDAN

Utilized multisectoral C4D strategies to 
promote adoption of positive behavioural 
practices and create demand for services 
to ensure the protection of women and 
children from violence, exploitation and 
gender inequality; these engaged 4,940 
community mobilizers in 75 communities.

GUINEA BISSAU

Established strategic partnerships 
with various local radio stations 
to promote important themes such 
as the 16 Key Essential Family 
Practices, the protection of children 
and the importance of education.

BURKINA FASO

More than 8,000 youth and adolescents responded to questions 
on violence sent via U-Report with results revealing one in two 
respondents know someone who has experienced violence, and 
55 per cent had themselves experienced some form of violence 
during childhood. Poll results informed the development of a 
national study on violence against children which will help 
strengthen the national child protection framework and improve 
access to protection services for children affected or at risk.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

An innovative soap opera was produced to challenge the social tolerance of child marriage called La Peor Novela (the worst soap 
opera) and broadcast to over 23 million people. A sample monitoring of the audience demonstrated that people’s perceptions on 
the acceptance of child marriage decreased from 59 to 7 per cent, as a result of watching the broadcasting of the soap opera.

EL SALVADOR

One thousand U-Report 
respondents were asked via 
Facebook Messenger about 
child marriage. Seventy per 
cent stated that they knew a 
young girl who was married, 
was pregnant or had children, 
and 90 per cent indicated that 
forcing girls to get married 
or becoming mothers at an 
early age is a violation of their 
rights. Poll results enriched the 
legislative debate around child 
marriage. In 2017, the country 
adopted a new Family Code 
setting the minimum age for 
marriage at 18.

LEBANON

UNICEF Lebanon adopted C4D strategies to train more than 1,600 
front-line workers, government ministry staff and implementing 
partners on community engagement skills to support behaviour 
and social change interventions to address GBV at the community 
level. Through monitoring of community interventions undertaken 
by recipients of the training, it was reported that 88 per cent of 
women and girls accessing safe spaces felt empowered, while 
55 per cent of community members demonstrated improved 
knowledge and attitudes towards GBV.

MOZAMBIQUE 

Developed a C4D strategy, 
based on formative research, 
to prevent and eliminate child 
marriage practices; the strategy 
reached approximately 1.5 
million people (60 per cent 
female) through radio drama and 
live debates, in 11 provinces.

FIGURE 22: COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS: COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 71
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GUATEMALA

Increased efforts to integrate social and child 
protection services to prevent violence, exploitation 
and abuse of children, especially children from 
indigenous communities and children with 
disabilities. UNICEF is also advocating with the 
Ministry of Social Development to create and 
implement special social protection measures for 
children with disabilities that include special training 
for social service providers related to children’s 
rights, cultural approaches and inclusive actions.

ARGENTINA 

Focused on enhancing knowledge on children to 
ensure their full enjoyment of rights, especially 
for those children with disabilities, reaching over 
890 local child protection professionals, 510 
families and 270 children. As a result, children 
with disabilities living in 13 alternative care 
institutions of five provinces gained access to the 
national disability certificate, a key entry-point 
to guarantee their access to rights (increasing 
access from 50 per cent to 77 per cent).

RWANDA 

Supported a national situation analysis 
of the extent of accessibility to services 
by adults and children with disabilities. 
The findings confirmed low participation, 
inclusion, and coverage of programmes 
and services, in addition to the exclusion 
of persons with disabilities from existing 
national and community-based schemes. 
The situation analysis not only informed 
national policy on disability inclusion but 
also led to the production of short TV 
programmes produced with children with 
disabilities that will be aired early 2018.

BURKINA FASO

Supported 36 data collection agents to enhance 
their technical skills on disability measurements 
to facilitate the drafting on an initial report on 
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. Efforts led to increased capacity 
development, strengthened coordination and 
improved Communication for Development 
strategies to facilitate the provision of quality 
child protection services to over 3,000 children 
with disabilities.

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV 
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

A high-profile public campaign on disability and 
inclusion, under the slogan “Be Fair”, was launched 
that included a series of ground-breaking videos. 
With the support of 15 celebrities, 6 community 
events and partnership with Skojpe Marathon, the 
campaign reached 5,652,543 people and provoked 
public engagement of over 200,000 people on the 
barriers and stigma that children with disabilities 
face daily. The ground-breaking videos were also 
viewed over 2 million times.

VIET NAM

UNICEF Viet Nam 
supported the General 
Statistics Office to 
conduct the country’s 
first national 
survey on people 
with disabilities, 
providing crucial data 
on barriers faced 
by children with 
disabilities. UNICEF 
also supported 
the Ministry of 
Labour, Invalids 
and Social Affairs 
to provide tailored 
social services for 
30 children with 
disabilities in Kon 
Tum.

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC  

UNICEF Syria supported local social workers 
and facilitated the provision of predictable 
and regular amounts of cash to 5,890 children 
with disabilities in Aleppo and Latakia. These 
combined strategies successfully empowered 
caregivers to more effectively respond to 
children’s needs and promote the right to 
social inclusion for all children, including 
those with disabilities. Anecdotal evidence 
also demonstrated improvement of caregiving 
modalities, even in extreme circumstances.

CAMBODIA

In response to the equity gaps and the lack of public investment in service 
deliveries for children with disabilities, UNICEF focused on mainstreaming the 
issue of disability into social protection programming. In 2017, 50,000 children 
with disabilities benefited directly from social protection support and services. 
Thirteen trainers were trained to deliver capacity-strengthening initiatives that 
focused on the inclusion of children with disabilities.

ARMENIA

Continued to advance the rights of children 
with severe disabilities with around 120 
children having benefited from rehabilitation, 
development, psychosocial and education 
services. UNICEF also focused on reducing 
bottlenecks in policy and legislation, budgeting 
and availability of services to promote societal 
attitudes conducive to the full social inclusion of 
children with disabilities.

BHUTAN

Launched and finalized a Knowledge, Attitude and Practice study on 
children with disabilities, with findings confirming knowledge gaps, 
negative attitudes and lack of integrated support in communities. Findings 
informed an initiative, in collaboration with NGO Ability Bhutan Society, 
bringing together more than 30 parents to discuss development needs and 
opportunities for their children, in addition to equipping more than 300 
caregivers and service providers with important knowledge and skills.

ZIMBABWE

Developed the ‘Adolescent Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Rights and Responsibilities’ 
knowledge product, in collaboration with Kapnek 
Trust, to provide better child protection services 
for children with disabilities. Furthermore, in 
collaboration with Child Protection Society and 
SOS Children’s Village, UNICEF developed and 
printed a sign language dictionary to help the 
Zimbabwean Government strengthen its foster care 
system. UNICEF has also facilitated the creation of 
guidelines for foster care services that account for 
the special needs of children with disabilities.

ERITREA

Strengthened Community-Based 
Rehabilitation (CBR), psychosocial 
support and physical rehabilitation 
services with 180 CBR workers trained 
to reach over 8,000 children living with 
disabilities. UNICEF also facilitated 
cash transfer assistance to over 5,500 
children living with disabilities, in 
addition to providing child protection 
services to these children.

FIGURE 23: COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS: CHILD PROTECTION AND DISABILITIES
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GUATEMALA

Increased efforts to integrate social and child 
protection services to prevent violence, exploitation 
and abuse of children, especially children from 
indigenous communities and children with 
disabilities. UNICEF is also advocating with the 
Ministry of Social Development to create and 
implement special social protection measures for 
children with disabilities that include special training 
for social service providers related to children’s 
rights, cultural approaches and inclusive actions.

ARGENTINA 

Focused on enhancing knowledge on children to 
ensure their full enjoyment of rights, especially 
for those children with disabilities, reaching over 
890 local child protection professionals, 510 
families and 270 children. As a result, children 
with disabilities living in 13 alternative care 
institutions of five provinces gained access to the 
national disability certificate, a key entry-point 
to guarantee their access to rights (increasing 
access from 50 per cent to 77 per cent).

RWANDA 

Supported a national situation analysis 
of the extent of accessibility to services 
by adults and children with disabilities. 
The findings confirmed low participation, 
inclusion, and coverage of programmes 
and services, in addition to the exclusion 
of persons with disabilities from existing 
national and community-based schemes. 
The situation analysis not only informed 
national policy on disability inclusion but 
also led to the production of short TV 
programmes produced with children with 
disabilities that will be aired early 2018.

BURKINA FASO

Supported 36 data collection agents to enhance 
their technical skills on disability measurements 
to facilitate the drafting on an initial report on 
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. Efforts led to increased capacity 
development, strengthened coordination and 
improved Communication for Development 
strategies to facilitate the provision of quality 
child protection services to over 3,000 children 
with disabilities.

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV 
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

A high-profile public campaign on disability and 
inclusion, under the slogan “Be Fair”, was launched 
that included a series of ground-breaking videos. 
With the support of 15 celebrities, 6 community 
events and partnership with Skojpe Marathon, the 
campaign reached 5,652,543 people and provoked 
public engagement of over 200,000 people on the 
barriers and stigma that children with disabilities 
face daily. The ground-breaking videos were also 
viewed over 2 million times.

VIET NAM

UNICEF Viet Nam 
supported the General 
Statistics Office to 
conduct the country’s 
first national 
survey on people 
with disabilities, 
providing crucial data 
on barriers faced 
by children with 
disabilities. UNICEF 
also supported 
the Ministry of 
Labour, Invalids 
and Social Affairs 
to provide tailored 
social services for 
30 children with 
disabilities in Kon 
Tum.

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC  

UNICEF Syria supported local social workers 
and facilitated the provision of predictable 
and regular amounts of cash to 5,890 children 
with disabilities in Aleppo and Latakia. These 
combined strategies successfully empowered 
caregivers to more effectively respond to 
children’s needs and promote the right to 
social inclusion for all children, including 
those with disabilities. Anecdotal evidence 
also demonstrated improvement of caregiving 
modalities, even in extreme circumstances.

CAMBODIA

In response to the equity gaps and the lack of public investment in service 
deliveries for children with disabilities, UNICEF focused on mainstreaming the 
issue of disability into social protection programming. In 2017, 50,000 children 
with disabilities benefited directly from social protection support and services. 
Thirteen trainers were trained to deliver capacity-strengthening initiatives that 
focused on the inclusion of children with disabilities.

ARMENIA

Continued to advance the rights of children 
with severe disabilities with around 120 
children having benefited from rehabilitation, 
development, psychosocial and education 
services. UNICEF also focused on reducing 
bottlenecks in policy and legislation, budgeting 
and availability of services to promote societal 
attitudes conducive to the full social inclusion of 
children with disabilities.

BHUTAN

Launched and finalized a Knowledge, Attitude and Practice study on 
children with disabilities, with findings confirming knowledge gaps, 
negative attitudes and lack of integrated support in communities. Findings 
informed an initiative, in collaboration with NGO Ability Bhutan Society, 
bringing together more than 30 parents to discuss development needs and 
opportunities for their children, in addition to equipping more than 300 
caregivers and service providers with important knowledge and skills.

ZIMBABWE

Developed the ‘Adolescent Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Rights and Responsibilities’ 
knowledge product, in collaboration with Kapnek 
Trust, to provide better child protection services 
for children with disabilities. Furthermore, in 
collaboration with Child Protection Society and 
SOS Children’s Village, UNICEF developed and 
printed a sign language dictionary to help the 
Zimbabwean Government strengthen its foster care 
system. UNICEF has also facilitated the creation of 
guidelines for foster care services that account for 
the special needs of children with disabilities.

ERITREA

Strengthened Community-Based 
Rehabilitation (CBR), psychosocial 
support and physical rehabilitation 
services with 180 CBR workers trained 
to reach over 8,000 children living with 
disabilities. UNICEF also facilitated 
cash transfer assistance to over 5,500 
children living with disabilities, in 
addition to providing child protection 
services to these children.

FIGURE 23: COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS: CHILD PROTECTION AND DISABILITIES
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to persons with disabilities, the Millennium Development 
Goals failed to effectively address this group. However, 
the SDGs aim to ensure an inclusive framework, including 
through SDG 8, SDG 16 and 16.2, which are particularly 
relevant to children with disabilities. The Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has been ratified by 
more than 175 countries and urges states to take action to 
enhance inclusion and address barriers faced by children 
and adults with disabilities.

In 2017, forty-five UNICEF country offices reported child 
protection-related interventions focused on supporting 
children with disabilities – more than double those reporting 
similar interventions in 2016. Analysis of UNICEF country 
office annual reports indicates that more country offices 
are applying a multisector approach to address children 
with disabilities, including integrating child protection 
interventions with other sectors such as social protection, 
education and health. Scaling up is particularly noted in the 
Europe and Central Asia and East Asia and Pacific regions. 
A significant number of countries focused on supporting 
children with disabilities in programming related to 
alternative care and reform. Around 40 per cent of county 
offices focused programmes on preventing and protecting 
children with disabilities from violence, exploitation and 
abuse. 

Human rights-based approach

As with all of UNICEF’s work, the human rights-based 
approach is an implicit part of UNICEF child protection 
strategy and programming. It provides all actions with a 
basis in international human rights norms and standards, 
and underpins all cross-cutting efforts. During 2014–2017, 
UNICEF supported states in implementing reforms 
reflecting international human rights commitments as 
well as recommendations issued by the Committee on 
the Rights of the Child, the Committee on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Women, and the Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Committee (see 
also ‘Programme Area 2’ for work on national compliance 
to international standards, including global alternative 
care standards, and ‘Programme Area 4’ for work on 
compliance with international legal standards related to 
justice for children). UNICEF continues to provide technical 
assistance to address implementation gaps and strengthen 
accountability systems that give a voice to children 
and adolescents and improve their access to remedies 
following a violation of their rights. Continuous support was 
provided to independent national human rights institutions 
to strengthen their monitoring mandate, and to ensure 
that complaint mechanisms are child friendly. Whether in 
emergency situations or development settings, a rights-
based approach ensures that the goal of leaving no one 
behind will be achieved, and that children everywhere will 
have their fundamental rights protected.

MALAWI: THE GOVERNMENT AMENDS THE DEFINITION OF A CHILD

Until February 2017, the Constitution of Malawi defined a child as any person under the age of 16 years, a position 
contrary to the provisions of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, and the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, to which Malawi is a party. Following joint advocacy initiatives by civil society, the United Nations 
(including UNICEF) and key stakeholders, Malawi’s Parliament passed a constitutional amendment, with 98 per cent 
support, increasing the legal age of a child from 16 years to 18 years. UNICEF Malawi supported advocacy efforts 
by hosting the Special Representative to the Secretary-General on Violence against Children, and through continued 
engagement with key influencers in 2016 and 2017.

THE PHILIPPINES: SUPPORT FOR REPORTING ON THE CONVENTION OF THE 
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

UNICEF supported the government to develop their Report to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The country 
office also supported civil society organizations on their Alternative Report. To strengthen data quality and input, 
UNICEF was supported by an alliance of local and international NGOs – the Civil Society Coalition on the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child – with technical support and resources for developing data collection tools. In partnership 
with Save the Children, UNICEF supported local, national and regional consultations with NGOs and children. 
Emerging issues impacting children are now being reported on, including effects of the government’s war on drugs, 
proposed changes to the minimum age of criminal responsibility, online child sexual abuse and exploitation, and 
violence against children.
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FUTURE WORKPLAN: UNICEF 
STRATEGIC PLAN, 2018–2021

GOAL AREA 3
Girls and boys, especially the most vulnerable and those affected by humanitarian situations,  

are protected from all forms of violence, exploitation, abuse and harmful practices

Building on achievements and lessons learned during 
2014–2017, the new UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2018–2021 
articulates UNICEF child protection’s future direction and 
strategic priorities over the coming four years. The strategic 
plan provides a vehicle to support the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and responds to its call to ‘leave 
no one behind.’

Lessons learned, 2014–2017

Actions based on key lessons from the past four years 
that contribute towards improving the potential to achieve 
sustained results at scale include the following:

• Intensify efforts to strengthen national child 
protection systems, particularly through the social 
service workforce;

• Enhance multisectoral approaches and work with 
caregivers and families to address the specific 
protection needs of children;

• Invest in strengthening the humanitarian–
development nexus for more effective and 
sustainable programming;

• Improve risk-informed programming to better prevent 
and respond to humanitarian crises;

• Support coordination mechanisms;

• Build the data ecosystem and infrastructure to have 
comparable data and hold countries accountable for 
achieving the SDGs;

• Advance technological solutions for case 
management that are developed from the outset of 
planning and programming;

• Increase inclusive and meaningful participation of 
children and young people;

• Co-create innovative approaches to programming 
with a wider range of partners, across the 
development, business and philanthropic sectors, 
and in both traditional and non-traditional programme 
countries.

Twelve-year-old Waibai Buka (second left) answers a question while 
holding a computer tablet provided by UNICEF at a school in Bagai, 
northern Cameroon in 2017. Waibai had to flee her village after an 
attack by Boko Haram. 
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Approaches

• Strengthening child  
 protection systems

• Supporting social and  
 behavioural change

• Recognizing and   
 supporting change  
 agents

• Promoting child   
 protection in conflict  
 and natural disasters

• Focus on prevention  
 and response, which  
 engages across the  
 life cycle of the child

• Multi-sectoral   
 approach:
 - Stronger   
  multi-sectoral,   
  coordinated   
  systems building
 - Stronger legal 
  and policy 
  frameworks,   
  systems and   
  institutions for   
  prevention and  
  response

• Child protection   
 monitoring

Outcome 3
Girls and boys, especially the most vulnerable 
and those affected by humanitarian situations, 

are protected from all forms of violence, exploitation, 
abuse and harmful practices

Countries have 
strengthened 

child protection 
systems for 

prevention and 
response 

services to 
address 
violence 

against children

Countries have 
strengthened 

prevention and 
protection 
services to 

address harmful 
practices 

(FGM and child 
marriage)

Countries have 
improved 

systems to 
protect children 

that come in 
contact with the 

law and to 
treat them in 

accordance with 
international 
standards

Lorem ipsum

Outputs

Change Strategies

Enablers

O
u
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3

Assumptions

• Advocacy will result  
 in most governments  
 increasing investments  
 in child protection  
 systems

• Effect of giving voice  
 to change agents

• Advocacy alliances  
 and strengthened  
 institutional capacity  
 will increase, secure  
 and sustain access  
 for principled   
 humanitarian   
 assistance and   
 protection

• Education and   
 health sectors 
 will increase   
 collaborations with  
 child protection   
 systems

• National systems  
 capacity building will  
 grow fast enough to  
 deliver on targets

• Social norm change  
 strategies will have  
 an impact

• Programming excellence

• Advocacy

• Leveraging resources

• Private sector engagement

• Coordination & collaboration

• Fostering innovation

• Data and evidence

• Civil society engagement

(a) internal governance   (b) management    (c) people    
(d) knowledge and information systems

FIGURE 24: UNICEF Child Protection Strategic Framework, 2018–2021

The UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2018–2021 seeks to protect 
children from violence and exploitation, with specific focus 
across development and humanitarian contexts on reducing 
violence in all its forms, eliminating harmful practices, and 
enhancing children’s access to justice. UNICEF will support 
governments to strengthen and expand their social service 
infrastructure, working with communities to increase their 
capacity to protect children. Greater emphasis will be placed 
on the need to harness the power of evidence as a driver 
of change for children. UNICEF will continue to accelerate 
efforts to improve data coherence (with particular focus 

on comparable data) among Member States, develop an 
infrastructure for global monitoring, and support national 
developments in the context of the SDGs. 

UNICEF has identified three outputs, strongly anchored 
in a rights-based approach to programming, to contribute 
towards achievement of Goal 3 outcomes. To track progress, 
the programming portfolio around three corresponding 
programme areas has been streamlined.
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Programme Area 1 priorities planned in 2018 towards 
achievement of output 1 targets

UNICEF has developed a global theory of change and 
multisectoral programming guidance based on evidence 
of what works to address violence. These will be adapted 
into programme guidance for UNICEF country offices 
as well as a training package for use in 2018–2019. The 
aim of the guidance is to create a more cohesive and 
unified approach to addressing violence across all regions. 
Greater emphasis is placed on increasing investment in 
social service systems to prevent violence and abuse, 
enhancing the quality of and access to services for victims, 
and shifting norms and gender inequalities concerning 
violence against children by working with parents, teachers 
and children. To align ongoing work addressing violence 
against children, UNICEF will continue to collaborate 
closely with key partners, such as the United Nation’s 
Special Representative for the Secretary-General on 
Violence Against Children, End Violence, Together for 
Girls, the WEProtect Global Alliance, civil society partners, 
international NGOs, the private sector and United Nations 
agencies. A Handbook for INSPIRE (led by WHO with 
UNICEF and key partners) will be launched to guide 
implementation of programmes to address violence against 
children, alongside an Indicator Compendium to track and 
align progress monitoring. UNICEF will support Pathfinding 
Countries formed around End Violence, together with 
key partners and other countries at a Solutions Summit 
(Sweden, 2018) to accelerate action and improve overall 
political commitment.

Emphasis will be placed on expanding the social service 
workforce at country level, strengthening the child 
protection capacities of the workforce to reach the most 
vulnerable populations. In partnership with the Global 
Social Service Workforce Alliance, UNICEF will develop 
programme guidance and tools to complement violence 
against children programme guidance. Progress will be 
tracked using baseline data collected in 2017 and measured 
in priority countries with a strong national commitment 
to strengthening the social service workforce (and in 
receipt of global thematic funds for 2017–2018). UNICEF 
will continue to strengthen national case management 
systems, including the roll-out of Primero in 15 additional 
countries, including non-humanitarian contexts. UNICEF 
will renew support to deinstitutionalization and alternative 
care. UNICEF will continue to put in place measures to end 
child labour by contributing to the work of Alliance 8.7 and 
other partners, strengthening engagement with businesses 
to encourage adoption of a children’s rights approach to 
workplaces and global supply chains. UNICEF will continue 
to collaborate with ILO to harmonize global databases on 
child labour to monitor SDG target 8.7 and to undertake 
joint estimation work on children in the worst forms of 
child labour, including children recruited and used by armed 
forces or groups.

Programme Area 2 priorities planned in 2018 towards 
achievement of output 2 targets

UNICEF will continue supporting policies, programmes 
and advocacy to address social norms, practices and 
behaviour. These will include refining the theory of change 

OUTPUT 1:

COUNTRIES HAVE STRENGTHENED CHILD PROTECTION 
SYSTEMS FOR PREVENTION AND RESPONSE SERVICES TO 

ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

By 2021 UNICEF and partners support actions to:

Countries with quality social services increased 
from 25 to 65

Countries with legislative and policy frameworks to 
eliminate the worst forms of child labour increased 
from 51 to 86

Countries with inter-operable information manage-
ment systems increased from 27 to 44

OUTPUT 2:

COUNTRIES HAVE STRENGTHENED PREVENTION AND 
PROTECTION SERVICES TO ADDRESS HARMFUL PRACTICES 

(FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION AND CHILD MARRIAGE

By 2021 UNICEF and partners support actions to:

Reach 1.24 million girls and women with FGM services

Reach 7.8 million people with education, communica-
tion and social mobilization platforms to eliminate FGM

Reach 2.3 million girls at risk of child marriage

Increase number of countries with costed action 
plans/strategies to end child marriage to 10

OUTPUT 3:

COUNTRIES HAVE STRENGTHENED CHILD PROTECTION 
SYSTEMS FOR PREVENTION AND RESPONSE SERVICES TO 

ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

By 2021 UNICEF and partners support actions to:

Countries with specialized justice for children 
systems increased from 100 to 147

Justice professionals certified to deal with child 
offenders increased by 68% and with child victims 
by 87%

Countries with policies in line with 2009 Guidelines 
for the Alternative Care of Children increased by 46

Countries with birth registration services within 
CRVS systems increased by 26

CHILD PROTECTION IN EMERGENCIES

By 2021 UNICEF and partners support actions to:

Prevention, risk mitigation and response services to 
reach 80% of targeted children

Ensure all countries affected by armed conflict have an 
action plan to protect children from grave violations

Ensure at least 5.1 million children on the move are 
reached with protective services
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of the Global Programme to End Child Marriage, adapting 
a multisectoral approach in planning and programming, 
strengthening systems and services, and enhancing 
positive social change. There will be greater engagement 
in working with adolescent girls and a focus on increasing 
outreach to adolescent boys. Lessons learned will be 
drawn from countries such as Ethiopia and India. Phase 
III of the UNFPA–UNICEF Joint Programme on Female 
Genital Mutilation commences in 2018 and will advance 
action for scale-up and replication across countries 
and communities. Greater emphasis will be placed on 
addressing gender norms and the medicalization of FGM. 
UNICEF will continue to establish a global knowledge 
hub for the measurement and dissemination of social 
norms, and to foster partnerships with, among others, the 
African Union, the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), the Arab League and the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation, to support policy development 
and ensure adequate resources. Planned implementation 
and country support in the use of the recently developed 
UNFPA–UNICEF joint programme monitoring frameworks 
for child marriage and FGM will be critical towards reporting 
for SDG 5.3.

Programme Area 3 priorities planned in 2018 towards 
achievement of output 3 targets

The UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2018–2021 places greater 
expectations on states to contribute towards reducing 
physical, sexual and emotional violence against children. 
To achieve this, the capacities, infrastructure and 
workings of social service systems must be strengthened 
and reinforced by stronger support from justice and 
enforcement sectors. While progress in establishing justice 
for children systems was steady during the previous 
strategic plan period, UNICEF will continue to support 
countries to work towards the translation of legislative 
guarantees into a genuine right to be heard for children 
on an individual level. To advance the quality of technical 
support to countries, programmatic guidance will be 
produced on justice for children. Data and evidence will 
be improved on justice systems and justice for children at 
country, regional and global levels, including a study on the 
ability of migrant children to access justice.

UNICEF action throughout 2014–2017 has generated 
significant global momentum, especially in the context 
of SDG 16.9, forging new partnerships and galvanizing 
investment and interest from governments, International 
Financial Institutions and the private sector to advance the 
agenda of legal identity. UNICEF will advocate with partners 
such as UNDP and the World Bank ID4D initiative to 
ensure that efforts to strengthen civil registration and other 
identity systems are integrated and coordinated. To this 
end, UNICEF and partners will explore the establishment 
of a United Nations task force on identity to support 
the development of a Joint United Nations legal identity 
programme and implementation strategy. The strategy 
will enable the United Nations to support governments in 
a life-cycle approach to implement cohesive and effective 
legal identity systems. UNICEF will continue to be an 
instrumental advocate and technical leader in ensuring 
that children remain central to the global identity agenda. 
UNICEF will remain a critical partner in regional initiatives 
in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, forging strong collaboration 
with governments across country contexts.

At the operational level, UNICEF will develop programme 
guidance to strengthen cross-sector collaboration and 
improve technical support to countries. UNICEF will 
promote improved interoperability with the health, 
education and social protection sectors, such as using 
immunization registries to increase birth notifications, 
and strengthen UNICEF’s collaboration with the Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation (Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance). UNICEF will address evidence gaps for children 
for technologies, such as the appropriate use of biometrics 
linked to birth registration, and strengthen partnerships 
with the private sector advocating that their technologies 
follow the ‘no harm’ principle. 
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To support children in emergencies, action planned 
in 2018 will support achievement of all humanitarian-
related output targets integrated across programme 
areas

To address the challenges of complex operating 
environments and the scale of children’s needs, UNICEF 
will undertake a stock-taking review of its child protection 
in emergencies work, including its delivery models. 
UNICEF will enhance evidence-based and risk-informed 
programming, including investments in key preparedness 
actions and risk assessments. UNICEF will continue to 
provide support for Level 3 and Level 2 emergencies and 
other humanitarian situations, working closely across 

sectors and promoting linkages with development 
partners. At the normative level, UNICEF will continue to 
advocate and provide leadership to the child protection 
in emergencies agenda. UNICEF will continue to lead 
critical partnerships, fulfilling its role in the Child Protection 
Area of Responsibility, as co-lead of the Alliance on Child 
Protection in Humanitarian Action, and as a key partner in 
implementing the monitoring and reporting mechanism. 
To strengthen operational programming, UNICEF will 
invest in strengthening child protection in emergencies 
systems to increase the reach and quality of humanitarian 
assistance, including the establishment and building of 
para-social workforces to support children in emergencies. 
UNICEF will support the localization of child protection 
interventions through community engagement and 
accountability to affected people and communities. This 
will include strengthening the capacity of national and 
community-based actors to respond to emergencies, and 
increasing the number and capacity of deployable technical 
assistance.

UNICEF will support the development of indicators and 
targets to measure progress in the implementation of 
the Global Compact on Migration to ensure that the best 
interests of the child are appropriately integrated and 
applied. Programme priorities in national contexts will 
include strengthening of municipal systems and building 
integrated pathways to quality, accessible and differentiated 
violence prevention services at the local level. Focus will be 
placed on supporting Member States to strengthen cross-
border protection along migratory routes and supporting 
state-led programmes to increase safe and legal channels 
to migrate or seek protection, specifically for children and 
young people.
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EXPRESSION OF THANKS 
UNICEF expresses its deep appreciation to all resource 
partners who contribute to its work on child protection, 
enabling UNICEF to support countries in all regions to 
deliver strategic and direct child protection interventions to 
marginalized children, their families and communities. This 
includes, but is not limited to, the European Commission; 
the governments of Sweden, the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Canada, Germany, Japan, the Netherlands and 
Italy; and all National Committees for UNICEF, particularly 
the United States, Korea, Finland, the Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom, Norway, Andorra, Iceland, Denmark, 
Sweden, Canada, Switzerland, Germany and Luxembourg.  

UNICEF would like to extend particular thanks to its 
partners who provided thematic funding, notably the 
governments of Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Spain, 
Belgium, Canada and Hungary. Thematic funds are critical in 
allowing for greater flexibility, long-term planning, innovative 
programming and continuing work that may otherwise 
be stalled. Thematic contributions reflect the trust that 
resource partners have in UNICEF’s capacity and ability to 
deliver quality support and have contributed significantly to 
the results described in this report. UNICEF will continue to 
explore new ways of enhancing visibility for partners who 
provide global level thematic funding and looks forward to 
brainstorming with the partners themselves how to make a 
new approach fit for purpose.

A Rohingya child jumps off a tree overlooking the Unchiprang makeshift settlement, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, November 2017.
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 
C4D Communication for Development

CRVS civil registration and vital statistics

ECD early childhood development

End Violence Global Partnership to End Violence  
 Against Children

FGM female genital mutilation

GBV gender-based violence

ID4D Identification for Development  
 (World Bank Group)

NGO non-governmental organization

SDG Sustainable Development Goal

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UNHCR Office of the United Nations High   
 Commissioner for Refugees

UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

UN Women United Nations Entity for Gender Equality  
 and the Empowerment of Women

US United States

USAID United States Agency for International  
 Development

VACS violence against children survey

WASH water, sanitation and hygiene

WHO World Health Organization
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ANNEX 1: FINANCIAL ANALYSIS^ 
Total revenue to UNICEF increased in 2017, especially in 
earmarked funds to specific programmes (other resources), 
which grew by 33 per cent over 2016, reaching an all-
time high of US$5.153 billion. This was largely due to 
the cooperation agreement signed with the World Bank 
Group – International Development Association (IDA) for 
Yemen, and the revision of UNICEF’s accounting policy, 
which recognizes revenue at the date that an agreement is 
signed. Although regular resources also increased in 2017, 
by 8 per cent from US$1.317 billion to US$1.424 billion, 
they decreased as a proportion of total revenue to UNICEF 
to 22 per cent, down from 25 per cent in 2016. Henceforth, 
revenue refers to the total amount committed in the 
year the agreement was signed plus any adjustments, 
while contributions refers to disbursements received in a 
particular year, inclusive of adjustments.

Contributions from other resources rose by 19 per cent 
over 2016, while contributions to the nine thematic funding 
pools grew more conservatively, by 16 per cent, from 
US$312 million to US$363 million. Thematic funding has 
declined to just 8 per cent of all other resources, from a 
high of 21 per cent in 2010, but remains a critical source  
of revenue for UNICEF programme delivery. 

FIGURE A1: Revenue by funding type, 2014–2017

5,266
5,056

5,191

6,577

2,1271,696
1,824 2,015

2,256 2,137 1,859

3,026

1,095
1,317 1,4241,314

3,952 3,961 3,874

5,153

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

U
S

$ 
m

ill
io

ns

25% / 75% 22% / 78% 25% / 75% 22% / 78%

2014 2015 2016 2017
Share 
RR/OR

Other Resources (Regular)
Other Resources (Emergency)

Total
Regular Resources
Other Resources

Regular resources (RR): Un-earmarked funds 
that is foundational to deliver results across 
the strategic plan. 

Other resources (OR): Earmarked funds for 
programmes; supplementary to RR and made 
for a specific purpose, such as an emergency 
response or a specific programme in a country/
region. 

Other resources – regular (ORR): Earmarked 
funds for specific, nonemergency programme 
purposes and strategic priorities.  

Other resources – emergency (ORE): Earmarked 
funds for specific humanitarian action and 
post-crisis recovery activities. 

2014-2016 revenue restated to reflect change in accounting policy for comparison with 2017.

^All funding data in the report is as of 1 April 2018, pending audit and certification. Due to a change in UNICEF’s revenue recognition policy, revenue from 2014 on-
wards has been restated here.
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FIGURE A2: Other resources contributions 2014–2017: Share of thematic funding, US$
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FIGURE A3: Child protection other resources contributions, 2007–2017
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In 2017, partners contributed US$170 million other 
resources for child protection, a 38 per cent increase from 
the previous year. The top five resource partners to UNICEF 
child protection in 2017 included the European Commission, 
and the governments of Sweden, the United States, the 
United Kingdom and Canada. The largest contributions 
were received from the European Commission for conflict-
affected children in the MENA region (see ‘Programme 
Area 6’ for further details) and cross-sectoral programming 
in education and child protection in Egypt, as well as from 
the Government of Sweden for building an integrated 
safety net system in Ethiopia (see ‘Programme Area 2’ and 
‘Programme Area 7’ for further details on work in Ethiopia). 

The critical importance of such contributions is exemplified 
in UNICEF’s work in Egypt, where funds have contributed 
to the significant progress in developing a costing model for 
the institutional set-up of a child protection system in the 
country, especially with a focus on creating an accountable 
social workforce, which was adopted by the National 
Council for Childhood and Motherhood, and institutionalized 
in Sharkia Governorate in 2017. A monitoring and evaluation 
framework for child protection committees was developed, 
and a network of NGOs expanded to support identification 
of child protection cases and referral to child protection 
committees. In 2017, over 4,000 children were supported by 
case management and specialized services.

Rank Resource Partners Total (US$)

1 European Commission* 139,951,063

2 Sweden 37,306,351

3 United States 23,682,446

4 United Kingdom 19,172,005

5 Canada* 14,427,331

6 Germany* 10,991,013

7 Japan* 6,711,280

8 UNFPA 6,533,070

9 Netherlands 5,939,571

10 Italy 3,544,717

11 Denmark 3,470,345

12 Swiss Committee for UNICEF 3,400,081

13 United Nations Development Programme 2,959,880

14 Australia 2,937,908

15 German Committee for UNICEF 2,855,220

16 U.S. Fund for UNICEF 2,656,467

17 Switzerland 2,606,645

18 Norway 2,371,917

19 Swedish Committee for UNICEF 2,278,585

20 Luxembourg Committee for UNICEF 2,222,118

TABLE A1: Top 20 resources partners to child protection by total contributions, 2017

* This table includes cross-sectoral grants to achieve integrated programming results. In most cases other sectors receive the largest proportion of the grant allocation. 
This includes to grants SC180009 and SC150762, SC170148, SC170529 (Education, Child Protection, WASH and Health), SC170746 (Child Protection, Education and 
WASH) and SC170151 (Education and Child Protection).
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Thematic resources act as an ideal complement to regular 
resources. They are allocated on a needs basis, and allow 
for long-term planning and sustainability of programmes. 
With a funding pool for each of the strategic plan outcome 
areas as well as humanitarian action and gender equality, 
resource partners can contribute thematic funding at the 
global, regional or country level. Overall, these are the 
second most efficient and effective contributions, and have 
been invaluable for maintaining critical child protection 
programmes, particularly in conflict-affected contexts.

Overall contributions to the thematic funding pools 
increased from US$312 million in 2016 to US$363 million 
in 2017. The largest public-sector contributors to the 
thematic funding pools in 2017 were Norway, Sweden, the 

Netherlands and Denmark, while the largest private-sector 
contributions were facilitated by the German Committee for 
UNICEF and the United States Fund for UNICEF. For more 
information on thematic funding and how it works, please 
visit: <www.unicef.org/publicpartnerships/66662_66851.
html>.

Thematic funding contributions for child protection 
reached US$27 million in 2017, a 50 per cent increase 
over the US$18 million received in 2016. Eighty-four per 
cent came from government partners. Sweden was the 
largest thematic resource partner, providing 56 per cent 
of all thematic contributions received, almost a third at 
the global level, as well as contributing at the country 
level to activities in Bolivia, Mali, Sudan and Zimbabwe. 

Rank Resource Partners Grant Description Total (US$)

1 European Commission* MADAD III, MENA, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, and Yemen 113,625,592

2 Sweden
Building an Integrated Safety Net System for the Most Vulnerable 
Women, Ethiopia

14,726,197

3 European Commission* Education and Child Protection, Egypt 12,435,326

4 United States of America
Service Effectiveness & Efficiency for Vulnerable Children and 
Adolescents, Zambia

10,000,000

5 The United Kingdom Child Protection Fund II for NAP III, Zimbabwe 9,014,187

6 Japan*
Peace-building and Education Support for Children in Mindanao, 
Philippines

6,497,580

7 The United Kingdom Children Protected from Economic Exploitation, Pakistan 6,202,437

8 Netherlands Child Protection Accelerating Action to End Child Marriage 5,924,171

9 Germany*
Improving Education and Child Protection Services for Migrant 
Children, Sudan

5,896,226

10 Germany* Resilience Programming for Children Phase IV, Libya 5,094,787

TABLE A2: Top 10 contributions to child protection, 2017

*Cross-Sectoral grant SC180009, SC150762 and SC170151 (Education and Child Protection), SC170529 (Education, Child Protection, WASH and Health), and SC170746 
(Child Protection, Education and WASH).   
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FIGURE Y - THEMATIC INCOME BY OUTCOME AREA AND HUMANITARIAN ACTION
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FIGURE A4: Thematic contributions by outcome area and humanitarian action, 2017: US$363 million

Norway provided all of its contribution most flexibly at the 
global level, as did the governments of Spain and Hungary. 
Throughout the UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2014–2017, Sweden 
has been a flexible funding champion of the organization’s 
child protection work, providing some US$53 million.

UNICEF is seeking to broaden and diversify its funding 
base (including thematic contributions), and encourages 
all partners to give as flexibly as possible. Although 
the number of partners contributing thematic funding 
to child protection decreased from 22 in 2016 to 20 in 

2017, the Government of Denmark became a thematic 
funding partner, providing country-level flexible funding to 
programmes in Iraq and Lebanon.

Sizeable thematic contributions were received from the 
United States Fund for UNICEF towards child protection 
activities in Jamaica and the Republic of Montenegro, 
while the Korean Committee for UNICEF also contributed 
country-specific funding for activities in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Nepal and Swaziland.
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Resource  
Partner Type

Resource Partner Total (US$)
Percentage  
of total 

Governments

84.19%

Sweden 15,167,347 55 .57%

Denmark 3,470,345 12 .72%

Norway 2,371,917 8 .69%

Spain 829,384 3.04%

Belgium 533,618 1 .96%

Canada 453,411 1 .66%

Hungary 150,000 0 .55%

National 
Committees

15.62%

U.S. Fund for UNICEF 1,003,826 3.68%

Korean Committee for UNICEF 1,000,000 3.66%

Finnish Committee for UNICEF 694,237 2.54%

Dutch Committee for UNICEF 538,253 1.97%

United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF 333,195 1.22%

Norwegian Committee for UNICEF 303,025 1.11%

Andorran Committee for Unicef 177,725 0.65%

Icelandic Committee for UNICEF 100,000 0.37%

Danish Committee for UNICEF 61,994 0.23%

Swedish Committee for UNICEF 25,977 0.10%

Canadian Committee for UNICEF 25,863 0.09%

Country Offices

0.19%
UNICEF Ukraine 50,000 0.18%

UNICEF Sri Lanka 2,319 0.01%

Grand Total 27,292,437 100.00%

TABLE A3: Thematic funding contributions by resource partner to child protection, 2017

Grant numbers are provided for IATI compliance: SC1499060091, SC1499060054, SC1499060111, SC1499060094, SC1499060014, SC1499060131, SC1499060130, 
SC1499060134, SC1499060076, SC1499060075, SC1499060012, SC1499060097, SC1499060122, SC1499060126, SC1499060133, SC1499060135, SC1499060056, 
SC1499060136, SC1499060137, SC1499060057, SC1499060058, SC1499060059, SC1499060124, SC1499060125, SC1499060127, SC1499060101, SC1499060089, 
SC1499060129, SC1499060069, SC1499060095, SC1499060061, SC1499060128, SC1499060085, SC1499060123, SC1499060100, SC1499060138, SC1499060044, 
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FIGURE A5: Top 15 thematic funding contributions by resource partners for child protection,  
2014–2017
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Violence, exploitation and abuse of children affect the emotional, social, cognitive and physical development of 
children, thus violating children’s fundamental human rights. Children living in conflict-affected areas and within 
fragile contexts are particularly vulnerable. Sweden’s International Development Cooperation Agency’s (Sida) 
has as a main priority an increased respect for Human Rights, including the Rights of the Child. As the UN 
organization with an operational mandate to implement the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, UNICEF 
is uniquely positioned to use the resources of Sweden not only in long-term development cooperation, but 
also for its engagement in humanitarian action for children. Sida’s strategic partnership with UNICEF under the 
thematic area of Child Protection strives to provide children with the right to live and develop in a world free 
from violence, abuse and exploitation. UNICEF’s work within the area of Child Protection includes critical work 
on several sustainable development goal indicators as part of the framework of Agenda 2030.

Thematic funding enhances effectiveness, as it enables UNICEF to reach the most excluded and most vulnerable 
children, as well as strengthens the ability to support long-term strategic activities. Through its flexibility, thematic 
funding also promotes innovation, sustainability and better coordination, and reduces transaction costs. Over 
the years, Sida’s support to UNICEF has increasingly been channelled as thematic funding, reflecting Sida’s 
confidence in UNICEF as an efficient and effective partner and strong advocate for the implementation of 
children’s rights. 

 – Carin Jämtin, Director General of the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
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Global thematic funds remain the most flexible source of 
funding to UNICEF after regular resources. The allocation 
and expenditure of all thematic funding contributions can 
be monitored on UNICEF’s transparency portal open.unicef.
org, and the results achieved with these funds against 
Executive Board-approved targets and indicators at the 
country, regional and global level are consolidated and 
reported on across the suite of Annual Results Reports. 
Specific reporting for country and regional thematic funding 
contributions is provided separately for partners giving at 
those levels. 

In 2017, a total of US$13.47 million was allocated from the 
global thematic fund for child protection (outcome 6) to 46 
UNICEF country offices (72 per cent of the 2017 allocation), 

and US$1.9 million was allocated to 6 regional offices 
(10 per cent). Around US$3.4 million (18 per cent) was 
allocated to UNICEF headquarters. Based on consultation in 
2017 with UNICEF regional and country offices, consensus 
was reached that the 2017–2018 disbursement of thematic 
funding would contribute primarily towards programming 
to strengthen the social service workforce to prevent 
and respond to violence against children. This contributes 
directly to the Management Response to the 2015 Global 
Comprehensive Evaluation of UNICEF’s Strategies and 
Programme Performance on Protecting Children from 
Violence, which ensures that UNICEF will accelerate 
the roll-out of the system-strengthening approach for 
preventing and responding to violence against children. This 
process was also part of a strategic decision to kick-start 

FIGURE A6: Allocation of global thematic funding revenue by country and region, 2017 (US$)
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Lao People’s 
   Democratic Republic 200,000
Papua New Guinea ..... 200,000
Papua New Guinea ..... 335,000
Timor-Leste .................... 262,368
Viet Nam......................... 200,000
EAP Regional Office ....... 484,000

East Asia and Pacific (EAP)

Burundi .......... 200,000
Kenya............... 600,000
Malawi .......... 500,000
South Africa ..... 610,000
Uganda .......... 613,000

Eastern and Southern 
Africa (ESA)

Djibouti .............................. 100,000
Egypt ................................... 100,000
Iran (Islamic Republic of) ..... 271,865
Morocco .............................. 371,864
State of Palestine ............... 100,000
State of Palestine ............... 312,411
MENA Regional Office ........ 284,030

Middle East and North Africa (MENA)

Bangladesh ............... 270,000
Bhutan .................... 422,893
Maldives .................... 230,000
Maldives .................... 422,238
Pakistan .................... 300,000
Sri Lanka.................... 422,237
SA Regional Office..... 462,769

South Asia (SA)

Barbados.............................. 206,140
Belize ................................... 200,000
Bolivia .............................. 225,000
Colombia.............................. 225,326
Dominican Republic .......... 220,000
El Salvador ......................... 225,000
Guatemala ......................... 200,000
Guyana and Suriname.......... 220,000
Peru ................................... 200,000
LAC Regional Office .......... 284,030

Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC)

Burkina Faso ............... 339,737
Cameroon .................... 200,000
Congo ......................... 220,000
Côte d’Ivoire ............... 220,000
Mauritania .................... 200,000
Sierra Leone ............... 200,000
Togo .............................. 200,000
WCA Regional Office ..... 200,000

West and Central Africa (WCA)

 Allotment (US$) % of total
Country O�ces 13,471,219 72%
Regional O�ces 1,914,829 10%
Headquarters 3,405,582 18%
Total 18,791,631 100%
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the accelerated focus on this area of work, as outlined in 
the UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2018–2021. The intention of 
this process is to enable improved reporting on focused 
results linked to the strategic output indicators on systems 
strengthening over the new strategic period.

UNICEF spending for child protection was US$689.6 
million, representing 13 per cent of the organization’s 
total programme expense (US$5.449 billion) in 2017 (see 
Figure A7). This expense ratio has been largely consistent 

since the start of the strategic plan in 2014, where child 
protection represented 12 per cent (US$514.3 million) of 
total UNICEF programme expense (US$4.131 billion). 

Note: Expenses are higher than the contributions received 
because expenses are comprised of total allotments from 
regular resources and other resources (including balances 
carried over from prior years) to the outcome areas, while 
contributions reflect only funds received from 2016 to the 
same. 

TRANSPARENCY: follow the flow of funds from contribution to programming by visiting  
http://open.unicef.org
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FIGURE CC - TOTAL EXPENSES BY STRATEGIC PLAN OUTCOME AREA

HEALTH
US$1,374.9 MILLION
25%

HIV AND AIDS
US$84.1 MILLION
1%

WASH
US$1,018.3 MILLION
19%

NUTRITION
US$665.7 MILLION
12%

EDUCATION
US$1,202.8 MILLION

22%

CHILD 
PROTECTION

US$689.6 MILLION
13%

SOCIAL
INCLUSION

US$413.3 MILLION
8%

FIGURE A7: Expense by outcome area, 2017: US$5.449 billion

FIGURE A8: Expense by programme area for child protection, 2017: US$689.6 million
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PA3: Violence against children - 
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emergencies - 
US$208.8 M
30%



93

Of total 2017 child protection expenses, 30 per cent was 
used to support child protection in emergencies – with the 
highest spent in three countries (in order) in Iraq, Turkey 
and Jordan. 

The second largest spending (17 per cent) supported 
interventions to address violence against children 
(Programme Area 3) and cross-cutting interventions across 
all programme areas (Child protection – general) (see 
Figure A8). The ratio of spending distribution across child 
protection programme areas has, on the whole, remained 
relatively stable over the 2014–2017 period. The main 

exception to this growth pattern is the increased expense 
attributed to Programme Area 3 to support interventions 
to address violence against children, which has seen a 
monetary expense increase from US$66.5 million in 2014 
(13 per cent of total 2014 expenses for child protection) to 
US$119.6 million (17 per cent of total 2017 child protection 
expenses) (see Table A4). This increase is indicative of the 
significant scale-up of programming to address violence 
in all its forms over the strategic period, including for new 
programming areas such as child online protection (see 
‘Programme Area 3’ for results).

TABLE A4: Expenses by programme area and by year for child protection, 2014–2017

Programme area
Other 
resources – 
emergency

Other 
resources – 
regular

Regular 
resources

GRAND  
TOTAL

PA1: Data and child protection 2,652,084 19,462,449 15,344,653 37,459,186

2014 552,801 4,284,977 3,277,970 8,115,749

2015 934,631 4,154,845 4,051,662 9,141,138

2016 528,373 4,830,258 3,366,653 8,725,283

2017 636,279 6,192,369 4,648,368 11,477,016

PA2: Child protection systems 42,318,188 163,739,280 134,062,094 340,119,562

2014 5,783,356 35,598,098 29,222,136 70,603,590

2015 11,229,113 43,891,348 32,232,100 87,352,560

2016 12,120,693 42,617,788 35,787,573 90,526,053

2017 13,185,027 41,632,047 36,820,285 91,637,359

PA3: Violence against children 73,183,827 154,266,248 105,957,380 333,407,455

2014 12,214,128 33,827,202 20,558,008 66,599,338

2015 9,688,216 33,398,360 24,373,170 67,459,746

2016 11,221,128 41,428,833 27,000,316 79,650,277

2017 40,060,354 45,611,853 34,025,886 119,698,093

PA4: Justice for children 12,846,658 75,426,963 52,878,364 141,151,985

2014 610,649 15,578,741 11,492,545 27,681,935

2015 8,011,761 17,561,100 11,660,469 37,233,329

2016 1,064,634 20,689,823 14,233,934 35,988,391

2017 3,159,614 21,597,299 15,491,417 40,248,330

PA5: Birth registration 2,440,964 57,947,687 42,686,488 103,075,139

2014 280,296 13,195,183 8,528,863 22,004,343

2015 1,544,143 11,595,107 10,706,281 23,845,531
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*Due to rounding, the totals may differ slightly from the sum of the columns.

2016 279,970 13,747,241 11,871,159 25,898,370

2017 336,554 19,410,156 11,580,185 31,326,895

PA6: Child protection and emergencies 634,740,194 118,316,713 67,544,925 820,601,832

2014 115,726,746 37,946,794 18,969,343 172,642,883

2015 203,082,498 27,676,574 17,476,884 248,235,956

2016 150,058,156 30,376,220 10,508,704 190,943,080

2017 165,872,794 22,317,124 20,589,994 208,779,913

PA7: Strengthening families and 
communities 23,057,698 169,822,809 62,345,488 255,225,995

2014 5,212,386 39,388,486 14,751,718 59,352,590

2015 5,722,027 40,725,312 13,663,123 60,110,462

2016 6,189,122 41,402,979 16,808,053 64,400,153

2017 5,934,164 48,306,032 17,122,594 71,362,790

Child protection: General 104,315,751 162,141,699 155,776,701 422,234,151

2014 10,082,297 38,199,679 39,070,273 87,352,249

2015 24,541,144 43,436,665 42,257,184 110,234,993

2016 31,679,304 42,498,732 35,409,256 109,587,292

2017 38,013,006 38,006,622 39,039,988 115,059,617

Grand Total 895,555,365 921,123,848 636,596,092 2,453,275,305

 Thematic funds are also a critical component of UNICEF’s 
programme portfolio. In 2017, ninety-three country offices 
utilized child protection thematic funding, of which 12 
prioritized countries (and UNICEF headquarters) accounted 
for 67 per cent of thematic spending (US$21.9 million). 
An additional US$1.1 million of child protection thematic 
funds was spent on related work in other UNICEF sectors, 
including HIV/AIDS, nutrition and education. UNICEF Mali 
and Sudan utilized the largest proportion of thematic funds 
in 2017 (15 and 13 per cent, respectively), contributing 
to vital programming on systems strengthening, birth 
registration, and galvanizing social action around harmful 
childhood practices in both countries. Most country offices 
used thematic funds in various elements of national 
programming, while others focused on bolstering specific 
works streams. For example, in Lebanon, UNICEF used 
96 per cent to support action to address violence against 

children, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo utilized 
100 per cent to improve justice for children (see Figure 8 
for further examples of use of thematic funds in 2017).

In 2017, other resources – emergency represented 38 per 
cent of UNICEF’s total expenses, while other resources – 
regular and regular resources accounted for 44 and 18 per 
cent of the total expenses, respectively. At the start of the 
strategic plan period in 2014, the share of other resources 
– emergency within UNICEF’s total expenses was 29 per 
cent, other resources – regular represented 50 per cent, 
and regular resources 21 per cent. The 9 percentage point 
increase in the share of other resources – emergency 
expenses illustrates the significant growth in UNICEF’s 
emergency programmes to respond to the growing scale 
and complexity of humanitarian crisis globally in the last 
four years.  
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FIGURE A9: Expense trends for child protection by funding type, 2014–2017

FIGURE A10: Total expenses for child protection by region, 2017: US$689.6 million
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Notes: EAP, East Asia and Pacific; ECA, Europe and Central Asia; ESA, Eastern and Southern Africa; HQ, headquarters; LAC, Latin America and the Caribbean; MENA, 
Middle East and North Africa; SA, South Asia; WCA, West and Central Africa.
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In 2017, the largest proportion of expenses was in the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA), accounting for 28 
per cent of total annual expenses, followed by Eastern and 
Southern Africa (ESA) at 21 per cent and West and Central 
Africa (WCA) at 17 per cent (see Figure A10). Throughout 
the strategic period, these three regions have consistently 
accounted for the highest proportion of expenses: 67 per 
cent of total expenses in 2014 and 66 per cent in 2017. Over 
the strategic period, Europe and Central Asia (ECA) has 
seen the largest increase in expense share, rising from 5 
per cent of total child protection expense in 2014 (US$24.5 
million) to 10 per cent (US$66.9 million) in 2017. This 
increase is offset by a marginal 2 per cent drop in expenses 
over the strategic period in East Asia and Pacific (EAP) and 
Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).

In ECA, expenses increased from US$24.5 million in 
2014 to US$66.9 million in 2017, with a notable increase 
in other resources – emergency expenses, increasing 
from US$1.5 million in 2014 to US$35.2 million in 2017. 
Similarly, in MENA, expenses rose substantially between 
2014 and 2017, increasing by 66 per cent from US$114.7 
million to US$190.8 million. This is explained mainly by the 
exponential increase in emergency programming, including 
for children on the move. In South Asia, expenses rose by 
41 per cent from US$41.9 million in 2014 to US$59.3 million 
in 2017. India had the largest expenses, with spending 
mainly attributed to programming to address violence 
against children and harmful practices, including child 
marriage and child labour (US$20.9 million), as well as child 
protection systems strengthening.

In other regions, expenses have remained relatively stable 
over the strategic period, which is commensurate with a 
natural programming growth for child protection (excluding 
emergencies). In ESA, expenses rose by 20 per cent from 
US$118 million in 2014 to US$142 million in 2017. Expenses 
for UNICEF HQ increased by 29 per cent from US$20.8 
million in 2014 to US$26.8 million in 2017. In other regions, 
the pace of expense growth is less pronounced. For 
example, in LAC, there was a 5 per cent increase between 
2014 (US$39.3 million) and 2017 (US$41.1 million). A 5 per 
cent expense growth is also noted in WCA, from US$114.6 
million to US$120.6 million. The region with the slowest 
rate of expense growth is EAP, which had a marginal 
increase (3 per cent) over the four-year period, from 
US$40.3 million in 2014 to US$41.4 million in 2017.

Overall the top 20 countries accounted for US$393.3 million 
in child protection expenses, or 57 per cent of all child 
protection spending in 2017. The top 5 of these 20 countries 
made up 25 per cent (US$169.5 million) of spending 
(see Table A6). For the past two years, four of these five 
countries (Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo) have consistently been the largest 
countries in terms of child protection expense. In Lebanon, 
expenses relate to long-term programming to respond 
to the crisis in the Syrian Arab Republic, which has seen 
around 1 million registered Syrian refugees (approximately 
483,000 children) and around 450,000 Palestinian refugees 
(including 32,000 Palestinian refugees from Syria) flee to 
Lebanon since 2013. UNICEF child protection works with 
the government, international NGOs and national civil 
society organizations to provide a package of interventions. 

Region
Other resources – 
emergency

Other resources – 
regular

Regular resources GRAND TOTAL

EAPR  5,055,610  23,728,552  12,663,239  41,447,401 

ECAR  35,201,251  23,202,970  8,526,305  66,930,525 

ESAR  36,257,933  61,973,833  44,164,450  142,396,216 

HQ  3,390,801  13,301,370  10,134,156  26,826,327 

LACR  6,181,609  24,484,401  10,489,811  41,155,821 

MENA  149,979,671  29,832,854  10,987,886  190,800,411 

ROSA  6,464,865  21,402,928  31,475,451  59,343,244 

WCAR  24,666,052  45,146,595  50,877,418  120,690,066 

Grand Total  267,197,793  243,073,503  179,318,716  689,590,012 

TABLE A5: Total expenses for child protection by region, 2017 (US$)

*Due to rounding, the totals may differ slightly from the sum of the columns.
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Region/country
Other resources – 
emergency

Other resources – 
regular

Regular resources GRAND TOTAL

Lebanon  48,168,408  8,582,698  809,430  57,560,536 

Iraq  35,611,474  593,013  649,806  36,854,293 

Jordan  22,140,660  4,123,644  1,045,967  27,310,271 

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo  5,181,820  8,304,040  10,450,315  23,936,175 

Turkey  17,074,417  6,455,831  290,416  23,820,665 

India  9,803,566  11,148,787  20,952,352 

Ethiopia  2,386,670  7,999,826  9,864,594  20,251,090 

Zimbabwe  2,235,022  16,623,905  851,624  19,710,551 

Nigeria  3,625,219  8,168,479  6,567,360  18,361,058 

South Sudan  13,711,476  1,250,603  2,402,633  17,364,712 

Somalia  9,713,108  1,607,449  5,236,809  16,557,367 

Yemen  12,025,103  2,548,766  1,968,145  16,542,014 

ECARO, Switzerland  12,886,338  867,580  526,310  14,280,229 

Afghanistan  2,261,859  2,038,526  9,502,713  13,803,098 

Mozambique  32,384  9,896,828  3,229,230  13,158,442 

Syrian Arab Republic  11,950,097  13,909  393,580  12,357,586 

Sudan  2,955,194  6,767,943  1,774,284  11,497,422 

Myanmar  3,324,238  4,562,441  2,375,649  10,262,327 

Niger  3,056,338  1,922,502  4,467,498  9,446,338 

Central African 
Republic  5,493,131  1,286,217  2,515,226  9,294,575 

Total top 20  213,832,955  103,417,769  76,070,376  393,321,100 

TABLE A6: Top 20 countries by expenses for child protection, 2017 (US$)

*Due to rounding, the totals may differ slightly from the sum of the columns.

These include case management, psychosocial support and 
sensitization of children and caregivers on child protection 
and GBV issues, and available services. UNICEF Lebanon 
also works extensively with the ministries of social 
affairs, justice, education and public health on overall child 
protection systems strengthening, including influencing 
legislative and national policies. Since 2014, around 1 
million boys and girls and more than 600,000 caregivers 
received psychosocial support and sensitization on child 
protection and GBV services, and more than 220,000 boys, 

girls and women accessed safe-space activities. In 2017, 
expenses in Turkey totalled US$23.8 million – an increase 
of US$12.1 million, or more than double the expenses 
incurred in 2016. This spending is attributable to the scale-
up of UNICEF support to vulnerable migrant populations; 
including psychosocial support and prevention of/response 
to violence against children (see ‘Programme Area 7’ for 
results on UNICEF’s work with children on the move in 
Turkey).
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Cost Category
Other resources – 
emergency

Other resources – 
regular

Regular resources GRAND TOTAL

Contractual services  41,061,879  125,218,334  64,490,540  230,770,753 

2014  5,771,586  24,424,546  14,302,986  44,499,118 

2015  11,991,846  29,562,891  13,491,662  55,046,399 

2016  10,805,867  33,705,429  15,354,947  59,866,242 

2017  12,492,580  37,525,467  21,340,946  71,358,993 

Equipment, vehicles 
and furniture  3,342,546  1,883,675  6,297,643  11,523,865 

2014  864,002  212,010  1,120,168  2,196,180 

2015  1,197,226  477,527  1,875,879  3,550,631 

2016  593,749  797,827  1,595,516  2,987,093 

2017  687,569  396,311  1,706,080  2,789,961 

General operating + 
other direct costs  34,501,508  37,574,476  71,913,208  143,989,191 

2014  7,171,774  13,045,244  15,979,684  36,196,702 

2015  9,869,790  9,409,348  17,492,001  36,771,139 

2016  7,596,119  8,018,262  18,119,860  33,734,241 

2017  9,863,825  7,101,621  20,321,663  37,287,109 

Incremental indirect 
costs  63,975,344  60,280,966  -  124,256,310 

2014  11,426,260  13,803,318  25,229,578 

2015  18,250,022  14,492,923  32,742,945 

2016  15,075,380  16,085,847  -  31,161,227 

2017  19,223,682  15,898,878  -  35,122,560 

Staff and other 
personnel costs  123,095,997  163,840,213  232,543,295  519,479,505 

2014  20,414,730  37,104,989  54,180,111  111,699,831 

2015  34,492,676  37,582,438  57,573,708  129,648,821 

2016  30,784,607  42,398,481  55,688,059  128,871,146 

2017  37,403,985  46,754,306  65,101,417  149,259,707 

Supplies and 
commodities  98,141,853  49,448,114  28,271,336  175,861,303 

2014  19,931,698  13,088,014  6,654,160  39,673,873 

2015  38,738,679  16,912,600  7,275,007  62,926,287 

2016  17,944,307  10,443,770  6,554,972  34,943,049 

2017  21,527,169  9,003,730  7,787,196  38,318,095 

TABLE A7: Expenses for child protection by cost category and by year, 2014–2016 (US$)
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In 2017, transfers and grants to counterparts represented 48 
per cent of UNICEF child protection expenses (US$334.4 
million), followed by staff and other personnel costs at 22 
per cent (US$149.2 million) and contractual services at 
10 per cent (US$71.3 million). Over the strategic period, 
these three cost categories consistently account for the 
greatest proportion of expenses, due to the nature of 
child protection work, which requires specific expertise 
in a range of topics and focuses significant attention on 
delivering technical assistance to strengthen national child 

protection systems supporting the delivery of essential 
social services. The higher share of expenses in these 
three categories allows UNICEF to support counterparts 
in implementing high-impact child protection interventions 
to improve children’s lives. The share of general operating 
costs declined by 2 per cent over the strategic plan period, 
while the share of travel expenses declined by 1 per cent. 
Staff costs remained stable, accounting for 22 per cent of 
total expenses over the period.

*Due to rounding, the totals may differ slightly from the sum of the columns.

Transfers and grants 
to counterparts  512,335,756  455,264,410  196,782,337  1,164,382,503 

2014  80,991,704  108,683,052  44,969,477  234,644,233 

2015  143,871,924  106,965,064  49,361,558  300,198,546 

2016  126,283,972  119,223,819  49,628,545  295,136,336 

2017  161,188,155  120,392,475  52,822,758  334,403,389 

Travel  19,100,482  27,613,661  36,297,733  83,011,875 

2014  3,890,906  7,657,987  8,664,270  20,213,163 

2015  6,341,369  7,036,520  9,351,059  22,728,948 

2016  4,057,380  6,918,439  8,043,749  19,019,568 

2017  4,810,827  6,000,714  10,238,656  21,050,197 

GRAND TOTAL  895,555,365  921,123,848  636,596,092  2,453,275,305 
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ANNEX 2: DATA COMPANION

Visualizing achievements
Each achievement is expressed as a percentage and visualized through colour coding:

Red

Output level
Average achievement of 
indicators for the output 
is less than 60%

Amber

Output level
Average achievement of 
indicators for the output 
is between 60% and 99%

Green

Output level
Average achievement of 
indicators for the output 
is at or above 100%

Each achievement is expressed as a percentage 
and visualized through colour coding:

Visualizing  
achievements

(iii)
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Impact Indicator Baseline* 2017 Target 2017 Update**

6a. Percentage of women 20–24 who were 
married or in a union by age 18

27% (2005 –2012) 
for the world

24%  
for the world

23% (2014–2017) 

6b. Percentage of children under five whose 
birth is registered

65% (2005–2012) 75% 75% (2014 –2017)

Outcome Indicator Baseline* 2017 Target 2017 Update**

P6.1 Countries with a 10% reduction in the 
proportion of girls aged 15–17 years who 
have ever experienced sexual violence 
(forced to have sexual intercourse or perform 
any other sexual act against one’s will), in 
countries with a prevalence of at least 5%

Out of 24 
countries 
with data and 
prevalence  
of >5%

  2 Of the 24 countries with data and starting 
prevalence >5% at baseline, there are 
6 which had at least 2 comparable data 
points (2008–2011 and 2014 –2016). 
Of these 6, 1 has seen a statistically 
significant decline of at least 10%.

P6.2 Countries with a 10% reduction in 
the proportion of children aged 2 –14 years 
(definition will change by 2017 to ages 1 –14 
years) who experience violent disciplinary 
practices by an adult member of the 
household

Out of 53 
countries  
with data

  5 Of the 53 countries with data at  baseline, 
there are 15 which had at least 2 comparable 
data points (2009–2012 and 2014–2017). Of 
these, 3 have seen a statistically significant 
decline of at least 10%

P6.3 Countries with a 20% reduction in the 
number of children in detention per 100,000 
children

Out of 80 
countries  
with data

15 No data available

P6.4 Countries with a 10% or more reduction 
in the proportion of girls aged 0–14 years 
undergoing female genital mutilation/cutting

Out of 17 
countries 
with UNFPA-
UNICEF Joint 
Programme 
(2000–2012)

  5 Out of the 17 countries, trend data are 
available for 7. Of these, 3 have seen a 
decline of 10% or more.

P6.5 Countries with less than 10% of children 
aged 5–17 years involved in child labour

44 (2005–2014) 50 48 (2005–2017)

P6.6 Countries with a 10% reduction in the 
proportion of children in residential care (out of 
all children in both residential and foster care)

Out of 80 
countries  
with data

15 Of the 80 countries with data at baseline, 
there are 37 which had at least 2 
comparable data points (2009–2012 and 
2014–2017). Of these, 24 have seen a 
decline of at least 10% in the rates.

P6.7 Countries with a 5% reduction in the 
proportion of women aged 20–24 years 
married by age 18 years, in countries with a 
prevalence of at least 25%

50 (2010–2012)   8 Out of 52 countries with data during 
the reference period, 31 had a starting 
prevalence of at least 25%. Of these, 11 
saw a decline of at least 5% over the past 
five years.

P6.8 Parties to conflict listed in the annex to 
the report of the Secretary-General on children 
and armed conflict that enter into action plans 
to end grave violations against children

Governments: 
75%
Armed groups:
12.5%

State parties: 
100%
Non-State 
parties: 10%

State parties: 78%

Non-State parties: 11%

*2013 unless otherwise indicated.   **or data from the most recent year available.
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Countries in which UNICEF-supported 
programmes aimed at increasing 
children’s capacity to identify, prevent 
and/or report violence reach at least 
75% of the target population at risk

Countries with 75% of  
targeted parents 
reached by programmes 
addressing child-rearing 
practices

P6.a.1

P6.a.2 

Output a Enhanced support and increased capacity of children 
and families to protect themselves and to eliminate 
practices and behaviours harmful to children

7

5

9

31

26

35

11

9

13

21

13

15

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

(iii) More than one form of violence

(ii) Physical violence

(i) Sexual violence

2017 2016 2015 2014

2013 Baseline

2014 Result

2015 Result

2016 Result

2017 Result

2017 Target

2

3

4

11

36

30

143%

Average output  
achievement

Less than 75% 75% or more

• Albania
• Algeria
• Anguilla
• Armenia
• Bangladesh
• Belarus
• Belize
• Boliva 

(Plurinational 
State of)

• Bulgaria
• Burkina Faso
• Burundi
• Chad
• Colombia
• Congo
• Costa Rica
• Côte d’Ivoire
• Djibouti
• Egypt
• Equatorial 

Guinea
• Fiji
• Guinea-Bissau
• Guyana
• India

• Jamaica
• Jordan
• Kazakhstan
• Kiribati
• Kyrgyzstan
• Lebanon
• Lesotho
• Marshall 

Islands
• Mexico
• Myanmar
• Oman
• Paraguay
• Romania
• Sao Tome and 

Principe
• Sierra Leone
• Somalia
• South Africa
• State of 

Palestine
• Uganda
• Uruguay
• Vanuatu
• Viet Nam
• Zimbabwe

• Argentina
• Botswana
• British Virgin 

Islands
• Cuba
• El Salvador
• Eritrea
• Gabon
• Ghana
• Guatemala
• Guinea
• Haiti
• Indonesia
• Iraq
• Liberia
• Mali
• Montenegro
• Mozambique
• Nepal
• Nicaragua
• Niger
• Pakistan

• Panama
• Republic of 

Moldova
• Rwanda
• Saint Lucia
• Serbia
• Sri Lanka
• Swaziland
• United 

Republic of 
Tanzania

• Thailand
• Timor-Leste
• Trinidad and 

Tobago
• Turkey
• Turks and 

Caicos Islands
• Venezuela 

(Bolivarian 
Republic of

• Yemen

2014 Baseline

2015 Result 

2016 Result 

2017 Result

2017 Target 

(i) 9

(i) 13

(i) 15

(i) 31

(i) 12

(ii) 5

(ii) 9

(ii) 13

(ii) 26

(ii) 8

(iii) 7

(iii) 11

(iii) 21

(iii) 35

(iii) 10
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Countries with functioning 
child protection systems 
offering preventive and 
response services

Countries with availability 
of free and universal birth 
registration

P6.b.1 

P6.b.2 

19
16

14

26

16

7

16

29

20
23

14

27

18

7

16

32

0

10

20

30

40

50

ECAR EAPR ESAR LACR MENA SA WCAR LDCs

2014 2015 2016 2017

Output b Increased national capacity to provide access to 
child protection systems that prevent and respond to 
violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

6

1

5
6

2
4

9

14

6 6

11
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4

1

10

20

0

10

20

30

ECAR EAPR ESAR LACR MENA SA WCAR LDCs

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

2013 Baseline  33

2014 Result  38

2015 Result   41

2016 Result   47

2017 Result  50

2017 Target   55

2014 Baseline  114

2015 Result   123

2016 Result   131

2016 Milestone  125

2017 Target   135

73%

Average output  
achievement
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Countries in which procedures 
and services for children in 
contact with the law are applied 
and delivered in line with 
international norms

Countries (of those in which 
child marriage prevalence is 
25% or higher) with national 
strategies or plans on child 
marriage with a budget

 P6.b.3

 P6.b.4

8
7

4
6

1
2

3

11
10

8

5
7

2
1

2

11

0

10

20

30

ECAR EAPR ESAR LACR MENA SA WCAR LDCs

2015 2016 2017

2014 Baseline  26

2015 Result   31

2016 Result   33

2017 Result   35

2017 Target   50

 

National plan/strategy 
on child marriage 

Comoros
Gambia
Lesotho
Madagascar
Nepal

Benin
Burkina Faso
Chad
Ghana
Guinea
Liberia

Malawi
Mauritania
Mozambique
Togo
Uganda
Zambia

Budgeted plan/
strategy

Costed plan/
strategy

Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Belarus
Central African Republic 

Angola
Belize
Bhutan
Brazil
Cameroon
Congo
Côte d'Ivoire
Cuba
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo
Dominican Republic
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Guatemala
Guyana
Honduras
Lao PDR
Mali
Marshall Islands
Mexico
Nauru
Nicaragua

Niger
Panama
Sao Tome and Principe
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Sudan
United Republic of 
Tanzania
Uruguay
Yemen

Child marriage prevalence 25% 
or higher and where child marriage 
is a major issue     

Egypt
Ethiopia
Guinea-Bissau
India
Jamaica
Jordan

Kyrgyzstan
Macedonia 
Montenegro
Nigeria
Serbia
Sudan
Turkey
Viet Nam
Zimbabwe

2013 Baseline

2014 Result 

2015 Result

2016 Result

2017 Result

2017 Target

1

2

5

11

12

12

Countries with functioning 
child protection systems 
offering preventive and 
response services

Countries with availability 
of free and universal birth 
registration

P6.b.1 

P6.b.2 
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Output b Increased national capacity to provide access to 
child protection systems that prevent and respond to 
violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect
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2014 Result  38
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2014 Baseline  114

2015 Result   123

2016 Result   131

2016 Milestone  125

2017 Target   135

73%

Average output  
achievement
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Countries with comprehensive 
national approaches on early 
childhood development that 
include budgets and functioning 
coordination mechanisms

P6.b.5 

8 7 8
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17
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2014 Baseline  56

2015 Result   68

2016 Result   71

2017 Result   63

2017 Target   70
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Countries with legislation 
on child protection 
consistent with or better 
than international standards

Countries with legislation in 
place that recognizes children’s 
right to be heard in civil and 
administrative proceedings that 
affect them (in line with article 
12 of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child)

P6.c.1 

P6.c.2 

Output c Strengthened political commitment, accountability and 
national capacity to legislate, plan and budget for the 
scaling-up of interventions that prevent and respond to 
violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect
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2014 Baseline  33

2015 Result   35

2016 Result   43

2017 Result    48

2017 Target   50

2014 Baseline  119

2015 Result   125

2016 Result   128

2017 Result    133

2017 Target   125

119%

Average output  
achievement
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UNICEF-targeted children in  
humanitarian situations 
benefitting from psychosocial 
support

Countries in humanitarian action 
in which the country subcluster 
coordination mechanism for (a) child 
protection and (b) gender-based 
violence meets CCC standards for 
coordination

P6.d.1 

P6.d.2 Countries 
meeting CCC 
standards for 
coordination

85%

Countries not meeting 
CCC standards for 

coordination
15%

Output d Increased country capacity and delivery of services to 
ensure that children’s right to protection from violence, 
abuse and exploitation is sustained and promoted in 
humanitarian situations 

ECAR EAPR ESAR LACR MENA SA WCAR
Targeted 191,198 186,706 1,135,815 79,316 1,373,007 259,724 728,154
Reached 151,563 103,290 724,431 85,390 1,686,828 224,781 541,925
% reached 79 55 64 108 123 87 74

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

93%

Average output  
achievement

2014 Baseline

2015 Result

2016 Result

2017 Result

2017 Target 

(a) 74%

(a) 76%

(a) 93%

(a) 85%

(a) 100%

(b) 50%

(b)  —

(b)  —

(b)  —

(b) 100%

Note: The 2017 results for gender-based violence are not available. At the time of reporting, the global coordination mechanism for gender-based violence was in transition. 
The responsibility for sole leadership of the Gender-based Violence Area of Responsibility was shifted to UNFPA, resulting in challenges in collecting more extensive 
information in a timely fashion from field-based coordination groups.

2014 Baseline

2015 Result 

2016 Result 

2017 Result

2017 Target 

81%

97%

71%

89%

100%
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UNICEF-targeted children and 
women in humanitarian situations 
who experience or are at risk of 
experiencing sexual violence 
and receive at least one kind of 
multisectoral support service (e.g., 
health, psychosocial (can include 
access to a dignity kit or safe space), 
livelihood/economic strengthening 
or justice service or activity)

UNICEF-targeted children 
in humanitarian situations 
who were registered as 
unaccompanied or separated 
and reunified with families 
or caregivers, or received 
appropriate alternative care 
services

P6.d.3 

P6.d.4 

ECAR EAPR ESAR LACR MENA SA WCAR
Targeted 1,242 93 78,461 7,960 35,980 4,798 11,978
Reached 83 25 32,648 835 6,798 4,807 10,565
% reached 7 27 42 10 19 100 88

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

ECAR EAPR ESAR LACR MENA SA WCAR
Reached 118,660 550,124 956,033 44,123 1,116,327 230,231 580,906

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

2014 Baseline

2015 Result

2016 Result

2017 Result

2017 Target

79%

  —

  —

  —

100%

Note: Accurate data on the number of targeted children and women are not available. The results presented are only for the number of children and women reached.

2014 Baseline

2015 Result 

2016 Result

2017 Result

2017 Target 

53%

52%

41%

40%

80%
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UNICEF-targeted children 
released from armed forces 
and groups who were 
reintegrated

UNICEF-targeted children who 
benefit from weapons-related 
risk education

P6.d.5 

P6.d.6 

ECAR EAPR ESAR LACR MENA SA WCAR
Targeted 500,000 96,500 409,200 10,000 3,720,181 70,000 353,711
Reached 1,997,860 85,124 333,071 3,600 3,114,928 106,212 266,584
% reached 400 88 81 36 84 152 75

0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

ECAR EAPR ESAR LACR MENA SA WCAR
Targeted 0 2,743 140 103 219 0 7,141
Reached 0 874 1,214 42 386 0 9,846
% reached 32 867 41 176 138

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

— —

2014 Baseline

2015 Result

2016 Result

2017 Result 

2017 Target

82%

69%

53%

119% 

100%

2014 Baseline

2015 Result

2016 Result 

2017 Result

2017 Target 

  —

  —

86%

114%

100%



110 UNICEF Annual Results Report 2017 | CHILD PROTECTION 

Country situations with 
UNICEF-supported mechanisms 
to monitor and report on grave 
violations against children

P6.d.7 

2013 Baseline  100%

2014 Result  100%

2015 Result   100%

2016 Result   100%

2017 Result   100% 

2017 Target   100%
16

15

14

14

14

0 5 10 15 20

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Country situations with UNICEF-supported mechanisms 

Countries affected by armed conflict or other situations of concern as 
determined by the United Nations Secretary-General
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Countries that collect and 
publish routine administrative 
data on violence, exploitation 
and abuse of children, including 
violent deaths and injuries

Countries that have revised 
or improved child-protection 
policies on the basis of a 
gender review supported  
by UNICEF

P6.e.1 

P6.e.2 

Output e Increased capacity of Governments and communities 
to identify and respond to human-rights and gender-
equality dimensions of child protection

2014 Baseline  25

2015 Result   30

2016 Result   29

2017 Result   31 

2017 Target   40

2013 Baseline  33

2014 Result  23

2015 Result   33

2016 Result   42

2017 Result   51

2017 Target   70

23

33

42

51

0

20

40

60

2014 2015 2016 2017

Revised or improved child protection policies

63%

Average output  
achievement
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Peer-reviewed journal or 
research publications by 
UNICEF on child protection

P6.f.1 

Output f Enhanced global and regional capacity to accelerate 
progress in child protection

ECAR
2%

EAPR
10%

ESAR
35%

LACR
32%

MENA
5%

SA
3%

WCAR
5%

Regional offices 
and headquarters

8%

2014 Baseline  49

2015 Result   27

2016 Result   17

2017 Result         40

2017 Target   60

108%

Average output  
achievement
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Key global and regional child-
protection initiatives in which 
UNICEF is the co-chair or 
provides coordination support

P6.f.2 

2013 Baseline  15

2014 Result   36

2015 Result   49

2016 Result   25

2017 Result         32

2017 Target   20

Global partnerships and initiatives
• Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action
• Call to Action on Protection from Gender-based Violence in Emergencies
• Coalition on Every Child’s Right to a Nationality (UNHCR and UNICEF)
• Donors Working Group on Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting
• Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack
• Global Partnership to End Violence against Children
• Global Social Service Workforce Alliance
• INSPIRE: seven strategies for ending violence against children
• Inter-Agency Working Group on Violence Against Children (with the Special 

Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children)
• Paris Principles Steering Group
• Partner Advisory Group for the UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to 

Accelerate Action to End Child Marriage
• Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict
• Steering Committee for the UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to Accelerate 

Action to End Child Marriage
• Steering Committee for the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme to Eliminate 

Female Genital Mutilation
• Together for Girls
• United Nations Inter-Agency Coordination Group on Mine Action
• WePROTECT (global alliance to end child sexual exploitation online) 

 Regional partnerships and initiatives
• Africa Programme on Accelerating Improvement of Civil Registration and 
     Vital Statistics
• African Union Commission-United Nations partnership to protect children in 

armed conflict (a partnership that includes the African Union Commission Peace 
and Security Department, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Children and Armed Conflict and UNICEF)

• Data collection and research on children on the move (Danish Refugee 
Council, UNHCR and IOM) (ESAR)

• European Expert Group on the Transition from Institutional to Community-
based Care

• Global Movement for Children – Latin America and the Caribbean chapter 
    (El Movimiento Mundial por la infancia de Latinoamérica y el Caribe)    
    (LACRO)
• Inter-Agency Group on Child Protection Systems (sub-Saharan Africa; and in 

LACRO, with Save the Children, Plan International and World Vision)
• Inter-Agency Regional Child Protection in Emergencies Working Group (WCAR)
• No Lost Generation initiative (MENA)
• Regional Child Protection Working Group (WCAR)
• Regional Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Core Group (ESAR)
• Regional Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Core Groups (MENA)
• Regional Group on Child Protection (WCAR)
• Regional Steering Group for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in Asia and 

the Pacific, 2015–2019
• South Asia Coordinating Group on Action against Violence against Children
• South Asia Initiative to End Violence against Children (an Apex body of the 

South Asia Association for Regional Cooperation)
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 Child 
Protection
Output a: Enhanced support and increased capacity of 
children and families to protect themselves and to eliminate 
practices and behaviours harmful to children

143%  

P6 .a .1 (i) Countries in which UNICEF-supported programmes aimed at 
increasing children’s capacity to identify, prevent and/or report sexual 
violence reach at least 75% of the target population at risk

P6 .a .1 (ii) Countries in which UNICEF-supported programmes aimed at 
increasing children’s capacity to identify, prevent and/or report physical 
violence reach at least 75% of the target population at risk

P6 .a .1 (iii) Countries in which UNICEF-supported programmes aimed at 
increasing children’s capacity to identify, prevent and/or report more than 
one form of violence reach at least 75% of the target population at risk

P6 .a .2 Countries with 75% of targeted parents reached by programmes 
addressing child-rearing practices

Output b: Increased national capacity to provide  
access to child protection systems that prevent and respond 
to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

73%  

P6 .b .1 Countries with functioning child protection systems offering 
preventive and response services

P6 .b .2 Countries with availability of free and universal birth registration

P6 .b .3 Countries in which procedures and services for children in 
contact with the law are applied and delivered in line with international 
norms

P6 .b .4 Countries (of those in which child marriage prevalence is 25% or 
higher) with national strategies or plans on child marriage with a budget

P6 .b .5 Countries with comprehensive national approaches on 
early childhood development that include budgets and functioning 
coordination mechanisms

Output c: Strengthened political commitment, 
accountability and national capacity to legislate, plan and budget 
for the scaling-up of interventions that prevent and respond to 
violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect

119%  

P6 .c .1 Countries with legislation on child protection consistent with or 
better than international standards

P6 .c .2 Countries with legislation in place that recognizes children’s right 
to be heard in civil and administrative proceedings that affect them (in 
line with article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child)

Average output achievement 
against 2017 target
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Output d: Increased country capacity and delivery of 
services to ensure that children’s right to protection from violence, 
abuse and exploitation is sustained and promoted in humanitarian 
situations 

93%  

P6.d.1 UNICEF-targeted children in humanitarian situations benefitting 
from psychosocial support

P6.d.2 (a) Countries in humanitarian action in which the country 
subcluster coordination mechanism for child protection meets CCC 
standards for coordination

P6.d.3 UNICEF-targeted children and women in humanitarian situations 
who experience or are at risk of experiencing sexual violence and 
receive at least one kind of multisectoral support service (e.g., health, 
psychosocial (can include access to a dignity kit or safe space), 
livelihood/economic strengthening or justice service or activity)

P6.d.4 UNICEF-targeted children in humanitarian situations who were 
registered as unaccompanied or separated and reunified with families 
or caregivers, or received appropriate alternative care services

P6.d.5 UNICEF-targeted children released from armed forces and 
groups who were reintegrated

P6.d.6 UNICEF-targeted children who benefit from weapon-related  
risk education

P6.d.7 Country situations with UNICEF-supported mechanisms to 
monitor and report on grave violations against children

Output e: Increased capacity of Governments and 
communities to identify and respond to human-rights and 
gender-equality dimensions of child protection

63%  

P6.e.1 Countries that collect and publish routine administrative data on 
violence, exploitation and abuse of children, including violent deaths 
and injuries

P6.e.2 Countries that have revised or improved child-protection policies 
on the basis of a gender review supported by UNICEF

Output f: Enhanced global and regional capacity to 
accelerate progress in child protection

108%  

P6.f.1 Peer-reviewed journal or research publications by UNICEF on 
child protection

P6.f.2 Key global and regional child-protection initiatives in which 
UNICEF is the co-chair or provides coordination support

Average output achievement 
against 2017 target
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ANNEX 3: LIST OF PARTNERS 
Academia1

Columbia University 

Drexel University2 

George Washington University 

Harvard University3 

Johns Hopkins University

University of Pennsylvania

Young Lives

Bilateral4 

Australia

Belgium5  

Bulgaria

Canada6 

Czech Republic 

Denmark

European Commission7 

France

Germany

Hungary 

Ireland

Italy

Japan

Mexico

Netherlands

Norway

Poland

Republic of Korea

Spain

Sweden8 

Switzerland

United Kingdom9

United States of America10

Global

Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action

Call to Action on Protection from Gender-based Violence 
in Emergencies

Child Health Initiative

Child Helpline International

Donors Working Group on Female Genital Mutilation

End Child Prostitution and Trafficking

Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance 

Global Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Group

Global Coalition to End Child Poverty

Global Movement for Children 

Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children

Global Social Service Workforce Alliance

INSPIRE: seven strategies for ending violence against 
children11 

Inter-Agency Group on Child Protection Information 
Management System

Inter-Agency Group for Unaccompanied and Separated 
Children

Inter-Agency Standing Committee Reference Group on 
Mental Health and Psychosocial Support in Emergency 
Settings 

Inter-Agency Standing Committee Task Team on 
Accountability to Affected Populations and Protection 
from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse

Inter-Agency Working Group on Disarmament, 
Demobilization and Reintegration

International Campaign to Ban Landmines

International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children

Know Violence in Childhood

Paris Principles Steering Group

Partner Advisory Group for the UNFPA-UNICEF Global 
Programme to Accelerate Action to End Child Marriage

Real-Time Accountability Partnership

Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat

Romeo Dallaire Child Soldiers Initiative

Steering Committee for the UNFPA-UNICEF Global 
Programme to Accelerate Action to End Child Marriage
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Steering Committee for the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint 
Programme to Eliminate Female Genital Mutilation: 
Accelerating Change

The Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism

Together for Girls

United Nations Inter-Agency Coordination Group on Mine 
Action

United Nations Road Collaboration 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees-UNICEF 
Coalition on Every Child’s Right to a Nationality

WePROTECT Global Alliance to End Child Sexual 
Exploitation Online

Faith Based Organizations12 

Global Network of Religions

Religions for Peace 

World Council of Churches 

Non-governmental, regional and  
international organizations13 

African Programme for the Acceleration of Civil 
Registration and Vital Statistics 

African Union

Better Care Network

Child Protection in Crisis Learning Group

Geneva Call

Girls Not Brides

International Committee for the Red Cross

International Rescue Committee

Plan International 

Regional Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Core Group

Save the Children

SOS Children’s Villages International 

Terre des Hommes

Women’s Refugee Commission

World Vision

Private Sector/Foundations14 

Alexander Bodini Foundation

FIA Foundation for Automobile and Society

Quoin

Tigo

United Nations and multilateral agencies

International Labour Organization

International Organization for Migration

International Telegraph Union

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights

Organization for Islamic Cooperation

United Nations Action Against Sexual Violence in Conflict

United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Entity for the Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs

United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime

United Nations Population Fund

UN University

World Bank15 

World Food Programme

World Health Organization

United Nations special representatives

Independent Expert leading UN Global Study on Children 
Deprived of Liberty – Manfred Nowak

Special Coordinator on improving the United Nations 
response to sexual exploitation and abuse – Jane Holl 
Lute

Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Road Safety – 
Jean Todt

Special Rapporteur of the Secretary-General on the sale 
and sexual exploitation of Children – Maud de Boer-
Buquicchio 

Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Children and Armed Conflict – Virginia Gamba

Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 
Sexual Violence in Conflict – Pramila Patten

Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 
Violence Against Children – Marta Santos Pais 

Victims’ Rights Advocate for the United Nations – Jane 
Connors
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UNICEF National Committees16 

Andorra National Committee for UNICEF

Australian Committee for UNICEF

Belgian Committee for UNICEF

Canadian Committee for UNICEF

Danish Committee for UNICEF

Finnish Committee for UNICEF

French Committee for UNICEF

German Committee for UNICEF

Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF

Iceland Committee for UNICEF

Italian Committee for UNICEF

Japan Committee for UNICEF

Korean Committee for UNICEF

Luxembourg Committee for UNICEF

Netherlands Committee for UNICEF

Norwegian Committee for UNICEF

Spanish Committee for UNICEF

Swedish Committee for UNICEF

Swiss Committee for UNICEF

UNICEF UK

UNICEF USA

1 Academic institutions directly collaborating with UNICEF Child Protection Section at a headquarters level in 2017.
2 Mailman School of Public Health.

³ FXB Centre for Health and Human Rights.
4 Bilateral financial and operational partners at a headquarters level in 2017.
5  Including through the Flanders International Cooperation Agency. 
6 Including through the International Development Research Centre.
7 Including through the European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations.
8 Including through the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency.
9 Including through the United Kingdom Home Office and Department of International Development.
10 Including through the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration; the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention; the US Agency for International Development;  
 the Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance; the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs; and the US Department of Labor.
11 Partners include US CDC, UNICEF, Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children, PAHO, PEPFAR, Together for Girls, UNODC, USAID, World Bank and World  
 Health Organization.
12 Faith Based Organizations directly collaborating with UNICEF Child Protection Section at a headquarters level in 2017.
13 Non-governmental organizations include those who have directly partnered with UNICEF Child Protection Section at a Headquarters level in two or more countries  
 and/or who have given a financial contribution to UNICEF Child Protection Section, in 2017.
14 Private sector companies who have given a financial contribution to UNICEF Child Protection Section in 2017.
15 Including the Identification for Development Initiative.
16 UNICEF National Committees who have given a financial contribution to UNICEF Child Protection Section Headquarters, in 2017.
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Donor Prior Year(s) 2017 Cumulative

Andorran Committee for UNICEF 501,341.13 177,725.12 679,066.25

Australian Committee for UNICEF 2,086,361.42 0.00 2,086,361.42

Belgian Committee for UNICEF 244,860.97 0.00 244,860.97

Canadian Committee for UNICEF 216,901.18 25,863.44 242,764.62

Czech Committee for UNICEF 2,307,853.05 0.00 2,307,853.05

Danish Committee for UNICEF 842,558.46 61,993.66 904,552.12

European Commission/EC 13,195,135.41 0.00 13,195,135.41

Finnish Committee for UNICEF 2,957,929.48 694,236.93 3,652,166.41

French Committee for UNICEF 57,957.74 0.00 57,957.74

German Committee for UNICEF 106,902.68 0.00 106,902.68

Government of Australia 3,509,533.97 0.00 3,509,533.97

Government of Belgium 960,195.05 533,617.92 1,493,812.97

Government of Canada 113,577.77 453,410.88 566,988.65

Government of Colombia 150,000.00 0.00 150,000.00

Government of Czech Republic 141,489.41 0.00 141,489.41

Government of Denmark 0.00 3,470,344.94 3,470,344.94

Government of Finland 6,523.66 0.00 6,523.66

Government of France 462,530.24 0.00 462,530.24

Government of Germany 23,684,220.68 0.00 23,684,220.68

Government of Hungary 310,518.61 150,000.00 460,518.61

Government of Iceland 373,234.32 0.00 373,234.32

Government of Japan 8,299.08 0.00 8,299.08

Government of Netherlands 24,375,477.62 0.00 24,375,477.62

Government of New Zealand 750,564.55 0.00 750,564.55

Government of Norway 51,700,543.18 2,371,916.51 54,072,459.69

Government of Slovenia 53,994.65 0.00 53,994.65

2017 THEMATIC FUNDS 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2017 IN US DOLLARS

CONTRIBUTIONS: 

2017 THEMATIC FUNDS 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2017 IN US DOLLARS
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*Figures do not include financial adjustments.

Government of Spain 36,749,176.50 829,383.89 37,578,560.39

Government of Sweden 98,394,541.18 15,167,347.29 113,561,888.47

Government of The United Kingdom 30,872,961.00 0.00 30,872,961.00

Hellenic National Committee 860,160.20 0.00 860,160.20

Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF 18,024.37 0.00 18,024.37

Hungarian Committee for UNICEF 11,586.46 0.00 11,586.46

Iceland Committee for UNICEF 279,308.40 100,000.00 379,308.40

Israeli Fund for UNICEF 11,044.99 0.00 11,044.99

Italian National Committee 4,047,004.89 0.00 4,047,004.89

Japan Committee for UNICEF 1,461,867.20 0.00 1,461,867.20

Japan, Others 59,065.08 0.00 59,065.08

Korean Committee for UNICEF 5,251,326.29 1,000,000.00 6,251,326.29

Luxembourg Committee for UNICEF 168,414.62 0.00 168,414.62

Netherlands Committee for UNICEF 8,852,951.03 538,253.04 9,391,204.07

New Zealand Committee for UNICEF 36,296.40 0.00 36,296.40

Norwegian Committee for UNICEF 2,077,144.99 303,025.02 2,380,170.01

Polish Committee for UNICEF 284,085.39 0.00 284,085.39

Portuguese Committee for UNICEF 5,347.35 0.00 5,347.35

Slovak Committee for UNICEF 55,162.31 0.00 55,162.31

Slovenska Fundacja Za UNICEF 23,906.53 0.00 23,906.53

Spanish Committee for UNICEF 3,123,288.83 0.00 3,123,288.83

Swedish Committee for UNICEF 718,713.04 25,976.96 744,690.00

Swiss Committee for UNICEF 2,249,178.28 0.00 2,249,178.28

Turkish Committee for UNICEF 9,468.70 0.00 9,468.70

UN Women's Guild 28,550.00 0.00 28,550.00

UNICEF Ireland 3,181,425.64 0.00 3,181,425.64

UNICEF Slovenia 38,906.78 0.00 38,906.78

UNICEF Azerbaijan 29,336.73 0.00 29,336.73

UNICEF Brazil 28,965.36 0.00 28,965.36

UNICEF China 14,393.16 0.00 14,393.16

UNICEF Croatia 6,975.63 0.00 6,975.63

UNICEF Georgia 2,678.00 0.00 2,678.00

UNICEF India 3,957.42 0.00 3,957.42

UNICEF Malaysia 734,475.00 0.00 734,475.00
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UNICEF Paraguay 37,286.74 0.00 37,286.74

UNICEF Peru 10,100.00 0.00 10,100.00

UNICEF Romania 6,773.15 0.00 6,773.15

UNICEF Russian Federation 14,323.46 0.00 14,323.46

UNICEF Saudi Arabia 1,066.67 0.00 1,066.67

UNICEF Sri Lanka 19,292.54 2,319.40 21,611.94

UNICEF Thailand 1,000,000.01 0.00 1,000,000.01

UNICEF Ukraine 0.00 50,000.00 50,000.00

UNICEF United Arab Emirates 44,723.78 0.00 44,723.78

UNICEF Yemen 22,000.00 0.00 22,000.00

United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF 5,066,066.03 333,195.34 5,399,261.37

United Nations Study On Violence 475.77 0.00 475.77

U.S. Fund for UNICEF 4,214,412.88 1,003,826.29 5,218,239.17

Total 339,244,713.09 27,292,436.63 366,537,149.72

Region/Country Prior Year(S) 2017 Cumulative

Afghanistan 1,975,475.10 75,188.34 2,050,663.44

Albania 503,191.97 (459.53) 502,732.44

Algeria 227,814.91 6,362.08 234,176.99

Angola 1,757,195.86 0.00 1,757,195.86

Armenia 835,409.94 79,876.07 915,286.01

Azerbaijan 1,250,519.04 (0.01) 1,250,519.04

Bangladesh 3,924,992.12 334,529.61 4,259,521.73

Barbados 1,555,808.13 3,684.88 1,559,493.01

Belarus 105,182.30 755.94 105,938.24

Belize 328,814.49 45,813.88 374,628.37

Benin 2,091,780.27 108,514.26 2,200,294.53

Bhutan 3,504,814.19 323,742.12 3,828,556.31

Bolivia 5,658,020.47 991,445.00 6,649,465.47

Bosnia And Herzegovina 962,629.69 237,533.42 1,200,163.11

Botswana 438,929.41 16,921.23 455,850.64

Brazil 1,727,001.70 64,131.42 1,791,133.12

Bulgaria 720,655.86 207,081.13 927,736.99

EXPENDITURES
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Burkina Faso 778,628.70 50,330.99 828,959.69

Burundi 1,149,834.35 77,897.15 1,227,731.50

Cabo Verde 304,500.01 0.00 304,500.01

Cambodia 2,697,345.07 781,190.65 3,478,535.72

Central African Republic 2,236,534.20 124,365.05 2,360,899.25

Chad 535,899.88 0.00 535,899.88

Chile 714,362.39 (0.00) 714,362.39

China 2,091,335.88 (16.10) 2,091,319.78

Colombia 1,689,774.08 246,666.61 1,936,440.69

Comoros 263,733.35 (100.61) 263,632.74

Congo 1,163,012.23 152,420.55 1,315,432.78

Costa Rica 631,544.60 57,683.75 689,228.35

Cote D'ivoire 1,127,734.10 328,398.52 1,456,132.62

Croatia 88,174.97 (116.20) 88,058.77

Cuba 619,641.05 18,496.77 638,137.82

Data, Research And Policy 704,702.67 94,686.87 799,389.54

Democratic Republic of Congo 2,092,544.96 622,604.12 2,715,149.08

Division of Communication 9,436.35 0.00 9,436.35

Djibouti 566,935.39 75,262.13 642,197.52

Dominican Republic 1,080,715.64 160,585.80 1,241,301.44

EAPRO, Thailand 2,937,166.04 150,183.08 3,087,349.12

ECARO, Switzerland 2,420,198.58 22,315.87 2,442,514.45

Ecuador 1,430,039.92 0.00 1,430,039.92

Egypt 1,370,696.29 83,533.77 1,454,230.06

El Salvador 552,683.92 55,327.08 608,011.00

Equatorial Guinea 44,259.50 7,705.45 51,964.95

Eritrea 1,406,524.85 28,946.23 1,435,471.08

ESARO, Kenya 1,759,810.22 26,503.06 1,786,313.28

Ethiopia 420,296.45 0.00 420,296.45

Evaluation Office 147,585.57 132,545.14 280,130.71

Fiji (Pacific Islands) 1,494,262.30 45,920.34 1,540,182.64

Gabon 233,288.91 9,244.52 242,533.43

Gambia 1,279,113.90 10,563.52 1,289,677.42

Georgia 798,622.60 2,440.39 801,062.99
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Ghana 1,536,120.21 9,878.04 1,545,998.25

Guatemala 855,512.69 108,081.29 963,593.98

Guinea 814,741.63 21,631.27 836,372.90

Guinea Bissau 956,360.37 0.00 956,360.37

Guyana 835,677.96 108,307.47 943,985.43

Haiti 1,040,768.68 (105.13) 1,040,663.55

Honduras 681,384.75 2,723.59 684,108.34

India 2,168,940.89 (3.65) 2,168,937.24

Indonesia 2,983,172.16 438,272.82 3,421,444.98

Iran 1,055,833.95 18,785.67 1,074,619.62

Iraq 1,888,501.21 728,694.14 2,617,195.35

Jamaica 665,676.48 213,082.50 878,758.98

Jordan 277,827.17 (0.00) 277,827.17

Kazakhstan 1,028,670.32 (0.00) 1,028,670.32

Kenya 22,581,529.22 (0.00) 22,581,529.22

Kosovo 602,658.40 36,733.74 639,392.14

LACRO, Panama 2,818,982.04 102,148.88 2,921,130.92

Lao People's Dem Rep. 2,849,830.29 208,532.52 3,058,362.81

Lebanon 262,353.80 1,331,750.09 1,594,103.89

Lesotho 242,743.44 92,164.81 334,908.25

Liberia 2,350,327.66 (0.00) 2,350,327.66

Libya 370,082.85 7,632.38 377,715.23

Macedonia 1,077,389.72 64,163.93 1,141,553.65

Madagascar 1,261,476.11 0.00 1,261,476.11

Malawi 1,857,805.04 163,612.64 2,021,417.68

Malaysia 280,844.34 0.00 280,844.34

Maldives 979,257.24 356,597.28 1,335,854.52

Mali 7,373,245.56 4,499,072.34 11,872,317.90

Mauritania 857,559.14 91,001.21 948,560.35

MENA, Jordan 1,872,939.41 223,318.04 2,096,257.45

Mexico 108,251.39 42,966.81 151,218.20

Moldova 753,468.57 96,070.52 849,539.09

Mongolia 1,384,514.79 113,763.56 1,498,278.35

Morocco 1,385,280.87 24,579.88 1,409,860.75
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Myanmar 3,744,703.51 0.00 3,744,703.51

Namibia 1,801,990.91 76,643.85 1,878,634.76

Nepal 1,078,293.89 185,857.10 1,264,150.99

Nicaragua 625,880.31 111,320.04 737,200.35

Niger 816,762.78 (0.00) 816,762.78

Nigeria 500,849.52 0.00 500,849.52

Office of Research, Italy 922,508.61 92,269.08 1,014,777.69

Pakistan 810,305.85 370.95 810,676.80

Palestine, State of 2,502,763.14 125,346.87 2,628,110.01

Panama 232,265.64 5,716.99 237,982.63

Papua New Guinea 1,846,578.42 48,820.02 1,895,398.44

Paraguay 956,098.92 611.53 956,710.45

Peru 1,448,966.82 26,953.06 1,475,919.88

Philippines 1,799,976.74 (0.00) 1,799,976.74

Programme Division 14,101,590.86 1,301,675.14 15,403,266.00

Public Partnerships Division 0.00 8,932.22 8,932.22

Rep. of Uzbekistan 442,450.34 (0.00) 442,450.34

Rep. of Turkmenistan 492,261.76 17,305.51 509,567.27

Republic of Cameroon 1,187,793.09 19,304.13 1,207,097.22

Republic of Kyrgyzstan 1,321,258.29 56,926.06 1,378,184.35

Republic of Montenegro 806,450.71 249,930.28 1,056,380.99

Republic of Mozambique 1,949,334.60 586,666.81 2,536,001.41

Romania 525,494.07 0.00 525,494.07

ROSA, Nepal 1,264,029.88 242,337.45 1,506,367.33

Rwanda 2,725,305.85 49,899.22 2,775,205.07

Sao Tome & Principe 63,156.81 24,302.83 87,459.64

Senegal 955,554.77 11,095.89 966,650.66

Serbia 1,247,762.54 23,469.69 1,271,232.23

Sierra Leone 1,460,982.16 96,321.12 1,557,303.28

Somalia 1,615,360.42 (0.00) 1,615,360.42

South Africa 2,111,674.57 1,067,653.88 3,179,328.45

South Sudan 1,304,822.73 2,690.67 1,307,513.40

Sri Lanka 4,686,063.18 67,309.45 4,753,372.63

Sudan 6,128,808.38 2,642,624.56 8,771,432.94
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Swaziland 1,618,353.62 230,021.83 1,848,375.45

Syria 302,953.09 11,507.91 314,461.00

Tajikistan 1,017,317.36 11,746.45 1,029,063.81

Thailand 2,012,640.27 0.00 2,012,640.27

Timor-Leste 948,065.23 193,136.96 1,141,202.19

Togo 998,913.64 47,512.49 1,046,426.13

Tunisia 627,312.03 8,700.87 636,012.90

Turkey 337,322.41 37,153.93 374,476.34

Uganda 1,724,810.59 0.00 1,724,810.59

Ukraine 787,729.19 (0.00) 787,729.19

Unicef Geneva Regional Office for Europe 85,288.11 42,402.59 127,690.70

United Rep. of Tanzania 2,365,973.48 0.00 2,365,973.48

Uruguay 315,961.08 0.00 315,961.08

Venezuela 609,588.09 14,995.88 624,583.97

Vietnam 2,452,389.38 485,034.21 2,937,423.59

WCARO, Senegal 3,067,420.81 178,510.23 3,245,931.04

Yemen 1,684,839.51 (790.93) 1,684,048.58

Zambia 1,962,904.54 35,304.20 1,998,208.74

Zimbabwe 86,052,849.54 2,723,983.02 88,776,832.56

Total 304,919,634.76 26,125,735.01 331,045,369.77

Region/Country
Cumulative 
contributions

Cumulative 
expenditures

Thematic funds 
available

Total 366,537,149.72 331,045,369.77 35,491,779,95

SUMMARY
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